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Assad declares amnesty
excluding 'terrorists’

Violence rages; refugees in Lebanon top 100,000: UN

Meanwhile, violence raged across
war-torn Syria yesterday, a watchdog
said, eroding hopes of a ceasetire for
this week's Muslim Eid al-Adha as
proposed by UN-Arab League envoy
Lakhdar Brahimi.

And in Geneva, the UN refugee

SYRIA CIVIL WAR

agency said the number of Syrians
fleeing the civil war to Lebanon has
now topped 100,000,

The two sides to the contlict have

given a wary welcome to Brahimi's
proposal but neither has committed
itself to the plan, which envisages a
ceasefire during the four-day Eid
holiday that starts on Friday.

AFP, Damascus

President Bashar al-Assad issued an
amnesty for all crimes committed in
Syria "up until today,” with the nota-
ble exception of "terrorist crimes,"
state television said yesterday.

Assad, who has been fighting a 19-
month revolt against his regime,
"decreed a general amnesty for
crimes committed before October
23," except for those carried out by
"terrorists” -- the regime's term for
rebels.

The decree applies only to crimi-
nals who surrender to the authorities
and not those on the run, the report
said. It was not immediately clear it
the amnesty includes those in
prison.

However,
Monday dampened hopes of a truce,
saying the chances of it coming into

etfect were "slim."
On the battlefront,

raided a district of the northern city
of Aleppo, where fighting broke out
in several districts, the Britain-based

Observatory said.
The watchdog also reported fight-

ing in Damascus province, the east-
ern province of Deir Ezzor and Daraa

in the south.
The Syrian Observatory said at

least 115 people, including 43 civil-
ians, were killed across the country
on Monday, adding to a toll of more
than 34,000 people killed since the anti-
regimerevolteruptedin March2011.

AFP, Tripoli

Libya marks 1styr
since 'liberation’

the Arab League on

warplanes

Libya yesterday celebrates the first anniversary of its
"liberation” from the regime of Muammar Gaddatfi, even

as fighting flared in a former bastion of the slain dictator.
On October 23, 2011, just three days atter Gaddati was

captured and killed in his hometown Sirte, the transi-
tional authorities declared the country's liberation, for-

mally ceasing hostilities.
Fierce clashes in Bani Walid, one of the final bastions

of the former regime which is accused of harbouring die-

hard Gaddatfiloyalists, have cast a pall over celebrations.
Families fleeing violence in the besieged Libyan city of

Bani Walid said on Monday there were shortages of food
and water and the city's hospital was under fire as militias

loyal to the government shelled the city.
Pro-government tforces moved up to Bani Walid early

this month after a militiaman died after two months in
detention there. Shaban was the man who found Gaddafi

hidingin a drain pipe outside Sirte on October 20, 2011.
Two pro-government fighters were killed near Bani

Walid on Monday. Libya state news agency LANA said on
Sunday that 22 pro-government militiamen had been
killed and some 200 wounded, butit did not say when.
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Muslim pllgrlms perfurm thEII‘ prayers in the Grand Mosque uf the huly clty uf
Makkah on Monday. Over two million Muslims from around the world flood the Saudi

city to perform the annual Hajj pilgrimage which begins tomorrow.

PHOTO: AFP

Superman quits reporter's
job to become blogger

DALy MAIL ONLINE

Not a bird, not a plane,
and no longer a reporter
- comic book hero
Superman has quit his
day job.

The fictional
superhero’s alter ego
Clark Kent, who has
been working as a reporter on The Daily
Planet since the 1940's, leaves the news-
paper business after becoming discon-
tent with the state of 21st century journal-

ism.
Instead Clark Kent is expected to start

the next big online blog as a roving citizen

journalist, according to writer Scott

Lobdell.
In leaked pages from the forthcoming

Superman issue, Clark Kent is getting an

earful from Daily Planet editor-in-chief

) Perry White about not
filing enough

Superman stories.
This in combination

with pressures from the
multimedia corpora-
tion

Broadcasting, which

now owns The Daily

Planet, leads to Clark
Kentwalking out on his job.

‘Superman is arguably the most power-
ful person on the planet, but how long can
he sit at his desk with someone breathing
down his neck and treating him like the
least important person in the world?
Superman writer Scott Lobdell explains.

The new plot twist is one of many to
appear in Superman issue 13 which goes
on sale tomorrow in both digital and hard-
copy forms.
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Admission

Spring 2013

Nniversi

Bangladesh

Appliaitions are trited for adrmussion into the following
degree prograns in Spring Semester starting in Jamary 2013

= Master in Development Studies

A degree program for Decelopment Management Professionals

Master

uriversity.

Minimum Admission Requirements

A Second Class in a three years” Bachelor degree OR CGPA of 2.5 ina
four years” Bachelor degree AND a Second Class OR CGPA of 2.5 in

in the field of Economics, Business, Environmental
Studies, Social Welfare, Sociology, Anthropology, Political Science,
Public administration or other related subjects from any recognized

MS in Economics

rivate university in

finimum Admission Requirements

. A Second CL’E in a three years’ Bachelor dugz,'rcc OR CGPAof 25 1n
Cl

a four years’ Bachelor degree
in Master degree in Economics or in related disciplines from any

recognized university.

Applicants with weak background in Economics may need to

AND a Second Class OR CGPA of 2.5

take remedial courses.

The first p

Last day of application: 20" December 2012;
Admission Test: (Written & Viva) 22rd December 2012 at 10:00 A.M.
For more information please visit our website

North South U

Application Forms are available for Tk. 800 ar UCBL, Bashundhara
Branch. A complete application includes: (i) application form (duly
filled in);(ii) two passport size photographs; (iif) clean copies of
certificates and mark-sheets fattested).

Plot # 15, Block -

For Further Information, Please Contact
Department of Economics
B, Bashundhara R /A, Baridhara, Dhaka-1229
Phone: 880-2-8852000 Ext 1814 /1815;
Email: economics@ northsouth.edu

web: www.northsouth.edu

Rivals chase swing votes
after final debate

AFP, Delray Beach

Barack Obama and Mitt Romney took
their head-to-head battle for the US presi-
dency to key swing states yesterday after a
feisty but inconclusive final debate.

Post debate polling showed Obama win-
ning Monday night's faceoft but analysts
saild Romney, who adopted more dovish-
sounding foreign policy prescriptions that
ditfered little from the president’s, may have

been helped by the encounter.
The focus will likely return to the econ-

omy as the two campaign in the key
battlegrounds expected to decide the
election, with the president speaking in
Florida and Ohio and his Republican rival

heading west to Nevada and Colorado.

The president scored the most Twitter-
worthy remark, when he dismissed
Romney's claims that he had scaled back the
military to a level not seen since the early
20th century.

"Well, governor, we also have fewer
horses and bayonets because the nature of

US PRESIDENTIAL POLLS
23

Who won 3rd debate?

our military's changed," he said, to laughter
from the audience.

The "horses and bayonets" barb caused
Twitter message volume during the debate
to hit a peak of 105,767 tweets, the micro-
blogging service said.

The rivals are effectively tied in national
polls after Romney surged following his first
debate win in early October and started
chipping away at Obama’s foundation in the
swingstates that will decide the election.
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Hall-Mark workers

FROM PAGE 20
Police and witnesses said a

large number of Hall-Mark
Group's ditferent garment
units' workers gathered in
front of their office at
Hemayetpur for arrears
and bonus to see a notice
that the factories were
closed sine die.

The demonstrators
started vandalising glasses
of their factories, but police

dispersed them after half

an hour's effort.
The witnesses said the

authorities were scheduled
to pay the workers in the
morning. Seeing the notice
at around 8:00am, the
agitating workers marched
the highway, but industrial
police stopped them on
Singair-Hemayetpur road,

theyadded.
A series of chase and

counter chase along with
rowdy clashes ensued after
the workers broke police
barricade and marched
forward. The police charge
baton, hurled teargas can-
isters and fired stray bullets
to bring the situation under

control.
A group ot the workers

later gathered on Dhaka-
Aricha Highway at Jorpool
in Hemayetpur, around
one and a half kilometres
away from their factory,
and blocked the road at
around 9:15am.
Additional police force
from the capital rushed
there and tried to convince
them to go off the road in

vain.
The police went on

action at around 11:00am.
Tratfic movement resumed
after the police drove away
the demonstrators from the
highway at around

11:30am.
The witnesses said long

queues of vehicles were
stuck from Gabtoli to
Hemayetpur and from
Hemayetpur to Savar bus
stand on both sides of the
spot.

A number of workers
told reporters they were
paid September's salary a
few days ago and Eid bonus
and overtime payments
were supposed to be paid
yesterday. Without prior
notice the authorities shut
down the factories all of a
sudden.

Operation officer of

Savar police Sazzad Rumon
told this correspondent
they were compelled to go
for action as the agitators
barricaded the highway
and damaged vehicles. The

police shot 125 rounds of

rubber bullets and five
rounds of teargas canisters

during the clash.
Director of Industrial

Police-1, Dhaka (Ashulia)
Mohammad Golam Roufe
Khan told The Daily Star
seven of his men were
injured in the clash.

The workers vandalised
around 30 vehicles during

the clash, he added.
The industrial police

hurled more than one hun-
dred rounds of rubber

bullets and 11 rounds of

teargas canisters.

Ditferent units ot Hall-
Mark Group, owned by
Tanvir Mahmud, have been
shut down recently follow-
ing labour unrest. On
October 14, around 50 peo-
ple were injured after some

15,000 agitating workers of

Hall-Mark Group's
readymade garment facto-
ries in Savar clashed with
police demanding their due
salaries.

The Hall-Mark Group
came to the spotlight after

being accused of embez-

zling huge amount of

money from the Ruposhi
Bangla branch of Sonali

Bankin Dhaka.
Hall-Mark Managing

Director Tanvir Mahmud
was arrested in the city in
connection with the loan
scam.

An investigation by the
Bangladesh Bank found the

Ruposhi Bangla Hotel
branch of Sonali Bank
responsible for illegally
disbursing loans of Tk
35.47 billion to Hall-Mark
Group and five other com-
panies between 2010 and
May this year.
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Kasab's mercy plea goes to Pranab

AFP, New Delhi

Indian home ministry yesterday rejected the
mercy plea of 26/11 lone surviving terrorist Ajmal
Kasab. The ministry has sent its recommendation

to President Pranab Mukherijee.
Pakistan-born Mohammed Kasab, currently in

jail in Mumbai, was one of 10 gunmen who laid
siege to the city in attacks that lasted nearly three

Qatar emir in landmark visit to Gaza

AFP, Rafah

Qatar's emir received a warm welcome on his
landmark visit to the Gaza Strip yesterday, the first
by a head of state since the Islamist Hamas move-

ment took overin 2007.
The visit is something of a diplomatic coup for

Hamas, whose government international digni-
taries have boycotted since the movement forc-
ibly took over the territory in 2007, ousting forces
loyal to the western-backed Palestinian Authority

France to send drones to Mali

THE GUARDIAN ONLINE

France is planning to send drones into Mali as
part of an international intervention to free the
West African country from al-Qaida-backed
insurgents who control large swaths of its terri-
tory, according to reports.

A French detence official said the country was
moving surveillance drones to the region as part
of secretive plans with the US, amid increasing
fears that, if left unchecked, the crisis could serve
as alaunch pad for terrorist attacks on its own soil.

TV host jailed for insulting Morsi

REUTERS, Cairo

An Egyptian talk-show host faces a four-month
jail term after a court convicted him of insulting
President Mohamed Morsi, state media reported

on Monday.
Tawfig Okasha, whose show appears on his

own channel, can appeal the sentence after pay-
ing 100 Egyptian pounds (10.2 pounds) bail, a

source in the court in southern Egypt said.
"Morsi is the President of all Egyptians and

insulting him is like insulting the whole nation,”
Nasr El-Din Mahmoud Maghazy, who filed the
case against Okasha, told Reuters.

Taiwan hospital fire kills 12

AFP, Tainan

At least 12 people were killed and 60 injured when
an early-hours blaze tore through a hospital
catering mainly to bed-ridden and mentally ill

seniors in southern Taiwan yesterday.
The fire started in a nursing facility housing

more than 100 elderly and mentally ill patients in
Tainan city who were evacuated during the inci-
dent, alocal health otficial said.
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Application Deadline: Tuesday, 4 December 2012

Admission Test: Friday, 7 December 2012 at 9:00 a.m.

Admission Requirements:

B A four-year Bachelor or a three-year Honors degree or a Master's degree
in any discipline

W At least Second Class (45% or above) in all exams or a minimum CGPA
of 2.5 on a 4-point scale

B Honors/Master's (appeared) candidates may sit for the admission
test but must submit mark-sheets before admission

B Pass in admission test to be conducted by NSU or minimum score
of 550 (CBT 213) in both TOEFL & GMAT

B Written test is waived for candidates with undergraduate
GPA of 3.7 or above from NSU

Special Features:
B Financial aid and graduate assistantship for MBA students

B Day time classes give flexibility with regular evening classes

B Fifty percent (50%) tuition waiver for candidate with highest score
in admission test and for those with 3.80 CGPA in their
undergraduate degree from NSU

B Course waiver and transfer based on academic background and
special course waiver for candidates with 2 years of executive
experience (upto 24 credits out of 60 credits)

Application Forms are available for Tk. 800 at United Commercial Bank Ltd,

Bashundhara R/A Branch. A complete application includes: (i) application form (duly filled in);
(ii) three passport size photographs; (iii) copies of certificates and mark-sheets (attested) and
(iv) Photocopy of National ID Card.

For Information,

Please Contact:

MBA Program Office, School of Business
North South University

Bashundhara, Dhaka-1229

Phone: 880-2-8852000, ext: 1765/ 1764/ 1763

E-mail: mbainfo@northsouth.edu; Web: www.northsouth.edu




