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Kuntol Barua. Vice Chancellor
of CU, Professor Anwarul Azim
Arif was present as chief guest,
while Professor Alauddin, Dean
of Arts faculty, Professor Emran
Hossain and Mostaine Billah
were present as special guests.

University of Chittagong (CU) at
Theatre Institute Chittagong on
Monday evening.

The play is a metaphoric
work by Tagore in which he
describes “Tasher Desh” as a

Mamun, Shakila, Kumkum,
Emran, Saba, Ripon, Sumon

and Nishi.
The play which was the first

theatrical production of the
Department of Dramatics, CU
was directed by Ashim Das, a
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A scene from the play.
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After a long hiatus (almost 18 years), noted singers --
Sabina Yasmin and Syed Abdul Hadi -- are recording
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Two low-budget productions are
among those vying for the top
award at Asia's premier film festi-
val this week, with organisers
praising their creativity despite
their technical limitations.

The New Currents award at the
Busan International Film Festival
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As a tribute to Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi
Nazrul Islam, the two prominent bards of Bengali

Among the 10 entries this year

New current movie directors including Nahid Ghobadi (L), Nawapol
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are local director Lee Donku's Thamrongrattanarit (3-L), Nitin Kakkar (5-R) and Maryam Najafi (4-R) BTV Boishakhi TV
literature, a cultural programme was held at “Fatal” eiba ik wave to photographers after a press conference News (Bangla) at 12pm, News (Bangla) at 10am,
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ing the audience gathered at the venue.
A discussion was also held on the occasion.

experimental “36", which is set
around 36 static images and was

films as a reflection of the dedica-
tion needed to break in to the

Ghobadi ("No One Knows About
Persian Cats”) is an award-

News (Bangla) at 11am,
12pm, 2pm, 7pm, 10pm.
Mews (English) at 9am,

News (Bangla) at 10am,
2pm, 7:30pm, 10:30pm.
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Salim Hasan were the discussants at the money is not something to be and just how much sacrifice and Acclaimed Iranian director ntv 1:45pm, 6:45pm, 10:45pm.

programme. Mir Golam Mustafa, secretary of the
Press Club, delivered the welcome speech. Press
Club vice-president AZM Imam Uddin Mukta
presided over the discussion.

The speakers were of the view that to ensure
communal harmony, the secular ideals of both
the bards should be followed.

If we could imbibe the ideals of the bards tully,
communal violence at Ramu [in Cox's Bazar]
where 12 Buddhist temples and many homes
were burnt down could have been avoided, said
the speakers.

They also said that both Tagore and Nazrul
always raised their voices against oppression and
communal forces that create unrest in the society.

proud of -- definitely not,” said
Lee. “We were under dire circum-
stances but we were dying to
make this film.”

Nawapol explained that finan-
cial necessity meant he was
involved in every aspect of the
production, both behind and in
front of the camera.

“l acted, did sound, moved
props -- anything that was
needed to get this film made,” he
said.

BIFF's executive programmer
Kim Ji-Seok said this year's field
represented the diversity of pro-

hard work they are willing to do,”
he said. "And while these films
might be missing some technical
aspects, they show just how cre-
ative films in Asia can be.”

This year's New Currents field
represents eight Asian countries
and includes two entries con-
nected to acclaimed filmmakers.

From Irag comes “111 Girls”,
an entry from husband-wife team
of Nahid Ghobadi and Bijan
Zmanpira centring around a
group of Kurdish women who
threaten mass suicide if their
government cannot find them

Amir Naderi (“Waiting") acts as
producer on the Lebanese film
"Kayan” from first-timer Maryam
Najafi, which follows a single
mother as she tries to run a busi-
ness and her family in a foreign
country.

Previous winners of the New
Currents award include Jia
Zhangke who won for “Xiao Wu"
in 1998 and went on to win the
(Golden Lion at the Venice Film
Festival for “Still Life” (2006).

The New Currents winners will
be announced on Saturday, the
final day of the festival.
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