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NUKE FUEL DEAL

Australia, India take

Pak floods
kill 455,

Cabinet reshuffle talks

grow in India

PTI, New Dethi

Congress General
Secretary Rahul Gandhi
met Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh yester-
day amid talks of a cabinet
reshuffle.

While there was no

ment.

There have been repeated demands from
within the Congress that Gandhi play a
"larger role” in the organisation and the

government.

The meeting comes a day after Congress
president Sonia Gandhi and Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh had separate meetings
with President Pranab Mukherjee.

There has been speculation about a

Manmohan
official word as to what transpired at the
meeting, the Prime Minister has been time
and again inviting Rahul to join the govern-

Rahul

reshuffle in the Cabinet for
quite some time now,
especially after the exit of
Trinamool Congress min-
isters both at the levels of
Cabinet and ministers of
state levels.

There have been berths
vacated by DMK represen-

tatives A Raja and Dayanidhi Maran in the
last two years after their names cropped in
the 2G scam. However, DMK president M

Karunanidhi has recently made clear that his

berths.

party will not not like to reclaim their lost

Congress sources said that the reshuffle

and induction could be largely from the

isters.

400 species added to
'threatened’ list

AFP, Hyderabad

An island-dwelling cockroach and a tiny snail were declared
extinct yesterday while 400 plants and animals were added
to a threatened "Red List" as global environment ministers

metinIndia.

The International Union for Conservation of Nature

(IUCN) updated its authoritative study on the state of
biodiversity on Earth, saying 20,219 species were at risk of

dying out.

It added 402 species such as the Egyptian dab lizard and
the Sichuan Taimen, a fresh water fish from China, to the
"Red List", which puts them in the threatened category.

A quarter of the world's mammals, 13 percent of birds, 41

percent ofamphibians and 33 percent of reef-building corals
are atrisk of extinction, according to the IUCN.
The report set alarm bells ringing as more than 70 envi-

ronment ministers met for talks on halting the depletion of

the Earth's natural resources, with pressure for them to
match political pledges with hard cash.
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defence of Quader Mollah

were not “cooperating” with
the court and were lingering
cross-examination “to kill
time”,

Yesterday was fixed for
cross-examination of Abdur
Razzague Khan, one of two
investigation officers of the
case against the Jamaat
leader in connection with
crimes against humanity
committed during the
Liberation War.

Only Quader Mollah's
case was on the tribunal's
“causelist” yesterday.

When the judges of the
tribunal took their seats at

10:40am, none of the
defence was present at the
courtroom. Two prosecu-
tors, Abdur Razzaque and a
number of journalists were
present at that time.

At around 10:30am, the
stipulated time to start the
court proceedings, a court
employee enquired about
the defence but did not find
anyone present.

Quader Mollah was pro-
duced at the courtroom at
10:45am and a junior mem-
ber of the defence came as
well.

party. There is speculation that some young
faces, considered close to Rahul,
Manicka Tagore and Meenakshi Natarajan
could be inducted into the council of min-

like

affect 5m

AFP, Islamabad

Monsoon floods in Pakistan
have killed 455 people over
the past five weeks and
affected more than five mil-
lion, according to the latest
figures from the govern-
ment's disasterreliefagency.

Pakistan suffered devas-
tating floods in the past two
years, including the worst in
its history in 2010 when
catastrophic inundations
across the country killed
almost 1,800 people and
affected 21 million.

More than 260,000 people
around the country have
sought shelter in relief camps
since early September, though
this figure is down from the
290,000 reported by NDMA
two and a halfweeks ago.

first steps

AFP, New Delhi

Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard yesterday agreed to
open negotiations to export uranium nuclear fuel to energy-
hungry India after meeting her counterpart Manmohan

Singh in New Delhi.

The deal, which will provide a boost for India's civilian
nuclear ambitions, comes after Australia reversed its policy
of refusing to sell uranium to India as it has not signed the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

Gillard overcame opposition within her own Labor party
to reverse the ban last year, arguing that the deal was neces-
sary to improve ties with one of Asia's biggest economies.

The two countries will now kick off formal discussions, but
have warned that negotiations are likely to last up to two years.

New Delhi -- backed by the US -- won a special exemption
in 2008 from the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), which
governs global nuclear trade, to allow it to buy reactors and

fuel from overseas.

India, which has fractious relations with its nuclear-armed
neighbour Pakistan, had been subject to a global embargo
since 1974 when it first conducted a nuclear weapons test.

PTI1, Melbourne

Cows' milk protects against HIV!

virus from infecting cells when combing

newborn against disease.

Sunreported.

decade off.

court, but none of your
seniors is present,” said
Justice Obaidul Hassan.

Mohammad Shazzad Ali
Chowdhury, the junior mem-
ber of the defence, just said,
“coming” and left the court-
room.

At that moment, Quader
Mollah said from the dock
that he was feeling unwell
since Tuesday and urged the
jail authorities to carry him
in an ambulance, but they
brought him in a prison van.

At that point, Judge
Shahinur Islam asked him,

Cows' milk can be potentially developed
into affordable creams that can help protect
humans against HIV, a study has claimed.
Lead scientist from University of
Melbourne Marit Kramski found that when
pregnant cows were vaccinated with an
HIV protein, the first milk produced by the
cow after giving birth, called colostrum,
produced high antibodies to protect its

Researchers were now planning to test
the effectiveness and safety of the milk
before turning it into a cream which will
hopefully allow women to protect them-
selves against contracting the virus during
sex, without relying on men, the Herald

However, the final result could be a

The researchers were able to inhibit the

“Where are your seniors?
We have turned up in the

“Where is your counsel?”
At 10:50am, the tribunal
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Sealed tenders are

Tender Notice

invited for supply and installation of various

instruments / machineries in (a) Machine Laboratory, (b) Power
Electronics Laboratory, (c) Power System Protection Laboratory, (d)
Digital Signal Processing Laboratory, (e) Electrical Circuit Laboratory,

(f) Measurement and Instrumentation Laboratory, (g) Digital and

Analogue Electronics
Design Laboratory, (i
Laboratory & (k)

Laboratory, (h) VLSI, FPGA & Embedded System
) Microprocessor Laboratory, (j) Control Systems
Communication Engineering and Microwave

Engineering Laboratory of EEE Department of Green University of
Bangladesh. Interested manufacturers / suppliers are requested to

collect tender schedu

les from the Registrar's office on any working day

from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm up to October 20, 2012. Last date to drop

sealed tenders is 1 November, 2012 12:00 hrs. Tenders will be opened
at 1230 hrs on 1 November, 2012.

Registrar
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crearn.

ordered one of its bench
officers to go to the
defence's room on the
ground floor.

“Go there and tell them
[the defence] to come within
five minutes. Otherwise, we
will leave the bench [court-
room] and wouldn't allow
them to cross-examine [the
investigation officer],” said
Justice Hassan adding,
“What is this? It is inde-
cency.”

At 10:53am, Abdus
Sobhan Tarafder and
Ekramul Hauge, two senior
members of the defence,
appeared before the tribunal.

“We are here for last 15
minutes but none of you was
present,” said Justice
Hassan.

“Sorry, my lord,” apolo-
gised Abdus Sobhan.

“Sorry is not enough,”
said Judge Shahinur Islam,
adding, “It appears that you
are not cooperating [with
the court].”

“You could have sent a
person [counsel]. Your client
wanted to say something. He
has some problems. But
none of you is present,” said
Justice Hassan.

“Newspersons are also
here. What would be their
impression and notion
[about the court]?” said

Judge ShahinurIslam.

The tribunal recorded
cross-examination of Abdur
Razzaque Khan, twelfth and
last prosecution witness in
the case, before adjourning
the proceeding until today
when Razzaque will face
further cross-examination.

Following a plea from the
defence, the tribunal
allowed Quader Mollah to
leave the courtroom at
around 12:00pm as he was
feeling “unwell”.

Abdus Sobhan cross-
examined Razzaque and
Mohammad Ali and AKM
Saiful Islam appeared on
behalf of the prosecution.

On May 28, the tribunal
indicted Quader Mollah on
six charges of crimes against
humanity including murder
and massKkilling.

SAYEDEE'S CASE

Two defence witnesses
yesterday gave deposition in
favour of war crimes
accused and another Jamaat
leader Delawar Hossain
Sayedee at the International
Crimes Tribunal-1.

Prosecutor Syed Haidar
Ali later completed cross-
examination of the 14th
defence witness -- Emran
Hossain -- but could not
cross-examine the 15th

the virus cells with milk.

“We think the antibodies bind to the
surface of the virus and blocks the protein
which needs to be freed to get in contact
with human cells like a key and lock sys-
tem. If the key's not accessible or you
change the key, you can't open the door,”
Kramski said adding “It's a very cheap and
easyway to produce alot ofantibodies.”

Kramski had partnered with Australian
biotechnology company Immuron Ltd to
develop the milk, and would continue work-
ing with them to produce a preventative

“We have theantibodies at the moment the
nextstep will be formulation,” Kramski said.

Condoms were “cheap and easy” but not
an option for everyone with millions of
people getting infected with HIV every
year, she added.

Detence lawyers castigated for delay

defence witness -- Abdus
Salam Hawladar -- since he
suddenly fellill.

Emran, 59, in his deposi-
tion claimed Sayedee was in
Jessore until mid-May dur-
ing the Liberation War in

1971.
Salam, 65, said some

Razakars looted some
houses in Parerhaat and
adjacent localities and set
fire to those on May 7-8,
1971.

The tribunal went to
lunch break soon after the
prosecutor began the cross-
examination.

After the break, the
defence informed the tribu-
nal their witness threw up
twice and suddenly fell ill
and was taking rest on the

ground-floor room.,
Tribunal Chairman

Justice Md Nizamul Hugq
expressed surprise over
Salam's sudden illness and
asked the defence to bring
him at the courtroom.

Salam entered the court-
room with the help of two
persons. He was coughing.
He was given a comfortable
chair as per the tribunal's
direction. The tribunal
chairman then observed the
witness forabout 10 minutes
while Salam was rubbing his

head and neck.
The tribunal asked the

witness if he would be able
to face cross-examination
and the witness replied in
the negative.

The tribunal then sent
him back and told the
defence that the tribunal was
not satisfied with the sudden
illness ofthe witness.

“"He [Salam] does not
seem that much ill that he
could not be able to face
cross-examination,” Justice
Hug observed.

The tribunal also criti-
cised the defence as they
neither gave any treatment
to the witness nor informed
anyone including the tribu-
nal aboutit.

The tribunal then asked
the defence to produce him
until the cross-examination
of Sayedee's son is com-
pleted.

The prosecution later
cross-examined Sayedee's
son Masud Savedee over the
documents produced by
him. The proceeding of the
case was adjourned until
today.

Sayedee, facing 20
charges of crimes against
humanity allegedly commit-
ted by him during the
Liberation War, was pro-
duced before the tribunal.

Suicide blast
hits Afghan
Nato base

AFP, Kabul

A huge blast from a Taliban
suicide truck bomb attack
on a joint Nato-Afghan army
base in eastern Afghanistan
yesterday injured several
international and Afghan
troops, officials said.

Nato's International
Security Assistance Force
(ISAF) confirmed that
some of its troops were
wounded along with
Afghan soldiers, but would
notdisclose how many.

Reports by Afghan offi-
cials of the number of Afghan
soldiers wounded in the
attack -- claimed by Taliban
insurgents -- varied from 11
to 45, with the lower figure
confirmed by the defence
ministry. There were no
reports ofanydeaths.

The attack came as
Afghan forces take on an
increasing role in the war
against the Taliban with
Nato drawing down its
forces ahead of a pull-out
of all combat troops at the
endof2014.

So far this year the Afghan
army and police have suf-
fered an average of 535 casu-
alties -- killed and wounded -
-each month, ISAF says.

In contrast, a total of 358
ISAF troops have been killed
this year, according to the
icasualties.com website.

“brie

BJP chief accused in irrigation scam

BBC ONLINE

India's top anti-corruption campaigner Arvind
Kejriwal has accused Nitin Gadkari, chief of the
main opposition Bharatiya Janata Party, of involve-
mentinamassive corruption scandal.

The activist alleged that Gadkari was involved in
an irrigation scam worth millions of dollars.

Kejriwal accused the BJP leader of stealing "the
water, power and land of poor farmers". Gadkari has
rejected similar charges by activists in the past.

In recent days, Kejriwal has made serious corrup-
tion allegations against Law Minister Salman
Khurshid and RobertVadra, son-in-law of the ruling

Amnesty Int'l hit with strike

AFP, London

Amnesty International, the body which defends
human rights around the world, faced protests from
its own staff on Wednesday as they went on strike
over adispute about redundancies.

Members of Unite, Britain's largest trade union,
who work at Amnesty's global headquarters in
London, organised a 24-hour walkout over a
planned restructuring programme that could lead to
dozens ofjob losses.

Amnesty is proposing to redistribute more than
500 staff in London to 10 regional hubs around the
world, which Amnesty said would put representa-

7 masterpieces stolen from museum

AFP, Rotterdam, Netherlands

Seven masterpieces, including paintings by Picasso,
Matisse, Monet and Gauguin, were stolen from a
Dutch museum in a pre-dawn heist Tuesday, police
said, with an expert adding the haul could be worth
up to 200 million euros ($260 million).

Alerted by an alarm but arriving at the museum in
Rotterdam after the thief or thieves had fled, police
said they had launched a major investigation that
includes interviewing possible witnesses and exam-
ining closed-circuit television.

The art theft is the biggest in the Netherlands in
more than 20 years.

Museum director Emily Ansenk, who flew back to
Rotterdam after hearing of the theft during a visit to
Turkey, told a press conference that what had hap-
pened was "anightmare for any museum”.

The stolen paintings were "unique works that are
known around the world," she said.

S Lanka frees wanted Tiger leader

AFP, Colombo

The last leader of Sri Lanka's Tamil Tigers, who is
wanted by India over the assassination of former
premier Rajiv Gandhi, has been freed from military
custody, the defence ministry said yesterday.

Selvarasa Pathmanathan, who was arrested in
August 2009, was no longer in detention and was free
to carry out work for a charity he had formed, said
Lakshman Hulugalle, the head of the defence minis-
try's media centre.

India regards the 58-year-old Pathmanathan as a

key suspect in the May 1991 assassination of Gandhi
by a Sri Lankan Tamil suicide bomber during an elec-
tionrally in the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu.

ISAF does not usually release
the number of its troops
wounded in operations.

The Taliban said their
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