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members of cooperatives worldwide,

FAO Representative
in Bangladesh

Message

Throughout the world, cooperatives are present in almost all sectors, includin
enerating more than 100 million jobs.
generating activities, that lead to better bargaining power for members as buyers and sellers in the market place. Besides being centers of productive activity,
a social safety net, offering a community-driven departing point for creating resilience and countering threats to people’s livelinoods.

Bangladesh is a country of opportunities where success stories of cooperatives can be built upon for even greater impact in future. We need to work together to create a favourable environment in
which cooperatives can form, develop, thrive and effectively compete with mainstream business enterprises. In this context, cooperatives and other forms of producer organizations in Bangladesh can
become strong, legitimate actors with the potential to further lift production, improve food and nutrition security, and act as major agents of change.

The importance of cooperatives and rural organizations was reflected in the decision of the UN General Assembly to designate 2012
as “International Year of Cooperatives”. The focus on Cooperatives celebrates the unique role that this "business model with a social

conscience” plays in our modern world.

A cooperative is an association of member of a society who come together to form a jointly owned, democratically controlled enterprise where generating a profit is not the only objective. The aim of
cooperatives is in fact to put people before profit. Members help each other to achieve their shared social, cultural and economic aspirations. Ultimately, a cooperative is a social as well as a
productive enterprise that promotes peace and democracy in addition to generating employment and income.

| wish a immense success of the World Food Day 2012.

World Food Day 2012 highlights the vital role that cooperatives play in improving food security and contributing to the eradication of
hunger and poverty. Particularly in developing countries, food production needs to double by 2050 to feed growing populations This is
particularly relevant in Bangladesh, where the population has increased from about 75 million at independence in 1971 to about 150
million now, and continues to grow. In this situation, despite the good progress registered over the past decades, eradication of
undernourishment -not having access to adequate amounts of safe and nutritious food to sustain a healthy and productive life- remains
a challenge. The need to act is therefore very strong and every effort is being made to ensure that the situation improves further. In an
effort to contribute to FAQ's mandate, this year’s theme of World Food Day is Agricultural cooperatives — key to feeding the world.

agriculture, food, finance, health care, marketing, insurance and credit. Today, around one billion individuals are
he members of these cooperatives participate in production, profit-sharing, cost-saving, risk-sharing and income-

rthermore, they are also and essentially

Dominique Burgeon
FAO Representative in Bangladesh




