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MAU MAU TORTURE CASE

Kenyans win right to claim damages
from the UK for colonial “abuses”
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Ministry tlouting
its own rules

Housing projects ruled illegal
by HC, approved by govt

TAWFIQUE ALI

The housing and public works ministry has approved five

private housing schemes violating its own laws.
The High Court had already declared the housing

schemesillegal.
In the meantime, the developers are continuing work

at the sites destroying and occupying wetlands,
croplands and rural homesteads on the capital's eastern
fringe.

Moreover, the ministry in late May silently amended
the rules related to private housing development, sotten-
ing the stringent prerequisites to obtain approval with
convenient provisions, apparently to facilitate the pas-
sage ofshady schemes.

The developers, who had not got approval of their
schemes, were required, as per private housing land
development rules, 2004, to apply for approval within six
months ofthe rules coming into etfect.

But, instead, they illegally carried on with land-filling,
advertisement and sale of plots of the illegal entities.

The committee on private housing approval led by the
state minister for housing gave the nod to BDDL
Natundhara and United City in early May, Swarnali
Abashan and Green Model Town in early August and
Ashiyan City in late September upon recommendations
by Rajuk, the real-estate regulator.

Records show that the committee is keen on giving a
go-ahead to Bashundhara of East West Property
Developmentsoon.

The HC in June last year declared these six schemes
“illegal” along with a list of over 70 schemes.

A year betore the order was issued, the expert team on
Dhaka's Detailed Area Plan (DAP) led by Prof Jamilur
Reza Choudhury had recommended the scrapping of

SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

'ENGLISH VINGLISH’ NEARING THE END?

Sridevi, Bollywood queen of 80s, Sachin says for the first time that

makes a fascinating comeback he is considering retirement
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please abacklash

Rights boss tells Buddhist

community
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

The National Human Rights: JULFIKAR ALI MANIK, from Ramu, Cox's Bazar

C_Dmmissinn chain:nan FEStEde‘? apolo-  afier the irreparable loss of Buddhist heri-
gised to the BUdthEt_ COmMIMuity fm: the - tage in last week's mayhem, the people of
recent communal violence that left 12 . Ramu now fear damage of community
Buddhist temples burntdown. : . : 5 .

" relations as time has come to disclose the

"We are ashamed, aggrieved, sor :
82 e - names oflocalinstigators and perpetrators.

and asking foryour forgiveness," q I t probe t
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Buddhists,
whose homes
were torched
a week ago by
a mob, are
now living in
tents in
appalling
conditions.
The weather
over the last
week has not
helped either.
The photo was
taken from
Merong Loa in
Ramu of Cox's
Bazar.
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Forgive us, Buddhists brace for

. Indiscreet probes to find out attackers
. pose new trouble to the community

working to unearth the names of master-
minds behind the gruesome attacks on
Buddhist temples and houses. They are
taking statements of witnesses.

The witnesses, local attackers and

victims have been living together for

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1
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RAILWAYGATE SCANDAL

Tk 74 lakh was
going to house
of Suranjit

Whistleblower shows
up 6 months after
his 'disappearance’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Appearing on
the TV for the |
first time since
the April 9
railwaygate
scandal),
whistleblower
driver Azam
Khan has said
the Tk 74 lakh Azam Khan

stashed in his car was being taken to
the then railway minister Suranjit

Sengupta's house.
“The money was being carried to

Suranjit Sengupta's residence. But,
I ftoiled the attempt. Money was
taken [to Suranjit's house] several
times before as well,” he said in an

interview with Rtv aired first on
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2
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