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Retail FDI will
benefit Indian
economy, says
Chidambaram

PTI, New Detlhi

Cautioning that absence of

economic reforms will slow
down growth, Finance
Minister P Chidambaram
yesterday said political
parties may oppose but
should not obstruct.

"Every government is
entitled to lay down policies.
Opposition to policies is legiti-
mate, obstructionism is not,”
Chidambaram said while
addressing the annual
EconomicEditors' Conference.

Referring to the govern-
ment decision to allow FDI in
multi-brand retail,
Chidambaram said, "We must
not fear foreign investments
inIndia."

Quizzing for one more day
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Nizamul Huq cautioned him

not to repeat the mistake.
“We will give an order and

you will not hear or comply
with it and try to do other-
wise by any means. Why [you
do] this type of mistakes?”
said Nizamul Huq while
giving an order on a petition
filed by the prosecution
seeking two more days to
quiz Quashem.

Prosecutor Sultan
Mahmud Simon in his sub-
mission on the petition told
the tribunal the investiga-
tion officer could not com-
plete quizzing Quashem
because of time constraint.
That is why the investigation
officer needs two more days,
he argued.

Allowing one day for
interrogation, the tribunal
directed the investigation

agency through the prosecu-
tion to inform defence coun-
sel Tanvir Ahmed Al-Amin 48
hours before interrogation.

The tribunal however did
not fix any date for the inter-
rogation.

War crimes investigators
quizzed Quashem on
September 15. Investigation
officer Nurul Islam that day
said they got “important
information” about
Quashem's alleged involve-
ment in crimes against
humanity and appointing
lobbyists abroad for a cam-
paign against his trial.

The tribunal yesterday
heard submission of both
the defence and the prose-
cution on several petitions.

Prosecutor Zead Al
Malum made a petition to
the tribunal to accept state-
ment of a witness to the

investigation officer as testi-
mony as Mohsin Ali Khan,
the witness, is ill and under-
going treatment in the USA.

The tribunal allowed the
petition.

The tribunal was occu-
pied in its morning session
hearing submission on
petitions. As a result, it
adjourned proceedings of
the cases against war crimes
accused Delawar Hossain
Sayedee and Salauddin
Quader Chowdhury until
today.

GHULAM AZAM CASE
Motiur Rahman, investiga-
tion officer of a war crimes
case against former Jamaat
chief Ghulam Azam, yester-
day gave deposition to the
tribunal.

The proceeding of the
case was adjourned until
today.

PM blames it
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At the gathering, at Khizari

Model High School of Ramu,
Hasina said the perpetrators
must be traced through
photographs and video
footage. |

"They should be given
strict punishment so that no
one dare committing such
offences in the future ...
cases should be filed under
the speedy trial act.”

Referring to the recent
comments of the opposition
leader on the Ramu inci-
dents, Hasina said it was
understandable after hear-
ing all about the happenings
who were involved in the

incidents.
“The opposition leader

knows everything about the
attacks.”

On the night of
September 29, a mob of

Nasheed arrested
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US role in the arrest, following

allegations on Twitter that
troops trained by US forces
were responsible for the crack-
down against opposition
activistsin the archipelago.

"In response to state-
ments that somehow the US
was involved in the deten-
tion of former President
Nasheed, the embassy
strongly denies that claim,”
the statement said.

The ex-president, who
resigned in February after
what he considers to be a
coup, was escorted by at
least a dozen officers and
taken away by boat to the

capital Male, according to
his MDP party and photos of
the arrest.

"Police are carrying out
their duties," presidential
spokesman Masood Imad
told AFE "Police have not
used excessive force. He is
being accorded due respect
as a former president of the
country."

On Sunday a local court
ordered police to arrest
Nasheed, who has twice
failed to show up for trial. He
faces charges of abusing his
powers while in office by
ordering the military to
arrestasenior judge.

He has challenged the

legality of the trial and says
he is unable to get a fair
hearing. The ex-president
has refused to abide by a
travel ban that restricts him
to the capitalisland.

Nasheed, who won the
first free elections in the
Maldives in 2008, resigned
after public protests and a
mutiny by police who took
over the state television
broadcaster.

A Commission of National
Inquiry, consisting of four
respected Maldivians and a
Singaporean judge appointed
by the Commonwealth group
of nations, rejected allega-
tions of a coup and said the

transfer of power was consti-
tutional.

MDP spokesman Hamid
Abdul Ghafoor said democ-
racy had been "on life-
support since February, but
today the plug was pulled
and the lights turned off".

The government rejected
the MDP allegation and said
Nasheed was arrested
because he was in contempt
of court. It said Monday's
police action showed that
democracy was at work in
the nation of 330,000 Sunni
Muslims.

"Democracy isstrong and
alive in the Maldives and we
have shown that even a

former president cannot be
in contempt of court," said

spokesman Imad.
If convicted, Nasheed

could be jailed or banished
to a remote island for three
years, a punishment that
could bar him from future
elections.

The next polls are sched-
uled to take place by July
nextyear.

Nasheed is a former
Amnesty International
prisoner of conscience. He
was thrown in jail over a
period of six years during the
rule of former autocratic
leader Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom.

Others too want it
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said if all proposals were
entertained, it would desta-
bilise the government
expenditure management.

Sources said before the
two posts of police were
upgraded, the finance divi-
sion, with directives from
the finance minister, ana-
lysed the financial impact
the upgrades could have.

The finance division also
estimated how much addi-
tional money would be
required to meet the demands
of same level officers of other
government wings.

Officials said the finance
division assumed that the
beneficiaries of the upgrade
would be in service until
2020. By that time, two more
national pay commission
awards would probably be

announced where on an
average 60 percent pay hike
was expected.

As per the finance divi-
sion analysis, an additional
Tk 56,445 crore would be
needed in nine years to pay
the wages and allowances of
all civil servants asking for
the upgrades.

The government would
need Tk 65,647 crore for
their pensions too.

Former finance adviser to a
caretaker government Akbar Ali
Khan told The Daily Star with
two posts of police upgraded, it
was expected that same level
officers of other services would
want the same privileges.

He said this was bowing
down to pressure. Upgrades
should be thought of within
an administrative reform
structure, he said.

“If the post of anybody is
upgraded or salary
increased, without any
specific aim of reform, some
in the service will be happy
while some others will
become unhappy. But it will
not bring any benefit to the
administration. People will
not get any better service,
either. Maybe some individ-
uals will be benefited,”
Akbar Ali Khan said.

He said the demand of
police personnel to raise their
salary is logical but the govern-
ment would have to decide
how the paywould be hiked.

The police have been
demanding this upgrade for a
long time. Meeting this
demand has nothing to do
with improvement of the
quality of their service,
finance ministry sources said.

Training Institute for Chemical Industries

(Central Training Institute of Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation)
P.O. Sarkarkhana, Polash, Narsingdi-1611, Bangladesh
Phone : (02) 9352308-121, Fax : (02) 9351226, 9466294

E-mail: tic11611(@yahoo.com

Website: www.tici-bcic.org

TICI Training Notice

(November ~ December, 2012)

Course Title

participants

Eligible | Period

(2012) | Seats

No. of | Fee (Tk) /
person

Course coordinator &
Contact Number

Industrial Mofors:
Problems and Remedies

Technician

Operator/ | 04~15Nov. | 20

8000/

Mr. Abdul Hakim, DCE(E)
Phone: 9352308 (161)

ngirarnmable Logic
Controller (PLC) &
Programmable
Instruments.

Officer | 04~15Nov. | 25

10000/

Mr. Md. Anisur Rahman, DCE(])
Phone: 9352308 (143)

Common Laboratory
Equipment &
Chemicals- Use and
Application

Technician

Operator/ | 04 ~ 13 Nov.

- | Mr. Efdtekhar Uddin Md. Aman,
Chemist
Phone: 9352308 (182)

Risk Awareness &
Risk Management in
Process Industries

Officer | 04 ~15 Nov.

= | Mr. Md. Abdul Aziz, DCC
Phone; 9352308 (133)

Installation,
Troubleshooting &
Maintenance o
Industrial Pumps

Officer | 10~ 15 Nov.

= | Mr, Jasim Uddin Ahmed Khan,
ACE (M)
Phone: 9352308 (152)

Transformer: It's Use,
Operation,
Truubieshmimg &
Maintenance

Technician

Operator/ |24 ~ 29 Nov.

- | Mr. AK.M. Arif Hossain, DCC(E)
Phone: 9352308 (161)

Distributed Control
System (DCS):
hferatmn Programming,
intenance &
Troubleshooting

Officer |02 ~13 Dec.

10000/-

Mr. Md. Nazrul Islam, ACE (1)
Phone: 9352308 (144)

49 | Industrial Water
Treatment & Operation
of Water Treatment Plant

Technician

Operator/ |02~13Dec.| 20

8000/-

Mr. Sangib Kumer Roy, Chemist
Phone: 9352308 (132)

37 | Industrial Safety in
Mechanical Maintenance

Officer |08~13Dec.| 20

5000/-

Mr. Md. Abdul Aziz, DCC
Phone: 9352308 (135)

50 | Electrical Sub-Station :
Troubleshooting &
Maintenance

Officer |08~13Dec.| 20

5000/-

Mr. Abdul Hakim, DCE(E)
Phone: 9352308 (161)

Nominations / applications for availing the training facilities should reach the Institute at least
one week before commencement of respective training programme. Course fee is payable in
the form of D.D / Pay order in favour of TICI before commencement of courses. Fee includes
single accommodation. Trainees may have their meals in TICI canteen at own cost.

Executive Director

Japanese,
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"I'm amazed and

immensely grateful and
astonished that they should
recognise work done such a

long time ago,” he said.

"Of course I'm extremely
grateful to be recognised
with Shinya Yamanaka
who's done this wonderful
work."

By reprogramming human
cells, "scientists have created
new opportunities to study
diseases and develop meth-
ods for diagnosis and ther-
apy,” the Nobel committee
said.

Stem cells are precursor
cells, which differentiate
into the various organs of
the body.

They have stirred huge
excitement, with hopes that
they can be coaxed into
growing into replacement
tissue for victims of
Alzheimer's, Parkinson's
and otherdiseases.

Gurdon's achievement in
1962 was to discover that the
DNA code in the nucleus of
an adult frog cell held all the
information to develop into
every kind of cell.

This meant that an adult
cell could in essence be
reprogrammed.

His landmark discovery
was initially met with scepti-
cism, as the journey from
immature to specialised cell
was previously deemed
irreversible.

But his theory became
accepted when it was con-

firmed by other scientists.
More than four decades

later, in 2006, Yamanaka
discovered how mature cells
in mice could in fact be
turned back to their youthful
state.

The advantage of this
would be to avert the need
to use stem cells taken from
early-stage embryos. These
are hugely versatile but
have stirred ethical contro-
versy.

Stem-cell research is still
at avery early stage, and only
a tiny number of human
trials have taken place.

"The discoveries of
Gurdon and Yamanaka have
shown that specialised cells
can turn back the develop-
mental clock under certain
circumstances,” the com-
mittee said.

"For instance, skin cells
can be obtained from
patients with various dis-
eases, reprogrammed, and
examined in the laboratory
to determine how they differ
from cells of healthy individ-
uals,” it said.

Tlrle Swedish media had
in recent days broadly
tipped the pair to take home

British

the honour.

Gurdon, born in 1933, is
currently at the Gurdon
Institute in Cambridge,
while Yamanaka, 50, is a
professor at Kyoto
Universityin Japan.

Because of the economic
crisis, the Nobel Foundation
has slashed the prize sum to
eight million Swedish kro-
nor ($1.2 million, 930,000
euros) peraward, down from
the 10 million kronor
awarded since 2001.

Last year, the medicine
honour went to Bruce
Beutler of the United
States, Jules Hoffmann of
France and Ralph
Steinman of Canada, for
their groundbreaking
work on the immune sys-
tem.

The medicine prize
opened the 2012 Nobel Prize
season, with a week of
announcements and specu-
lation over who will collect
the literature and peace
prizes.

This year's laureates
will receive their prizes at
a ceremony in Stockholm
on December 10, the anni-
versary of prize founder
Alfred Nobel's death in
1896.

religious zealots went on
the rampage in Ramu of
Cox's Bazar, leaving 12
temples and monasteries
and over 50 houses
destroyed. The violence
was apparently triggered
by a Facebook posting of a
photo defaming the holy
Quran.

The prime minister
asked the locals to form a
committee to prevent
recurrence of such inci-
dents. She also advised all
not to do anything that
might hurt the feelings of
the minorities.

Urging the people to
assist the investigation
committee, she called
upon all not to unleash any
attack instigated by others.

Hasina said the recent
incidents of attacks seem
to be premeditated as
people from outside joined
the midnight mayhem.

She asked the adminis-
tration to intensify their
vigil to avert such incidents
ahead of the upcoming
Durga Puja and Eid-ul-
Azha.

“Islam speaks for peace.
We've learnt from our
prophet that Islam never
allows interfering in other

religions. Those who
launched the attacks don't
believe in any religion,”
Hasina observed.

At one stage, she invited
Satyapriya Mohathero, chief
of the Ramu Central Sima
Bihar, to say something.

With the prime minister
standing beside him,
Satyapriya Mohathero
termed the Ramu violence
unexpected and said, “We've

never thought that such
incidents can happen.”

He also urged all to main-
tain communal harmony in
the society:.

Cox's Bazar Imam Samity
President Maulana
Salahuddin Mohammad
Tarek also spoke on the
occasion.

LGRD Minister Syed
Ashraful Islam, Home
Minister Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir, Information
Minister Hasanul Haque
[nu, Disaster Management
Minister Abul Hasan
Mahmud Ali, State Minister
for LGRD Jahangir Kabir
Nanak and other leaders of
the Awami League-led
grand alliance were present
there.

Earlier, Hasina distrib-
uted cheques amounting to
Tk 2.48 crore including Tk
1.34 crore from the Prime
Minister's Relief Fund to the
people affected by the sec-
tarian violence.

She also distributed 307
bundles of corrugated iron
sheets, 35.42 tonnes of rice,
246 pieces of blankets, some
tents, sarees, lungis, shirts,
three-pieces, bed sheets,
books and other necessary
items to the affected people.

The premier also
addressed high officials of
the district administration
and later the local leaders of
the Awami League-led grand
alliance in two separate
meetings at the Cox's Bazar
Circuit House.

Tiny, new dinosaur
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Chicago paleontologist Paul
Sereno, who published the
findings on Wednesday in
the online scientific journal
ZooKeys, said in an inter-
view with Reuters he actu-
ally made the discovery of
the small-bodied herbivore
in 1983.

Sereno, whose research
involves mapping the dino-
saur family tree, said he
came upon the specimen as
a graduate student while
doing research in a Harvard
University laboratory and
intended to write about it
immediately.

"I said, 'Whoa!' I realised it
was a new species from the
moment [ set eyes on it,"
Sereno said. But he says he
grew distracted by other
things, and had in mind amore
ambitious research project.

"There was always a

danger that someone would
discover it and write about it,
and I would read about it,”
he said, but added it was all
for the best: "Hey, I'm
smarter than I'was then."

The strange-looking
species, which Sereno has
named Pegomastax
africanus, or "thick jaw from
Africa,” lived between 100
million and 200 million
years ago.

"I describe it as a bird, a
vampire and a porcupine,”
Sereno said. It had the
weight of a small house cat
and stood less than a foot off
ofthe ground.

It had a thick jaw and a
blunt beak with a "height-
ened tooth that sticks down,
dagger-like," Sereno said. He
said it would have been part
of one of three groups that
form the base of the dino-
saur tree.
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