SPORT
Bailey's tips
for Lanka

Get Gayle out cheaply
or face defeat

AFP, Colombo

Australia captain George Bailey warned Sri
Lanka to get Chris Gayle out cheaply in the
World Twenty20 decider or face defeat after

the West Indian's remorseless power-hitting
TWENTY20

smLankazoiz  dominated Friday's semifinal,
Bailey acknowledged Australia were left "helpless” as

Gayle smashed six sixes on his way to an unbeaten 75 as West
Indies totted up 204-5, their best ever score. Australia fell for

131 alloutin reply.
"Were we helpless? Probably Chris Gayle can do that to

you. When he did go, he went beautifully," Bailey said. "In
hindsight you can do things differently, but the fact is that we

just gotoutplayed.
"There are no excuses. The best team absolutely won the

game tonight. There is a gap between your best and worst

cricket, and we did not play good cricket at all.
"Anything can happen in this game. You can bowl full

tosses and get hit down mid-wicket's throat, or the good ball

will go forasix.”

Gayle was not the only contributor as Marlon Samuels
made 26, Dwayne Bravo swatted 37 and Kieron Pollard hit 38
off 15 balls. But Bailey said once Australia failed to dismiss

Gayle early, they knew they werein danger.
"The plan always was to get Chris out early. His record

speaks foritself, so the keyis to get him out early,” he said.
Asked who will be his favourites to win Sunday's final,

Bailey said: "If Sri Lanka can get Gayle out for under 20, they
will win. But if they don't, the West Indies will prove too

strong.
"With the West Indies attack, you can chase down 160. I

am sitting on the fence a bit. But the two best teams got into
the final.”

Shoaib reasons
match fixing
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AFP, New Delhi

Controversial former Pakistan fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar
said on Friday the cricketers are being tempted into fixing

matches because they are underpaid by their board.
"Fixing happens in our culture because there's less

money, there are even lesser opportunities. Cricketers vic-
timised by their boards return [to the team]| to mint money,”

Akhtar, 37, told the Headlines Today news channel.
"In 2008, I had no money to even buy a car. T had to borrow

money from a friend. L handled it, others go astray.

"Your friends ditch you, [the cricket] board doesn't back
you. They all run you down. So when you return you think 'let
me teach them a lesson'. Some are corrupt, but some crick-
eters are turned into criminals by the system."

Three Pakistani stars -- Test captain Salman Butt and
pacemen Mohammad Aamer and Mohammad Asif -- were
jailed last year after being found guilty of spot-fixing during
the 2010 Lord's Test against England.

[t was the first time international cricketers were handed
prison sentences, a scandal described by then-ICC chief
executive Haroon Lorgat as the worst corruption case since

the Hansie Cronje episode.
Former South African captain Cronje, who died in 2002,

was banned from the game for life in October 2000, six
months after New Delhi police accused him of taking money

from a bookie during his team’s Indian tour that year.
"We [in Pakistan] don't have much money in cricket. I

wasn't playing for India you know. I was an elite star, still
after playing for 14 years I only made seven-eight crore
rupees [1.35-1.54 million dollars]," said Akhtar.

Akhtar, whose career was marked by allegations of drug
abuse and ball-tampering, bagged 178 wickets in 46 Tests and

247 in 163 one-day internationals between 1997 and 2011.
"I'was cleared on all drug charges," he said.

Gayle glad to
carry bat

REUTERS, Colombo

Chris Gayle's primary job as an opener is to throw

caution to the wind and give West Indies a flying

¥/ start but the Jamaican said he enjoyed sharing the

micc worwn  strike and batting till the end in Friday's World
TWenTY20  Twenty20semifinal against Australia.

Opening the innings, Gayle faced only 41 balls to
remain unbeaten on 75 but West Indies still posted 205 for four --
highest score of the tournament -- as Marlon Samuels (26), Dwayne
Bravo (37) and Kieron Pollard (38) destroyed the Australianattack.

"It was actually a slow track. So to be there to the end was
helpful, so the rest of the guys can come and play around me,”
Gayle told reporters.

"It was a slow start. I didn't get the actual strike, which was
needed actually in the first six overs. But more important for
me was not to panic and lose focus," said Gayle who was
adjudged man of the match for his entertaining knock that
included six sixes.

"They had a plan, the more I will be off strike, bit of better for
them. More so theyloved to get me out as quickly as possible.

"Marlon Samuels came and played a few boundaries, and
then took off pressure from me. That partnership with Bravo
really helped alot and [the one with] Pollard..."

Pollard provided the late charge by hitting three successive
sixes in the final over of the innings before being dismissed
fora 15-ball 38.

Gayle said to get the best out of Pollard, all he needed was
to remind the all-rounder of his 18-ball 54 against New South
Walesin the 2009 Champions League Twenty20.

"What I said to him when he came in... for today [ need old
Pollard back. He came in and did play up his part," Gayle said.

"Hopefully he can give us that boost again and take us to
the trophy," said Gayle, who broke into "Gangnam Style"
dance on Friday, imitating the moves from South Korean
singer Psy's music video.

"It depends on what type of mood I am in... It's a good
dance, I enjoyitand everybodyenjoysit," he added.
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Maria Sharapova of Russia celebrates after winning her China Open semifinal match against
hosts' Li Na at the National Tennis CGentre in Beijing yesterday. Sharapova won 6-4, 6-0.
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It's Djokovic v Tsonga

17

Sharapova meets Azarenka in women's final

IZ a Tennis

AFP, Beijing

Novak Djokovic brushed aside Florian
Mayer in the China Open Saturday tosetupa
final against Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, as Maria
Sharapova and Victoria Azarenka made it to

the last two of the women's event.
The world number two from Serbia fur-

thered his aim of finishing the year top of the
ATP rankings with a simple straight-sets
victory, maintaining his unbeaten record at
the Beijing tournament which stretches

back three years.
Top-seed Djokovic defeated the 29th-

ranked Mayer of Germany 6-1, 6-4.
The 25-year-old, second to Roger Federer

in the rankings, has won the China Open on
the two occasions he has entered -- in 2009
and 2010 -- and will aim to make out three out

ofthree against France's Tsonga on Sunday.
Tsonga marched into the final when

Spain's Feliciano Lopez retired during the
second set of their match.

The world number seven thrashed Lopez
6-1 in the first set and was 4-1 up in the sec-
ond when the left-handed Spaniard called it
aday, citing an injury to his left wrist.

"I played really well and I felt really good
on the court,” Tsonga said. "I didn't know
before he was a bit injured. I'm just happy
today with my game."

The Frenchman has enjoyed an easy pro-
gression to the final of the Beijing tournament
since needing three sets to overcome
Uzbekistan's Denis Istomin in the first round.

The 27-year-old received a walkover in
the second round after Nikolay Davydenko
withdrew and beat Russia's Mikhail Youzhny
instraight sets in the third.

"During this week my level has got better
and better," Tsonga said.

"I have played maybe some of my best
tennis here. [ haven't played like this in cou-
ple of months and maybe a couple of years
now and that's why I think I can win the final

tomorrow."

In the women's draw, Sharapova over-
came home favourite Li Nain straight sets.

The 25-year-old Russian defeated Li,
Asia's only Grand Slam winner, 6-4, 6-0, to
reach the final for the first time in five
attempts, butit took the French Open cham-
pionawhile to break into her stride.

Lisped toan early 3-1 lead due to some poor
serving by Sharapova, including three consec-
utive double faults in one game, but the Rus-
sian fought back, winning three games in a row
before taking the set with a break.

"It was a really high-quality first set with a
few ups and downs and obviously she [Li]
had the lead," Sharapova said.

"In those first few games [ thought my
percentage of first serve was low.

"Against someone like Li Na who likes to
step in and take the ball early, I think I put a
lot of pressure on myself to have to hit too
many second serves.

"My goal after that was just to get my first-
serve percentage much higher than it was in
the first three or four games," she added.

"I came back and then I broke her in that
last game of the first set. It was important for
me to take that momentum going into the
second.”

And continue her momentum she did,
taking six games without reply to steamroll
Li -- who has never won her home tourna-
ment -- in little over halfan hour.

"She had a better performance than I did
and she had better control of the match, butl

think I played pretty well today," Li said.
World number one Azarenka from Belarus

beat ninth seed Marion Bartoli6-4, 6-2.

"I felt the first set was really close and
could have gone either way," Bartoli said.

"Vika [Victoria] is probably the best
returner in the game and it's not like I was
serving badly. She was breaking me because
she was returning too well and that's why 1
couldn't win the points,” the world number
10 added.

"Maybe she could have missed one or two
butshedidn't. That's the wayitis."

Murray bites

Feni trounce

the dust

AFP, Tokyo

London Olympic gold medal-
ist and US Open champion
Andy Murray was sent crash-
ing out of the Japan Open
tennis tournament on Satur-
day in a shock semifinal defeat
by Milos Raonicof Canada.

In the final set the Briton
squandered a 4-1 lead and
missed two match points in
the 12th game before going
down 3-6, 7-6 (7/5),6-7 (4/7)
to the 21-year-old Canadian.

In the final on Sunday,
Raonic will play local favour-
ite Kei Nishikori, who
defeated Marcos Baghdatis
of Cyprus6-2, 6-2.

"l played better in the
second and third sets, but [
was obviously disappointed
not to close the match up. He
played better on one or two
points,” said Murray, whose
match-winning streak since
the USOpen ended.

"I hit my passing shots
very well in New York [beat-
ing Raonic in three sets], but
today I don't think I passed
him well, so he came to the
net more. Certain thing is he
cando easier.”

Pioneer League

SPORTS REPORTER

The DCC 21st Pioneer Football League, a breeding ground
for future footballers, is set to be inaugurated today at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina giving her consent to declare the 81-team meet open.

Some 2000 footballers are expected to take part in the
league and the organsiers hope at least 100 booters will enter
the mainstream leagues like the third, second and first divi-
sions through the competition which has "today's youth is
star of future' asitsslogan.

“Some 100 teams enlisted their names for the league but
we have chosen 81 teams on the basis of their capacity and
capability,” said Pioneer League Committee chairman Arif
Khan Joyata press conference yesterday.

“Besides, we strictly determined the age of the players
and placed priority on their education, heights, behaviour,
etc. through the medical committee,” informed Joy adding
that for the first time, the Pioneer League is going to be held
under the BFF sub-committee instead of the Dhaka Metrop-
olis Football League Committee (DMFLC).

On the opening day, a friendly match between BFF Presi-
dent's XI and the Pioneer League XI will be held while the
main competition will get underway from tomorrow.

81 teams split into five zones will play the round-robin
matches in ten venues and four teams from each of the five
zones willadvance to the 20-team Super League,

Pioneer League Committee vice president Bijoy Barua
informed that they were trying to provide good pitches to booters
but there might be poorconditions at two to three venues.

FROM PAGE 16
mass exodus of national stars

such as Zahid Hasan Emily,
Mamunul Islam, Ariful Islam,
Mithun Chowdhury -- were
good enough to deal with a
team coming from Noakhali
and had the lead for 73 minutes
before the match was called off.

Back to the first match,
Feni Soccer dominated the
show from the outset and
exploited Arambagh's vul-
nerable back line fully as all
three goals came as a conse-
quence of Arambagh's poor
defence. Feni first found the
back of the Arambagh net in
the 15th minute after squan-
dering two easy chances in
the first 10 minutes.

After availing a through-
pass from Rony Islam, Sajib, a
national U-19 striker,
advanced to the danger zone
to finish clinically while
Towhid failed to beat the
Arambagh goalkeeper Mitul
Hasan in a one-on-one situa-
tioninthe 21st minute.

After resumption it was
again Sajib, who this time
found the back of the
Arambagh KS net with an
angular shot in the 59th
minute and completed his
treble in the 83rd minute
after dodging past the goal-
keeper to place home.

Hosts ready for a party
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aggressive West Indies and
lift the trophy:.

“Definitely, it's a proud
moment for the entire coun-
try for host nation to be in the
final. It has been a great
couple of weeks for the entire
country, people have
embraced that well, they've
been fantastic and they have
enjoyed some good cricket.
It's one of the best World
Cups Il have beeninvolved in,
when it comes to matches
being close or competitive,
and the best teams being in
the last eight,” said Mahela,
alluding to the fans' mad
scramble for tickets.

“When we started the
tournament expectations
were the same -- they wanted
us in the final and that hasn't
died down,” he added.

The stadium was jam-
packed during the hosts'
semifinal against Pakistan
and backed by an electrifying
crowd, Mahela's men won
the battle by 16 runs. It can
be expected that they will get
the same support from the
stands today as they attempt
to create history, but West
Indies skipper Darren
Sammy issued a warning
that they were ready to spoil

the home party.

“Definitely we would like
to spoil Sri Lanka's party.
That is what we have been
looking to do. We left home
on a mission. We are at the top
of the mountain. Sri Lanka
are undefeated. We are peak-
ing at the right time. We want
to have our own party. Carib-
bean people know how to
party,” said Sammy with his
infectious smile.

S0, Sunday night will see a
party, the question remains
whether it will feature Carib-
bean or Lankan beats.

U-14 booters
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Afghanistan and JFA Acad-

emy-1 on Tuesday before
playing against Bhutan and
India on Wednesday and

Thursday respectively.
“After the completion of

the first phase of the tourna-
ment, the players will be
taken to the Eastern part of
Japan in a bid to show the
area they recovered from the
Tsunami,” said team leader
Fazlur Rahman Babul at a
press conference yesterday
at BFF House.

NCL a week away

FROM PAGE 16
organised manner.

"It's a great decision to run the league on franchise-basis,

but the NCL has been running for a long time and there are
many intricate details that need to be worked upon for the
new system to be a success," said the former wicketkeeper.
He further stated his concerns for the 20-odd players who
won't get a chance to play first-class cricket, if the league

does take place with six teams as opposed to eight.
The uncertainty surrounding the league also puts in dan-

ger the national players' practice in the longer format of the
game. With the series against West Indies scheduled to begin
in early November, the Tigers would definitely want to play a

few four-day games to adjust themselves to Test cricket.
And with the league only a week away, it seems that the

BCB still has many obstacles to overcome in its quest to
organise the NCL based on the newly-formed franchise-
concept.

Feisty v tlair
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after the way Dwayne Bravo, Marlon Samuels and Kieron

Pollard all put their hands up with explosive innings, which
was followed by a fine bowling effort in the semifinal.

“I think they had a ball with the bat last night. Just one of
those days, everything was hitting the middle of the bat and
the Aussies struggled. Its a great challenge to have as a crick-
eter especially in a world cup final,” said Mahela when asked
whether they have any target in mind after the way West
Indies batted in the semifinal.

Sammy on the other hand stressed on the belief in the
dressing room and said: “It is going to be difficult (to beat Sri
Lanka at home) but it is just one hurdle we are looking to
jump.”

Both Mahela and Sammy however admitted that T20 is a
funny game and anybody can win on their day.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
ACROSS 39 Personal 2 Hardy 23 At the
1 Gumbo question? cabbage stern
need 41 Agenda 3 Laugh-a- 25 One of
5 Recede heading minute the Brady
8 "Take — 43 Stations 4 Forever bunch
Train” 46 Mountain 5 Pitching 26 Have bills
12 Bar air? stat 27 Glass-
13 Regret 50 Valhalla 6 Prickly maker’s
14 Dinner VIP seedcase device
for 51 Direct 7 Hotel 29 Aware of
Dobbin source of furniture 31 Get a
15 Braggart informa- 8 Sum glimpse
17 Verifiable tion 9 Uncom- of
18 Bristles 54 Use a promising 32 Citi Field
19 Sports paper 10 Seam- player
venues towel stress’ 34 Coagu-
21 Village 55 Guitar's case late
People kin 11 On the 38 Bread
hit 56 Declare briny 40 Sharp-
24 Under the 57 Require 16 Height of ened
weather 58 Just out fashion? 42 Coloring
25 Founder 59 Main- 20 Father's agent
of tained Day gifts 43 This way
Apple 22 “Unforget- 44 Falco of
28 Clarinet's DOWN table” “Nurse
cousin 1 Spheres singer Jackie”
30 System of  ggjution time: 21 mins. 49 Whirled
beliefs = 47 Jackknife,
33 Piercing A for one
tool R 48 Organic
34 Families 3 com-
35 Born o115 pound
36 “The E|M|E 49 Lascivi-
Matrix” = ous
role : 52 Eisen-
37 Departed D hower
38 Encoun- = 53 Church
ter 2 perch

CRYPTOQUIP

KSUFWNTF

PNHUY LY

UFHM

XKIHVUA

HMR " U

W Q

QHMF H CVMHIVC UW EKUEF,

HU'M K

Yesterday’s

Cryptoquip: |

IWNTFA VPNHXKSVRU.

HAD BOOKED

QUICKLY TO TRY TO SECURE A SPOT IN THE

LINE, BUT APPARENTLY 1 MISSED MY QUEUE.

Today’s Cryptoguip Clue: W equals O



