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located near Ashulia's Fantasy Kingdom. Her numerous
childhood memories surrounding Durga Puja include
the special times at the temple near her house, along
with the many gifts she received as the youngest girl in

the family.

She has also bought several sarees and accessories
for the occasion, as well as shopping for other family
members. The actress says, “Durga Puja is always an
occasion for a special kind of joy. I extend my best
wishes for everyone during the festive days.”

Asked if she has plans to travel during Durga Puja,

drums) at puja mandaps on the
occasion of Durga Puja. The cele-
brations began yesterday.

Laxman, a small farmer says that
he was a youth when he first came
to Mymensingh and still travels to
the town at Puja.” We are not profes-
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programme featuring a discussion, recitation
and classical music.

Noted elocutionist Ashraful Alam inaugu-
rated the festival as chief guest. Alam said,
“Novel ideas and contemplation play an impor-
tant role in building a culture and education -
based nation.”

Professor Liakat Ali, president of SBK, deliv-
ered the welcome speech. He said, “We formed
the organisation with a clear vision. Primarily
we had a study circle of eight members from
different disciplines. Afterwards, several
enlightened personalities got involved with the
centre. I feel that SBK is now the prime knowl-

Union Parishad chairman also
the coordinator of the bull fight-
ing programme, said, “We
arrange this event annually to
revive Bengali traditions.”

To add to the festivity, a fair
was also held in the area.

ent dishes!"

The groom's sisters, Soha and Saba, were spotted
wearing royal Farsi ghararas that once belonged to their
erandmother. Guests from Pakistan, Bangalore,

chandeliers and candles, everything was bathed in
white."

While the guests were mesmerised by the pristine
décor, they also couldn't stop gushing over the live
band that performed at the do. Hyderabad and Bhopal were also a part of the cere-

Unlike the Mumbai reception, where the Bollywood — mony.
fratermaty turned up in Tl Force. the TepIesEntation OF s s e e b s o o Ao i S s owan e
film industry in Delhi was limited to a few people.

Foisal Mahmud, a college stu-
dent who was at the venue with
his family said, “We must return
to our roots by reviving our virtu-
ally lost traditions.”

Razzaq of Kalia (Narail), owner
of a winning bull said, “We partic-

are secondary.”

Mohammad of Bashgram
(Narail), another bull owner
said, “Once village fairs were
inconceivable without bullfights
but now the scenario has
changed totally. We want to

next generation.”

Educationist Munshi Hafizur
Rahman said that bull fighting a
common form of entertainment
in the past, is rapidly heading
towards oblivion. There was a
time when people used to lean
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rhythm; and “Ekhaney Aamra Kajon
Boshey Aachhi”, a jazz genre followed.
Later, the artiste presented “Neel Diye
Bona Aakash Parer”, followed by per-
forming a popular number “Chirkut-e
Dekhi Chhoto Korey Lekha” through
which he narrated his memorable past
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A solo musical evening featuring singer
Shantanu Biswas was held on October
18 in the port city. Ananada Sanskritik
Angan hosted the programme titled

Beetle Baily by Mort Walker
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cultural organisation that accords recep-

library where members can easily pick up their cal started with a well-known Tagore
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reading habit among the members. He also
stressed on the need to encourage children and
students in general to take part in cultural and
literary activities, which would help them grow
into compassionate adults.

After the discussion, the musical soiree
started with the song “Dekhecho ki takey oi
neel nadir tirey” by Nafiz Shariar. Next, Jannat-
e-Ferdous rendered "Aaji nutan ratane
bhushane”. Elocutionists Sharif Hossain,
Shamol Das and Sain Hossain recited a number
of poems at the programme. Noted flutist Ustad
Azizul Islam also performed at the musical
soiree.

News (Bangla) at 1pm, Maasranga Television
dpm, 5pm, 7pm, 9pm, News (Bangla) at 7pm,
11pm. 1am.

The concluding session was presided over
by Pankaj Roy Chowdhury. Shohidul Alam,
Deputy Commissioner, Barisal District; Chil-
dren Affairs officer and addressed among !
others by A H Tawfik Ahmed, divisional officer ' T
UNICEF; Mousumi Jahan; Shubhankar
Chakroborty, resource team members
Sisimpur Qutreach Project; Advocate S M
[gbal; Manabendra Batobayal and Dr. Syed
Habibur Rahman.

The speakers and participants said that
keeping in mind the significant role of parents
in extending pre-school education, the project
should provide training support to them.

rendered “Gaan-e Tara Onek”, “Ekdin
Sabai” and “Haat Takey Chuyechho”.

The melody and the lyrics of the song
“Thako Tumi Jani", narrating the memo-
ries of a young visually impaired female
singer, kept the packed audience spell-
bound. The evening rounded up with
the presentation of one of his popular
songs “Ka(n)thal Chapa”. Litan Mitra
and Shyamal accompanied the artiste
on tabla and violin respectively.
Cultural activist Alam Korshed intro-
duced the artiste at the beginning of the
programime.,

narrated the stories behind the lyrics
composed by him.

Shantanu first presented “Shono
Galpota, Ekhanei Shesh Noy” that he
composed in 2008. Narrating his feel-
ings, Shantanu said, he created the song
when he experienced a human tragedy
that year.

“For me, the theme of the song is
relevant today in the wake of the Ramu
mayhem,” he noted. Rendition of two
songs “Nou Kachhey Nou

Durey” representing French melodic
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Organisers of the programme said that the
Sisimpur venture is implemented under the
Government of Bangladesh and an agreement
signed with US Agency for International
Development (USAID) to expand pre-school
education in Bangladesh.

The Sisimpur team supports Bangladesh
Shishu Academy's child education project by
developing content for materials that are dis-

tributed in more than 3,000 learning centres in
Bangladesh.

Under this project, Bangladesh Shishu Acad-
emy will distribute early learning materials to
pre-schools and train pre-school teachers
through its 64 district offices.

The resources include books, puzzles,
games and teacher and parent training
material.
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