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Ballack to get
coaching
badges

AFP, Eerlin

Retired ex-Germany captain
Michael Ballack has said he
is hoping to have a farewell
game organised for him and
has revealed he plans to get
his coachinglicence.

The former Chelsea star,
who turned 36 in September,
retired from professional
football at the start of the
month after his two-year
contract at Bayer Leverkusen
expired having made 98
appearances for Germany.

Ballack turned down a
offer by the German Football
Federation (DFB) to make
his final appearance in the
friendly victory over Brazil in
August 2011, but the
midfielder says he still wants
a farewell match.

"l would hope so. Of
course, I would like to say
goodbye to the fans,” Ballack,
who spent four years with
Chelsea, told Cologne news-
paper Express when asked if
he wanted a farewell match.

"Iwill at some point in the
foreseeable future get my
coachinglicense.

"But whether or not T will
be atrainer, I can'tsayyet."

Bayer Leverkusen's direc-
tor of sport Rudi Voeller says
he wants to see a special
game organised for Ballack.

"Everyone had assumed
Michael would continue to
play," Voeller told Bild on
Sunday, having also advised
Ballack to get his coaching
license.

"Now we have to see
whether we can organise a
farewell match, it should be
put together by the DFB,
Ballack and Bayer."

But it looks unlikely the
DFB will be involved in any
plans after Ballack turned
down their initial offer.
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Senegalese police escort lvory Coast players, including Yaya Toure (R) as fans rampage at the Leopold Sedar Senghor stadium in Dakar on Saturday.
The match was abandoned after home fans went on a violent rampage as their team slipped towards a humiliating defeat.

Fans shame Senegal

AFP, Johannesburg

Rioting supporters shamed
Senegal this weekend as a
2013 Africa Cup of Nations
qualifier against Ivory Coast
was abandoned late in the
second half.

Fires were lit using rub-
bish inside the 60,000-seat Stade Leopold
Senghor in Dakar and stones, chairs and
bottles hurled on to the pitch while football-
ers, coaches, officials and visiting fans
sought centre-circle cover.

The fuse that lit anger among Senegalese
supporters was a penalty converted by Ivory
Coast captain Didier Drogba 15 minutes
from time that gave the top ranked African
nation a 2-0 lead on the night and a 6-2
aggregate advantage.

China-based Drogba, the elder in a
'golden generation'of Ivorian footballers
chasing elusive Cup of Nations winners'
medals, also scored the opener from a pow-
erfully struck free-kick soon after half-time.

After a 40-minute delay while security
officials battled to restore calm, the match
was abandoned and Ivory Coast are sure to
be awarded the tie and a place at the Cup of
Nations tournament in South Africa next
January and February.

Confederation of African Football (CAF)
officials made no immediate comment on the
violence, but Senegal are sure to face severe
punishmentwithanumberofoptionsavailable.

These include forcing Senegal to play com-
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petitive matches outside the country for a
specific period and banning the country froma
certain number of qualifying competitions for
the premier African football tournament.

The disgraceful scenes in Dakar overshad-
owed a dramatic weekend of action with
defending champions Zambia, Ghana, Mali,
Morocco, Nigeria and Tunisia securing places
with another eight up for grabs later Sunday.

Morocco scored twice in the closing minutes
through Youssef El Arabi and Nordin Amrabat
before a sell-out 45,000 Marrakech crowd to
thrash 10-man Mozambique 4-0 and banish
memories ofashock two-goalfirst-legloss.

Highly promising Spain-based midfielder
Abdelaziz Berrada broke the deadlock
before half-time and Mozambique had
Almiro Lobo red carded after conceding a
penalty, which Hocine Kharja converted to
draw the teams level on aggregate.

It took a 20-penalty Kampala shootout to
separate Zambia and Uganda with the visi-
tors winning it 9-8 when Patrick Ochan
missed. The home team won the return
match 1-0 through a Geoffrey Massa goal.

Ghana travelled to Malawi sitting on a two-
goal cushion and snatched the lone goal in
Lilongwe after just three minutes when late
call-up Afriyie Acquah scored his first interna-
tional goalin his first start for the Black Stars.

Nigeria, one of several shock absentees
from the 2012 Cup of Nations, booked a
ticket to Johannesburg in style by whipping
Liberia 6-1 in Calabar with Chelsea team-
mates Victor Moses (two) and John Obi
Mikel (one) among the goals.
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Critics irk
Prandelli
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match 3-0."
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[taly coach Cesare Prandelli has defended
his side following media criticism of their
performance against Armenia.

Prandelli was pleased with Friday's 3-1
World Cup qualifying win in Yerevan but the
[talian press felt otherwise.

"The newspapers make it look as if we

didn't put in a good performance, but that certainly didn't
seem to be the case to me,” Prandelli told reporters.

"We are coming off the back of the Euro 2012 final and
because of that some people think we ought to win every

Midfielder Claudio Marchisio also believed that his side's
performance in Armenia was strong and went on to suggest
that the media may have underestimated the strength of
[taly's opponents.

"(The match) against Armenia was a very important
victory," he said.

"I'm sure the teams they play in the near future will find it
difficult. Armeniais notateam that should be underestimated.”

[taly star Mario Balotelli missed the game through illness
but Prandelli suggested that the Manchester City striker
could return for Tuesday's qualifier at home to Denmark.

"Mario had a very strong cough in Armenia and was
struggling to breathe, so he was in no condition to play. [f he
is in good shape today, then he will train with the others,"
Prandelli said.
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Zidane's exam

AFP, Paris

Former France captain
Zinedine Zidane will take his
first steps towards becoming
a fully-fledged football coach
when he sits the preliminary
coaching exams this year.

In an interview with
L'Equipe newspaper on
Sunday, Zidane said: "I'll pass
my coaching diplomas...
we'll see later on for the pro-
fessional coachinglicence.

"You have to start with
something and I'll start this
year."

Zidane, who led France to
World Cup glory over Brazil
14 years ago, even mooted
the idea of eventually taking
over as coach of the French
national team.

'"France win is no
achievement

m% Football
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Shinji Kagawa has played down Japan's 1-0
victory over France, insisting his side have
achieved nothing yet despite recording a
famous win.

A late goal from the Manchester United
midfielder saw Japan win in Paris but the 23-
year-old has told his team-mates they have a
lot to improve on before they are at a similar
level to their opposition.

He told reporters: "It's an important
result. Right now I'm in a tight spot with the
team so [ wanted to find some confidence.
As ateam we still have to improve, and it was

afriendly so (Franck) Ribery didn't start, so if
you think about it calmly there isn't quite a
sense ofhaving achieved anything.”

The visitors stole the victory with a counter-
attack from a wasted set-piece from Les Bleus,
and Kagawa revealed keeping the score level at
half-time and waiting for an opening in the
second period was always the game plan.

"We couldn't get the ball, and all of
France's players are talented and skilled so
we keptlosing the one-on-ones," he said.

"In the first half our line got pulled back
and we weren't able to attack, and we felt the
pressure of playing away.

"We were confident we could move the
ball around but then the game started and it
wasn't that simple so more than anything it
was huge for us to end the halfscoreless.”

FINEST DOMESTIC APPLIANCES FROM EUROPE

ITALY

Canpy

ITALY

KENWOOD ELEBA

ITALY

AMAZING

CANDY WASHING MACHINE

PRICE: TK. 36,000/~

+2,000

PER MONTH

AMAZING

FREE
%IFT*

ORTH
Tk. 14,900

FULLY AUTOMATIC
FRONT LOADING
WASHING MACHINE
Tkg & 8kg

DELONGHI EOB 2071
THE REVOLUTIONARY OVEN

PRICE: TK. 27,900/ -

- 2,325

PER MONTH

AMAZING

FREE
GIFT-

Tk. 6,900

DELONGHI EC 850M

WORLD'S FIRST PUMP ESPRESSO
& CAPPUCCINO COFFEE MACHINE
WITH AUTOMATIC MILK FROTHING

PRICE: TK. 49,900/ -

v2,773

PER MONTH

AMAZING

FREE
GIFT~

WORTH
Tk. 12,900

* Condition Apply

Up to 18 Month

INTEREST
AVAILABLE

DELONGHI BQ 100
SMOKELESS BARBECUE GRILL

PRICE: TK. 12,900/~

:l', l ’0 15 PER MONTH

DELONGHI SHOWROOM: HOUSE # 24/A, ROAD # 42, GULSHAN # 2, DHAKA 1212
% TEL: 02-8832883, 8832884. HOTLINES | 01713 330049, 01713 244767, 01711 595755.
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