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THOUGHTS FROM CAMBRIDGE

The dilemma between economic growth ano
environmental growtn

Being a front level sufferer of climate change,
Bangladesh can present herself as a leader to
formulate and implement environmental growth
policies which, besides contributing to mitigate
climate change, would create a prospect to take the
lead in low-carbon products exporting to developed
countries which have already initiated many serious
policies for greener growth for the sake of a

sustainable future.

AUL Ekins, Professor of Energy and

Environmental Policy at the

University College London, was the
first speaker of Sustainability in Crisis con-
ference organised by St Edmunds College,
University of Cambridge. Accepting the
ongoing conflict between economic growth
and environmental growth, he aimed to
show the reconciliation of these two apply-
ing economic theories. He came to a con-
clusion that, despite the ongoing conflict,
environmental growth policy will reign over
the current economic growth policy and,
contradictory to popular belief, environ-
mental growth focus will greatly enhance

economic growth.
Further conclusion was that the under-

lying reason not to take the environmental
growth policy was actually not fearing of
tardy economic growth, but to become
politically unpopular. Despite this, envi-
ronmental growth policy is a necessity for
adequate mitigation of climate change.
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The sooner the better to avoid the immi-

nent collapse of the environment, said
Paul.
Third kind of growth besides economic

and physical growth is growth in human
welfare which is deeper than the other
two and mostly based on faith. None ot
the physical and economic growth alone
does resolve the growth in human wel-
tare. Certainly, the growth in human wel-
fare is dependent on sustaining environ-
mental functions. However, it has a com-
plex relationship to economic growth
some functions of which help human
welfare and some other functions harm,
such as too much load of economic
growth increases employment but
decreases leisure and deteriorates human

relationship.
Paul Ekins however admitted that the

growth in human welfare could not be fully
addressed by traditional thoughts of eco-
nomic growth. Nonetheless, the economic
growth is the wheel of civilisation and
comes from applied knowledge to trans-

Carbon emissions lead to human induced global warming

O-Security essential

South Asia is a region of importance for its rich
biological diversity, marine, coastal and fresh water
fisheries. Besides, this region is one of the most
populous in the world and a large part of its
population is dependent on natural resources for
their livelihoods and survival, often causing pressure

on that.

MOHAMMAD MIZANUR RAHMAN

OR thousands of years, people on

Earth have habituated to live with

environmental adaptation in a sus-
tainable fashion. By applying traditional
knowledge and wisdom built up regarding
the use of natural resources including tlora-
fauna both mutually survived until the
sixties of the past century. But over the past
five decades, they have changed the ecosys-

tems extensively.
These changes have contributed too

many development gains, but at massive
environmental costs: loss of biodiversity,
land degradation, reduced availability of
water and natural resources for many of the
world's most deprived people. Flora-fauna
based resources provide raw materials for
medicines, trade, industry and dependent
livelihoods and sustenance system. Genetic
resources based diversity provides for the
latest breeding programmes, developed
crops, enhanced agricultural production,

and helps in food security.
Forests, woodlands, fresh water and

marine and other natural ecosystems pro-
vide a range of services, frequently not
acknowledged in any national economic
accounts but nonetheless vital to human
welfare: regulating water flows, flash tlood
control, pollination, decontamination,
maintaining carbon cycle, bio-diversity

conservation etc.
Biodiversity includes diversity within

species populations (genetic variation), the
number of species, and the diversity of
ecosystems. Biological diversity means
variability among living organisms from all
sources including inter alia terrestrial,
marine and other aquatic ecosystems and
the ecological complexes of which they are
part, including diversity within species,
between species and ecosystems.
Biodiversity is indispensable for human
existence and is critical for maintaining
ecosystems. But globally one and a half
acres of rain forests are lost every second.
As a result, we are losing 137 plant, animal,
and insect species every day. Those losses

will have significant implications for human

health, since approximately 25 percent of
modern pharmaceuticals are derived from
rain forests as well as medicinal plants
based ingredients, not to mention that
biodiversity maintains the very environ-
ment and atmosphere essential for human
survival. In the light of these perspectives,
the most important challenge to all who are
responsible for supporting sustainable
development will be to reverse the current
degradation of biodiversity resources and
loss of ecosystem services.

South Asia is a region of importance for
its rich biological diversity, marine, coastal

form the non-resources into resource.
Exploitation of resources is the way of eco-
nomic growth and therefore has negative
impact on the natural environment. Thus,
the radical environmentalists urge to curve
the economic growth for the sake of envi-
ronmental growth. Paul Ekins has given a
thought to reconcile the two and tried to
identify whether economic growth is envi-

ronmentally sustainable.
He showed that it was theoretically possi-

ble and "absolute decoupling” is a policy
tool to do so. Countries like France,
Germany, and UK have tried to apply the
decoupling and in some instances achieved
absolute decoupling. In Germany, GDP
grew by about 23% in an instance, but the
production of sulphur dioxide fall by about
90%. Several other countries such as Japan,
Turkey, and USA have achieved "relative
decoupling” in some instances. Their initia-
tives have helped grow air pollution in a
lesser proportion to their GDP. Therefore, it
is possible to achieve environmentally sus-
tainable economic growth in practice. Now

the question is how.
The three possible suggestions to achieve

environmental growth to mitigate climate
change are radical application of environ-
mental pricing, investment to innovate
environmentally viable technology, and
behaviour change of mass population. Paul
Ekins indicated that the application of these
policies could reduce economic growth
(GDP) in the short term, but increase GDP
by about 1% in the long term probably by
2050 only for the initiatives taken to reduce
carbon emission.

Investment for green innovation and
technologies will lead to higher employ-
ment with environmental impact of less
pollution and tewer resource uses. Thus, the
environmental growth leads not only to
economic growth but also growth in human
well-being.

Formulation and implementation of
Environmental Tax Reforms (ETR) is a solu-
tion to reconciliate economic and environ-
mental growth. ETR is the shifting of taxa-
tion from 'goods’ (like income, protfits) to
'bads’ (like resource, pollution). Countries
like Denmark, Sweden, UK have imple-
mented ETRs in small scale. So tar, the out-
comes include the reduction of emissions
and energy demand, and increase of
employment. Furthermore, the GDP of ETR
countries have been increasing compared

to non ETR countries since 1994,
One of the concerns of policy makers is

that the cost of implementing strong envi-
ronmental growth is very high. Huge invest-
ments are required in the development and

for boosting econom

and fresh water fisheries. Besides, this
region is one of the most populous in the
world and a large part of its population is
dependent on natural resources for their
livelihoods and survival, often causing pres-

sure on that.
Biological resources, especially the flora

and fauna are directly and indirectly of
economic importance for humans provid-
ing food and medicines as well as industrial
raw materials. The services rendered by
biodiversity are vital for functioning of the
global economy. Biodiversity and ecosys-
tem services contribute to environmental
sustainability, we simply cannot do without
it. Admitting the importance, over the last
two decades, the World Bank Group has
built up a rich porttolio of biodiversity pro-
jects, worth more than USD 6 billion. A
considerable amount of that investment
has been dedicated to protected areas, but
there is an increasing focus on improving
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deployment of greener technologies right
along the innovation chain for large-scale
climate change mitigation. It is a long-term
process to get benefits and requires to
accept short-term discomfort. Each govern-
ment is typically ot 4 to 5 years term and
thus reluctant to take the challenge fearing

to become less popular.
Main reason to be politically unpopular

is that high carbon prices for ETR will
greatly change lifestyles and consumption
patterns of mass people. Nonetheless, this
politically unpopular policy needs to be
initiated not to face environmental collapse
so soon. It is already too late and millions of
the world's population are in immediate
danger of losing ground under their feet to
rising water level for the rapid pace of

global warming.
Paul Ekins concluded with a prediction

that relatively high growth countries in a
sustainable future would be those who had
developed and could export resource-
efficient technologies and products. This
conclusion bears underlying direction for
growing countries like Bangladesh. At one
point in the future, developed countries
could obligate import of green products as
they did for the cause of child labour in the
garments sector. Importing developed
countries at once urged to prohibit child
labour in garments sector, otherwise they
insisted no trade. Similarly, they may insist
import of only low-carbon products.

Keeping this possibility in mind,
Bangladesh can seriously consider going
for the production of low-carbon products
for export and local consumption, so she
can be ahead of partaking more global

natural resource management and
mainstreaming biodiversity into forestry,
coastal zone management, such as salinity

control and agricultural activities.
Bangladesh has possessed a plenty of

species diversity in flora and fauna. Though
area-wise it is a small country, its species
richness has been relatively large, but popu-
lation density of most of the species has
declined drastically while human popula-
tion has grown too large. Whatever, there
are many severe threats causing
biodiversity losses of which some are direct
and others are indirect. Direct threats
include: change of land use, fragmentation
and loss of habitats, change in hydrological
regime, pollution and grabbing, imprudent
tourism, unsustainable agricultural prac-
tices, introduction of high yielding varieties
and invasive alien species of plants and
animals, and current transtormational
change known as climate change. Indirect

I S TR T’%’ﬁ\{;'
i SN, k) '.IE“. "
» . '. . 'I.‘ v

1L

} o ¥

P L5 ," P

R o
1 L

:1‘__ ﬁ: *'] .'.‘ o e _.;_

L. 2 .F_,l:!_irjl = &

et
R

N -

-' . J:-'Il- ¥
] B ::" oy '. ] :
;!E;lﬂ f._fr_.‘-rq PR

il - Py
- A ..El--::_‘ -"\

-.i'rl | h

. i i il [ & - s
Py - = o i by i .r_

Sunderbans mangroves, rich in biodiversity, need proper protection

ﬁarhiing induced climate change leads to naural disast

share of exports and contribute to mitigate
climate change. Being a front level sufferer
of climate change, Bangladesh can present
herself as a leader to formulate and imple-
ment environmental growth policies which,
besides contributing to mitigate climate
change, would create a prospect to take the
lead in low-carbon products exporting to
developed countries which have already
initiated many serious policies for greener

orowth for the sake of a sustainable future.
Discussions of Paul Ekins at the

University of Cambridge prove that the
environmental growth initiatives contribute
positively to economic growth and defy the
demand of radical environmentalists to halt
economic growth. Politically unpopular
choice of environmental growth policies are
essential to formulate and implement to
defer impending possibility of environmen-
tal collapse. Bangladesh has some to take
from the discussions of Paul Ekins -- intro-
duce greener productions that could make
it a desirable source country of low-carbon
products import for the countries which
have been looking to grow in a greener way
to lengthen the world's sustainability.
Bangladesh has potential to lead producing
and exporting of greener products and
technologies. The question is how sincere
the policy makers of Bangladesh are to take
the initiative in the interest of economic
growth of Bangladesh as well as the envi-
ronmental sustainability of the mother
earth.

The writer is an assistant professor at University of Liberal

Arts Bangladesh (ULAB).
Email: mohammad.sakhawat@gmail.com
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threat are: shortcomings of economic sys-
tems and policies, lack of species knowl-
edge and awareness, inadequate legal and
institutional systems, unplanned
infrastructural development and urbanisa-
tion, migration and other anthropogenic
factors.

However, for essential bio-security we
have to prioritise the following areas:
¢ Promoting green approaches; such as
forestation, conservation maintaining plant
diversity, eco-park and eco-tourism
programmes.

e Promoting green energy as well as renew-
able energy and green economy activities.
e Introducing energy etficiency, bio-satety;,
bio-materials and environmentally benign
programimes.

e Participating in sustainable water sys-
tems programmes.

e Continuing efficient waste management
programmes including recycling.

e Saving rivers and canals from polluters
and grabbers.

e Collecting and disseminating traditional
farmer's knowledge.

e Contributing to and participating in
biodiversity programmes; United Nations
REDD & REDD plus programmes.

Finally, we see that governments and civil
socleties include environmental activists
and anti-global warming activists in their
programmes around the world who are
committing to biodiversity conservation
and marine water resources conservation
because people, including private sector
corporations and companies, have bene-
fited greatly from animals, plants and
marine waters resources. So, it is high time
bio-security is paid appropriate attention in
Bangladesh.

The writer is a botanist, researcher.
E-mail: mizanhe_1971@yahoo.com



