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MPs engaged in negative
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or, if they did, the police
refused to acceptit.

Of those involved in "neg-
ative activities," over 80
percent were involved in
controlling the decision
making process of local
administrations, and
appointments and transfers
in different national and
local organisations. Seventy
percent of the MPs were
engaged in government
tenders, using licences of
their relatives or other peo-
ple.

Of the surveyed lawmak-
ers, 141 are male and eight
female while 136 are trea-
sury bench lawmakers (27
ministers or state ministers)
and 13 opposition lawmak-
ers. However, the surveyed
MPs were not named in the
report.

More than eight percent
of the 149 legislators who
have government plots or
flats in Dhaka in their or
their wives' names have
taken plots or flats for a
second time by submitting
false statements.

Titled, “Analysis of posi-
tive and negative role of
lawmakers of the ninth
parliament,” the survey data
was collected from, among

other sources, 44 group
discussions in 42 districts.
With the participation of
more than 600 discussants,
these meetings, held
between July and
September, discussed the
out-of-parliament activities
of the MPs.

The participants
included local teachers,
lawyers, media persons and
other professionals and
those selected were appar-
ently impartial. The survey
was done on 149 MPs as they
are well-known to the partic-
ipants. The lawmakers about
whom the participants had
little or no information were
not discussed at these meet-
ings, says the report.

In its analysis, the TIB
said lack of intra-party demo-
cratic values, a tendency
towards doing anything to
win elections and a culture
of impunity might have
inspired the lawmakers to
get involved in negative
activities.

On the right side, 53.7
percent of the surveyed MPs
had "positive contributions”
outside parliament.

These activities include
their role in education,
health and agriculture sec-
tor, keeping cordial relations
with the opposition and
voters, constructing infra-
structures, solving local
problems, ensuring relief
distribution on personal
initiatives, maintaining law
and order and encouraging
women's empowerment.

The opposition lawmak-
ers are better connected
with the voters compared to
their ruling party counter-
parts. But in the case of
"negative and immoral”
activities, the ratio of the
ruling and the opposition
MPs is almost the same.

The study reveals that the
lawmakers spent a little over

nine percent time of the total
254 sittings (till the seventh
session) for legislation,
which is their main task.
“The reason is that the
MPs spend most of their
times interfering in local
administration work and

local development projects.
The TIB therefore recom-
mends making a law to stop
MPs from engaging in local
development activities,” TIB
Executive Director
[ftekharuzzaman told a
press conference in the
capital's Brac Centre Inn.

According to him, MPs
will devote more time to the
law making process if they
are legally barred from
engagingin local affairs.

The study shows that all
of the 149 MPs secured 4
points on an average out of
total 10 by the electorate.

“Only 3.36 percent law-
makers could secure score

7.6 outof 10 by the electorate
and 68.45 scored less than
5," the study report says.

[t shows 27 percent of the
time spent in legislative
purpose was used to amend
bills by rephrasing sen-
tences instead of debating
coreissues.

Nearly 24 percent of the
time of the 254 sittings was
spent in question answer
sessions of the prime minis-
ter and other ministers.
While these sessions were
important, ministers tended
to avoid "embarrassing”
questions.

Due to the lawmakers'
delay in attending the ses-
sion, there was a regular
quorum crisis from January
2009 to December 2011. The
duration of this quorum
crisis amounts to 7,785
minutes (about 130 hours).
MPs are late as they remain
busy with out-of-parliament
activities, says the report.

The financial value of this
loss of time would be Tk
32.67 crore, according to the
report.

The TIB reiterated its
recommendation for ban-
ning en masse abstention
from the House through
limiting the maximum time
for remaining absent from
parliament to 30 days and
the highest seven days in a
rOW.

It also called upon the
government to elect a dep-
uty Speaker from the oppo-
sition and making it manda-
tory for the Speaker and the
deputy Speaker to resign
from party posts before
taking office.

In addition, the anti-
corruption watchdog rec-
ommended amending
Article 70 of the constitu-
tion, allowing members to
vote against their parties on
issues other than impeach-
ment of the president, the
national budget and
national security.

TIB Senior Programme
Manager Shahajada M
Akram presented the study
report. TIB Chairperson
Sultana Kamal and Trustee
Board Member Hafizuddin
Khan were also present on
the occasion.

REACTION

Reacting to the report, AL
lawmaker Abdul Matin
Khasru said, “The study is
totally unacceptable as its
method is unscientific.”

Khasru, also a former law
minister, said: “The TIB
published a similar study
report just days before the
1/11 changeover in 2007. It
[TIB] has again engaged
itself in likewise conspiracy.
We strongly condemn such
objectionable move by the
TIB;~

Hafizuddin Ahmed, a
lawmaker of the Jatiya Party,
anally of the AL, doubted the
accuracy of the statistics but
said the survey was not
"completely bogus".

Opposition Chief Whip
Zainul Abdin Farroque said,
"We [the opposition] are
only a few. The opposition
does not get any allocation.
So the question of our
involvement in irregularities
does notarise."

He said most of the ruling
alliance lawmakers were
now running after money,
but added, "Not that all of
thatisbad."

Terming the report accu-

rate, BNP lawmaker Mahbub
Uddin Khokon said most of

the politicians were now using
politics to make money.

Philippine
rebel chief
in historic
peace trip

AFP, Manila

The leaders of the
Philippines' biggest Muslim
rebel group yesterday
arrived in Manila for a his-
toric visit aimed at ending
one of Asia's longest and
deadliestinsurgencies.

Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) chief Murad
Ebrahim and other senior
rebel figures emerged from
their remote bases in the
country's south to oversee
the signing of an accord
today that outlines a
roadmap for peace by 2016.

The accord, announced
by President Benigno
Aquino a week ago, has won
applause from foreign gov-
ernments and the United
Nations as a rare chance to
end a rebellion that has
killed an estimated 150,000
people since the 1970s.

However rank-and-file
soldiers of the 12,000-strong
MILE as well as the groups's
leaders and independent
security analysts, have
warned that many obstacles
could still derail the peace
process.

Ebrahim, an ageing war-
rior in his 60s who has spent
most of his life in the south-
ern Philippine region of
Mindanao, is making his first
official trip as MILF leader to
Manila.

The signing will be at the
presidential palace, so
Ebrahim will also become
the first MILF chief to get
inside the country's inner
sanctum of power.

Sonali Bank
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around 9:00pm from a street

in Rampura area. "We
arrested him at the request of
the Anti-Corruption
Commission.”

Azizur would be handed
over to Ramna police through
the ACC authorities, he
added.

The Sonali Bank higher
authorities suspended Azizur
Rahman on June 6. He is said
to have been the key person
behind the loan scandal.

Bangladesh Bank on May
21 gave Sonali Banka 17-point
directive, along with an
inspection report, on the
measures to be taken against
the guilty parties.

On August 26, the central
bank directed Sonali Bank to
suspend 31 of its officers,
including two deputy manag-
ing directors, for their involve-
mentinthescam.

The ACC conducted an
enquiry and later filed 11
cases against 27 people,
including Sonali Bank's 20
former and present officials
and seven officials of the Hall-
Mark Group.

The Rab on October 7
arrested Hall-Mark Group
Managing Director Tanvir
Mahmud and General
Manager Tushar Ahmed from
a hideout in the capital's
Mirpur.

WB panel starts
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The global lender had
cancelled its $1.2 billion credit
for the $2.9 billion project on
June 29, saying it had credible
evidence of a corruption
conspiracy involving
Bangladeshi officials, execu-
tives of a Canadian firm and
some private individuals.

The panel, headed by Luis
Moreno Ocampo, former chief
prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court,
also wanted to know the defi-
nition of corruption according
to Bangladesh laws, said Hug.

The lawyer said both sides
agreed that the probe into the
corruption allegations over
the project would be con-
ducted in line with
Bangladesh laws.

ACC Chairman Ghulam
Rahman said the team
inquired about the process of

investigation and trial in
Bangladesh.

“We briefed them accord-
ingly,” said Rahman.

Asked whether the panel
had made any suggestions to
the ACC, he said it did not give
themanyadvice.

The panel met top ACC
officials after it arrived in
Dhaka yesterday to assess the
conduct of the ACC probe into
the alleged corruption in the
project.

WB Country Director Ellen
Goldstein, who accompanied

the panel, said they had a“very
productive” initial meeting
with the ACC.

"They [the ACC] have
shown us their full collabora-
tion and the topic of the dis-
cussion was the way in which
the panel and the ACC will
work together so that the
panel can provide advice and
also assess the characteristics
of the investigation," said
Goldstein.

The team will submit a
report to the WB with its find-
ings. A positive report on the
Bangladesh government's
handling of the corruption
allegations in the project is
likely to pave the way for an
early release of its $1.2 billion
credit.

Timothy Tong, former
commissioner of the
Independent Commission
Against Corruption of Hong
Kong Special Administrative
Region, and Richard
Alderman, former director of
the UK Serious Fraud Office,
are the two other members of
the WB panel headed by
Ocampo.

The WB, which decided to
revive its loan on September
21 after the Bangladesh gov-
ernment agreed to its terms
and conditions, appointed the

external panel early this
month to assess the conduct

ofthe ACC investigation.

4 of family
killed in
road crash

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Madaripur

Five people, including four
of a family, were killed and
two others of the same
family injured in a road
accident at Nagorkanda in
Faridpur vesterday after-
noon.

The dead are Nandalal
Karmakar, 50, a gold trader
in Madaripur, his son
Sourabh Karmakar, 15,
son-in-law Piyush
Karmakar, 35, four-month-
old grandson Pritom
Karmakar, and Imran, 20,
driver of their rented car.

The injured --
Nandalal's wife and daugh-
ter, Soma -- were taken to
Faridpur Medical College
Hospital.

Nowsher Ali, officer-in-
charge of Rajoir Police
Station, said the car, carry-
ing Nandalal and his five
family members, collided
head-on with a truck in
Jadurdia area, leaving
Nandalal, Piyush and
Imran dead on the spot.

The family on the car
was going to Faridpur for
Puja-shopping and also to
seeadoctor.

Sourabh and Pritom
died at the hospital.

The OC said bodies of
Piyush and Pritom were
sent to Piyush's village,
Ujirpur in Barishal. The
three other bodies were
sent to their own families.

The truck driver along
with the vehicle escaped.

RamMU VIOLENCE

Four journos
sued for
instigation

STAFEF CORRESPONDENT

Police vyesterday filed a
sedition case against four
journalists and the owner of
a local newspaper in Cox's
Bazar for their alleged role
in instigating the attacks on
Buddhists.

The accused are GM

Rahim Ullah, owner of
Dainik Bakkhali, its chief
editor Zaber Ahammed
Chowdhury, editor
Siddigue Ahmed, news
editor Mostafa Sarwar and
Teknaf correspondent
Saiful Islam Sayeedi.

Talking to The Daily Star
last night, Home Secretary

CQK Mostak said "We have
ordered the officer-in-
charge of the Cox's Bazar
Sadar Police Station to
record the case.”

A gazette notification to
that end had been issued
yesterday, he added.

In the gazette notifica-
tion, the four journalists
and owner of the newspa-
per have been made
accused because of their
role in instigating the vio-
lence in Ramu, Ukhiya and
Teknaf.

US meningitis
outbreak
death toll
rises to 15

AFP, Washington

The death toll from an
unprecedented US meningi-
tis outbreak tied to a tainted
steroid jumped to 15 after
another person died from a
fungal form of the disease,
health authorities said
Saturday.

The total number of cases
stood at 198 across 13 states,
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention said
onitswebsite.

That figure includes 197
cases of fungal meningitis
and one case of a "peripheral
joint infection,” affecting
joints such as the knees, hips,
shoulders or elbows, the CDC
said. Illinois also saw its first
case included in the count.

Chittagong
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when mobs carried out

attacks on Buddhists tem-
ples and homes on
September 29, sources said.

It is alleged that Jaynul,
though he was in charge of
the Cox's Bazar district
administration at the time,
did not take any steps to
quell the violence.

He also participated in a
farewell programme at Cox's
Bazar DC office even a day
after the violent attacks, they
added.

Mojaheed was the key man
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leading newspapers of the
country published news and

photos of the killers of intel-
lectuals.

“They [killers] were mem-
bers of Al-Badr Bahini,” said
the 58-year-old, adding that
the Al-Badr was formed with
the leaders and activists of
Jamaat-e-Islami's then
student wing Islami Chhatra
Sangha.

Mojaheed was its East
Pakistan president between
October and December
1971.

Narrating the abduction
of his father from their home
in Chamelibagh, Dhaka, on
the night of December 10,
1971, (in the small hours of
December 11), Shaheen
appealed for justice from the
tribunal.

Sirajuddin Hossain was
one of many Bangalee pro-
gressive intellectuals who
were abducted and killed by
the Al-Badr.

During his one-hour-
and-50-minute testimony,
Shaheen said in the early
part of April 1971, leaders of
pro-Islamic political parties
like Pakistan Democratic
Party, Jamaat-e-Islami,
Muslim League and Nezam-
e-Islam met the then East
Pakistan governor and mar-
tial law administrator Gen
Tikka Khan, the infamous
“Butcher of Baluchistan”,
and extended their support
to the junta for the “crimes
against humanity” commit-
ted after March 25.

The Central Shanti
Committee was formed as
the collaborator force of the
Pakistani army after the
meeting.

District, sub-division,
police station and union
level committees of the anti-
liberation force were formed

subsequently, he added.
"Afterwards, Razakar, Al-

Badr and Al-Shams forces
were formed as the collabo-
rationist force of the
Pakistani army in embattled
Bangladesh and Prof
Ghulam Azam, then ameer
of East Pakistan Jamaat-e-
[slam, played a vital role in
thisregard,” said Shaheen.

The Razakars, formed
with the leaders, activists
and supporters of these pro-
[slamic political parties,
tortured and killed
Bangalees and violated
women during the
LiberationWar, he added.

“Later, another collabo-
rationist force of the
Pakistani army, was formed
comprised of the leaders
and activists of Islami
Chhatra Sangha, ideological
student wing of Jamaat-e-
Islami,” said the witness.

“The name of the force
was Al-Badr, which was
known as a killer force or
Gestapo force.”

Leaders and activists of
[slami Chhatra Sangha led
the “crimes against human-
ity” committed at district
and local levels during the
war.

According to a probe on

the alleged crimes against
humanity of Chowdhury
Mueen-Uddin, Motiur
Rahman Nizami was chief of
the Al-Badr high command
of the whole of Pakistan
while Mojaheed was chief of
East Pakistan Al-Badr.

Shaheen said his father
went into journalism with
the Daily Azad during his
student life and joined the
progressive Daily Ittefaq as
news editorin 1954.

In September 1971, the
witness' father wrote some
articles in the daily and one
of these was “Thak Bachte
Ga Ujar”, which was mainly a
criticism of the Pakistani
military forces and their
supporters, said Shaheen.

On September 16, 1971,
an article was published in
Daily Sangram, the mouth-
piece of Jamaat-e-Islami,
countering his father's arti-
cle, titled “Atoeb Thak
Bachio Na".

“The article, which was
actually a threat, attacked
my father terming him a
collaborator of India and
favouring Brahmanism,”
said Shaheen.

Shaheen said
“Shironamer Karchupi”,
published in the Sangram,
condemned his father for his
pro-liberation journalism.

He said between mid-
night and 12:30am on
December 11, 1971, some-
one knocked on their door
but when the door was
opened after sometime,
none was there.

“Between 3:00and and
3:30am, someone knocked
onour doorvehementlyand I
woke up,” said Shaheen,
adding, “I could hear the
voice of our house owner Dr.
Shamsul Huda, who asked
me to open the door.”

“When [ opened the door,
five or six gun barrels came
through. Then seven or eight
armed people stormed into
the room velling, 'Hands
up',” said the witness.

“I raised my hands and
my younger brother and a
brother-in-law of the doctor,
who was in our house that
night, also raised their hands
over their heads.

“Almost all the faces were
covered with monkey caps
and scarves. They were
wearing shirts, trousers,
jumpers and had tennis
shoes on,” he said,

“They were speaking in
Urdu but were not fluent.”

At gun-point, they took
them to the bedrooms, he
said.

They asked the witness's
father to raise his hands after
findinghiminaroom.

“In Urdu, they asked my
father, 'What is your name?
What do you do? and my
father replied, 'Serajuddin
Hossain and Executive
Editor of Daily Ittefaq.’

"Pointing a gun at my
father's back they said,
'Come with us'... they took
my father.”

As they went out with
Serajuddin, they asked the
witness to close the door

behind them.

Shaheen said the family
after a few seconds under-
stood that his father was
being taken away on a
microbus.

“Everyone started cry-
ing,” he said.

Shaheen said he
informed barrister Mainul
Hosein, who was the editor
of Daily Ittefaq at the time, of
the matter.

“I told him that they [the
abductors] were not from
the military force as they
were not in any uniform,”
Shaheen.

Shaheen also informed
the then chief reporter of the
newspaper Asafudowllah
Reza.

Shaheen said they all
tried to find Serajuddin.
They called all police sta-
tions, and even talked to the
then governor and top army
officials but they could not
get any information about
his father.

He said over the next few
days they learnt that many
intellectuals had also been
abducted like his father.

Journalist Najmul Haque,
ANM Golam Mostafa,
Shahidullah Kaiser, Nizam
Uddin Ahmed and Selina
Pervin, and Prof Munier
Chowdhury and Mofazzal
Haidar Choudhury, Rashidul
Hasan, Giasuddin Ahmed,
physicians Abdul Alim
Chowdhury and Fazle Rabbi
were among them, he said.

“We could not search
thoroughly as pitched bat-
tles were going on and after
liberation on December 16,
we tried to get information
about my father from many
people,” he said.

On December 18, 1971, a
friend of his father's, Aminul
Haque, asked him to go to
Rayerbazar.

“On that day, I went to
Rayerbazar and I saw the
horrific scene. Many bodies
were there,” said the witness.

“The bodies of Selina
Pervin and Fazle Rabbi were
identified.

“But we could not find the
body of my father. It was not
possible to identify all the
bodies as 10-15 bodies were
dumped in a hole,” he
added.

“After the Liberation War,
leading newspapers pub-
lished photos and news of
the killers [of intellectuals]
quoting sources who had
knowledge about the inci-
dents,” he said.

“They [killers] were mem-
bers of Al-Badr Bahini.”

Among the killers was
Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin,
who was also a journalist of
daily Purbadesh. A case was
filed against him in connec-
tion with the killing of one of
his colleagues, ANM Golam
Mostafa, said the witness.

“Chowdhury Mueen-
Uddin was the operation in
charge of Al-Badr and
Ashrafuzzaman Khan was
one of the active members of
the force,” said the witness.

“Mueen is now living the
UK while Ashrafuzzaman is

Life after death?
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to another, larger dimension

of the universe, a dimension
['d never dreamed existed.”

There he found "big,
puffy, pink-white" clouds
against a "deep, black-blue
sky” and "flocks of trans-
parent, shimmering
beings... quite simply dif-
ferent from anything I have
known on this planet.”

[t turns out Alexander
was not alone.

His traveling partner in
the afterlife was a young
woman with high cheek-
bones, deep blue eyes and
"golden brown tresses”
who, amid "millions" of
butterflies, spoke to him
"without using any words."

"You are loved and cher-
ished, dearly, forever," she
told the doctor, a father of
two with movie star looks.
"You have nothing to fear.
There is nothing you can do
wrong."

Alexander recounts his
story, and seeks to explain
it, in "Proof of Heaven: A
Neurosurgeon's Journey
into the Afterlife," to be
published in the United
States on October 23.

His New York publisher
failed to respond to inter-
view requests, but an
excerpt from "Proof of
Heaven" in Newsweek
magazine has stirred the
enduring debate about life

after death.

Inevitably, skeptics
wonder if Alexander, who
teaches at Harvard Medical
School, is going out on a
paranormal limb.

By one estimate, three
percent of Americans --
more than nine million --
have undergone a near-
death experience. Some
have written up their sto-
ries on the website of the
Near Death Experience
Research Foundation.

Dean Mobbs, a psychol-
ogist at Columbia
University in New York who
studies neurobiology and
fear in humans, did not
dismiss Alexander's expe-
rience -- but he questioned
how it came about.

"I think there's no para-
normal component to it,"
said Mobbs, co-author of a
paper in the journal Trends
in Cognitive Sciences iden-
tifying near-death experi-
ences as "the manifesta-
tion of normal brain func-
tions gone awry."

"I believe our brains can
concoct vivid experiences
particularly in situations of
confusion and trauma," he
said in an interview. "The
brain is trying to reinter-
pret the world and what's
goingon.”"

Mobbs cited research in
which, for instance, Swiss
neuroscientist Olaf Blanke

has artificially induced an
out-of-body experience by
stimulating the point in the
brain where the right tem-
poral and parietal lobes
meet.

He also recalled how the
body can unleash "a mas-
sive dose of opioids" in the
face of extreme danger.
Opioids generate feelings
of euphoria like those
described by near-death
Survivors.

Mobbs also noted that
many people who claim to
have undergone a near-
death experience were
never, in fact, near death --
while the majority of those
who have died briefly
before resuscitation do not
recall going anywhere.

In his Newsweek
excerpt, Alexander framed
his experience in religious
terms.

One of the few places he
has had no trouble getting
his story across is church,
where "the colors of the
stained-glass windows
recalled the luminous
beauty of the landscapes
I'd seen in the world
above," he wrote.

"The plain fact is that
the materialist picture of
the body and brain as the
producers, rather than the
vehicles, of human con-
sciousness is doomed.”

in the United States,” he
added.

On October 9 this year,
the investigation agency of
the international crimes
tribunal completed probes
against Mueen-Uddin and
Ashrafuzzaman and found
evidence linking the two
with the torture and killing
ofatleast 18 intellectuals.

Nine of them were Dhaka
University teachers, six were
journalists and three were
physicians.

Shaheen said, “Under
Mojaheed's supervision,
direction and order, the
intellectuals' killing mission
was launched by the Al-
Badr.”

On June 21, the tribunal
indicted a former minister of
the former BNP-led coali-
tion government with seven
charges of crimes against
humanity, including mur-
der, genocide, and hatching
a conspiracy to kill intellec-
tuals during the Liberation
War.

The three-member tribu-
nal headed by Justice ATM
Fazle Kabir with members
Justice Obaidul Hassan and
Judge M Shahinur Islam
recorded Shaheen's testi-
mony before adjourning the
case proceedings until
October 16, when he would
be cross-examined.

Tribunal-2 yesterday
completed recording the
cross-examination of the
12th prosecution witness in
the case against Jamaat
leader Muhammad
Kamaruzzaman behind
closed doors.

The tribunal today will
record the 13th witness'
cross-examination behind
closed doors.

AGENCY GIVENTIME
Meanwhile, Tribunal-1
yesterday gave 48 more days
to the investigation agency
for investigations into the
alleged crimes against
humanity committed by
detained Jamaat-e-Islami
acting secretary general
ATM Azharul Islam.

The tribunal issued the
order following a petition by
the prosecution seeking
more time.

The tribunal fixed
December 2 for the submis-
sion of the probe report and
asked Azharul to be pro-
ducedin courton thatday.

The prosecution yester-
day submitted a progress
report of the investigation
goingon against Azharul.

Lawmaker's car
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wife Jharna Begum and a
domestic help -- were
unhurt.

The youth, Rafiqul Islam,
25, broke a wing mirror and
the windscreen of the car
with astick, said Shamim.

They had started from
Tangail's Mirzapur upazila
and were heading to the
capital. They were attacked at
Chandra in Kaliakoir upazila
around 10:00am, Shamim
added.

On information, police
hurried to the spot and
arrested the attacker, said
Omar Faruq, officer-in-
charge of Kaliakair Police
Station.

Shamim filed a case under
Speedy Trial Act against the
youth with the police station.

JS team
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Corporation (BCIC).

After visiting the CUFL
jetty, the team held a meet-
ing with officials of BCIC and
CUFL.

Apart from lawmaker
Mazumder, the investiga-
tion team comprises two
MPs, an additional secretary
of the industries ministry,
chairman and director of the
BCSIR and a Buet expert.

Sirajul Haque Khan, a
member of the team and
also an associate professor
of Buet's chemical engineer-
ing department, said that
the team had collected a
sample from the fertilisers
and would send it to two
laboratories for examina-
tions.

Sources said that in order
to meet the demand for
fertiliser in the country, the
BCIC had imported 41,000
tonnes of it worth Tk 193
crore. But questions were
raised regarding its quality.

However, 16,000 tonnes
of the consignment have
already been distributed to
dealers.

The rest, after being
exposed to rain, has become
solid and unusable, added
the sources.



