#ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

WHAT'S ON

Theatre

Play: Dhaboman

Troupe: Dhaka Theatre
Venue: National Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Academy

Date: Oct 4; Time: 7pm

Wood Carving
Exhibition

Title: Journey by Rickshaw
Artist: Rakon-Uz-Zaman

Venue: Zainul Gallery, Faculty of
Fine Arts, Shahbagh

Date: Oct 4-10, Time: 10am-8pm

Bharatnatyam & [,
Kuchipudi Dance Recital é

Organiser: GCC, High Commission 28 .
of India, Dhaka |

Artiste: Malabika Sen =S _EEETE
Venue: Main Auditorium, Q Tl
N -

Bangladesh National Museum,
Shahbagh | S SN

Group Art Exhibition
Title: The Excitement in Things
Various

Venue: Bengal Art Lounge,
Gulshan-1

Date: Sept 30-0ct 1

Time: 12pm-Bpm

Silk Prints Exhibition ~ *
Tithe: Silk Stary
Venue: Gallery Chitrak, H-4, R-6,
Dhanmondi
Date: Sept 27-0ct 5
Tirme: 10am-8pm

Photography Exhibition
Phatographer: Anil Advani
Venue: Radius Centre,
Guishan-1

Date: Sep 21-0ct 12

e e Time: 10am-8pm
r:i}i‘ﬂ“hﬁ;ﬁhﬁtﬁ:*?z&:} 3 P

Autumn Festival

Organiser: Chhayanaut

Venue: Bakultala, Faculty of Fine [0S
Arts, Dhaka University

Date: Dctober 5

Time: 7am

Theatre

Play: Shesher Kobita

Troupe: Prangane Mor
Venue: Mational Theatre Hall,

Shilpakala Academy
Date: Ot 10

Time: 7pm

Director Bedabrato Pain

'INndian classical music maestros
to perform in Dhaka

Bengal ITC-SRA (Classical Music Fest to begin on November 29

Ustad Mashkoor Ali Khan
STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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The biggest names in Indian classical music and dance are
coming to Dhaka. They will perform at the four-day long
“Bengal ITC-SRA Classical Music Festival” that will begin on
November 29. The festival, to be held at Army Stadium in
Dhaka, will continue till December 2. In a bid to popularise
classical music, Bengal Foundation has joined hands with
[TC-SRA in organising the festival. Prothom Alo is the strate-
gic partner and The Daily Star is assisting in the festival.
Both classical vocal and instrumental music along
with classical dance will be performed at the festival.

Chittagong set for release in India

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhli
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UUS-based NASA scientist Bedabrato Pain is upbeat
about his maiden feature film “Chittagong”, which is
set to hit the screens in India on October 12. The film
is based on the 1930 armed insurrection by a band of
daredevils led by '"Master-da’ Surja Sen against the
might of British colonial power.

The film, featuring Bollywood actor Manoj Bajpai
and a host of new faces, was shot in a village of West
Bengal state, which, according to the director,
resembles Chittagong in Bangladesh.

One of the high points of the film will be its music
set by Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy and the lyrics written by
Prasoon Joshi. The music, the director says, has an
“unmistakable flavour of Bengal”.

Pain has high hopes from viewers in Bangladesh,
where “Chittagong” will also be released (though no
date has been finalised yet), and says a few people
who watched the film in Bangladesh have appreci-
ated it.

In his early 40s, Pain is a Bengali graduate from
Indian Institute of Technology in Kharagpur, West
Bengal, and is now settled in the US. He gave up his
lucrative job of a scientist at NASA to turn to
filmmaking and took on a challenging period drama,
which many first-time film directors would avoid.

Following are the excerpts from an e-mal inter-
view with Pain:

Why a film on Chittagong Uprising?

Chittagong Uprising is one of the glorious chap-
ters of our freedom struggle. For the first time, the
British were militarily defeated and were kicked out
of a town in the 20th century -- that too at the hands
of some untrained teenagers. It required the vision-
ary thinking of Master-da Surja Sen and the bravery
of the teenagers led by him. Yet practically nobody
knows of this stupendous achievement.

“Chittagong” is a celebration of the human spirit
that refuses to give up. And more importantly,
“Chittagong” is a story of victory. Most of our films
on freedom struggle end in a defeat. I did not want
to tell a story like that.

You have said the protagonist of your film is not
Master-da. Do you think in that case you run the
risk of distorting history? And why did you choose

Meet The World's Youngest
Rebel Leader
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BEDABRATO PAIN

Poster of the film.

to focus on a teenager?

There is no connection between distorting history
and the choice of a point of view. Disinformation or
distortion of history can only happen if the main
achievements are left out or the significance of a
movement is compromised or the roles played by
the stalwarts are denied or dealt with in an under-
handed manner. I do not think any of these things
have happened in “Chittagong”.

At the same time, [ do have my issues with histori-
ans on this matter. For instance, often the impetus of
the Chittagong Uprising is situated in the armed
struggles in Ireland. My research shows that to be
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Pandit Ulhas Kashalkar

Eminent artistes from Kolkata ITC Sangeet Research
Academy (SRA), including Padma Bhushan Vidushi Girija
Devi, Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty, Pandit Hariprasad
Chaurasia, Pandit Birju Maharaj, Pandit Shivkumar
Sharma, Ustad Rashid Khan, Padma Shri Pandit Ulhas
Kashalkar, Ustad Mashkoor Ali Khan, Pandit Rajan
Mishra, Pandit Sajan Mishra, Ustad Shahid Parvez Khan,
Ustad Ali Ahmed Hussain Khan, Pandit Kumar Bose,
Tejendra Narayan Majumdar, Sujata Mohapatra, Alarmel
Valli, Buddhadev Das Gupta, Purbayan Chatterjee,
Kaushiki Desikan and others will perform at the festival.
Alongside performances by the ITC-SRA maestros,

not true.

In traditional rendition of the Chittagong Upris-
ing, the narrative almost always ends with the hang-
ing of Master-da. However, this is a sadly myopic
view. In the case of Chittagong, almost all the revolu-
tionaries -- except for a few -- survived and went on
to participate in other heroic and equally visionary
struggles. My film does not end with Master-da's
death, but continues on to one such story. And this
is one of the reasons why a 14-year-old boy is my
protagonist. My “Chittagong” is a story of the victory
achieved by a reluctant hero.

Did you ever think of shooting the film in
Chittagong and are you planning to commercially
release it in Bangladesh where you might find a big
audience?

I had travelled extensively in Chittagong -- includ-

Pandit Birju Maharaj

renowned Bangladeshi classical artistes will also perform

at the festival.
A press conference will be held in this regard on

October 7 at Bengal Shilpalaya, Dhanmondi, in the capi-
tal. Abul Khair, chairman of Bengal Foundation; director
general of Bengal Foundation, Luva Nahid Chowdhury;
Ravi Mathur, executive director of ITC-SRA, Kolkata; and
several eminent classical artistes, including Ustad
Mashkoor Ali Khan and Padma Shri Pandit Ulhas
Kashalkar will be present at the press conference,
“Bengal Foundation and ITC-SRA have jointly taken
the initiative of highlighting accomplished artistes of this
region, offering refined entertainment to the music con-

The women in
Siraj ud-Daulah’s life -

.

Palakar premieres

Pandit Shivkumar Sharma

B

Vidushi Girija Devi
noisseurs and enthusiasts of Bangladesh. The names of
many pioneering classical music maestros are attached
to Bangladesh. The heritage of Bangladeshi music is very
opulent, though that is unknown to some. Moreover, the
practice of classical music is on the wane in Bangladesh.
Such a festival can play a key role in generating interest
among all. Considering these, we have decided to hold a
grand festival every year,” said Luva Nahid Chowdhury.
Luva Nahid Chowdhury added that another four-day
long Bengali Music Festival will begin on December 21,
2012 at ITC-SRA, Kolkata. About 50 Bangladeshi artistes
will take part in the festival.
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Syed Shamsul Haq's “Narigon”

ing the remote locations -- such as the village
Noapara where Master-da was born and Dhalghat,
which was the scene of a famous encounter leading
to the death of Nirmal Sen.

However, looking at the developments that have
happened in Chittagong, it was clear that there is no
resemblance between today's Chittagong and that of
1930s. So, obviously, the practicalities of shooting
took over. In fact, in the end, I chose to shoot in a
place that lends tremendous authenticity to the
1930s' Chittagong.

Given the fact that Ashutosh Gowariker's “Kheley
Hain Hum Jee Jaan Sey” was a box office disaster,
how jittery or hopeful are you about your movie?

The Indian film market has changed a lot in
recent times.

There is a significant rise of non-traditional
Bollywood films -- which above all, are good films.
Why, only this year, we have had successful films
such as “Kahaani”, “Paan Singh Tomar", “Gangs of
Wasseypur”, “Shanghai “and others! I strongly
believe that “Chittagong” is part of this new wave.
So, irrespective of what Bollywood films may or may
not have been there, “Chittagong” will stand on its
own feet. [ am extremely hopeful about
“Chittagong”, but then you know as they say it's after
all luck by chance.

As an experimental production, the play has its strengths.
JamiL MAHMUD
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Historically, women have suffered the same fate in every war
throughout the ages. Eminent poet and playwright Syed
Shamsul Haq's play, “Narigon” (written in 2006), brings to
light a dark chapter in the history of Bengal -- the fall of
Nawab Siraj ud-Daulah and the fate of the royal women.

Theatre troupe Palakar, which previously produced
Haq's “Banglar Maati Banglar Jol", unveiled the new play
for the Dhaka audience. The play premiered at the Experi-
mental Theatre Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, on
October 1.

The play has been directed by Ataur Rahman. The vet-
eran director is known for effectively translating Haq's
writing for the stage. This is the sixth such collaboration
between Haq and Rahman.

Haq's pen imagines what could have possibly happened
inside the palace, soon after Nawab's fall on July 3, 1757.
History does not shed light on what these women went
through. So, the dialogues are imaginary.

On the following night of Nawab's fall, Sharifunnesa
(wife of Nawab Alivardi Khan, Siraj ud-Daulah's grandfa-
ther), Amina Begum (mother of Siraj ud-Daulah) and
Lutfunnesa (wife of Siraj ud-Daulah) along with palace
maids were imprisoned inside the palace. The psychologi-
cal trauma that they face; recollections of the roles they
played in politics; fond memories -- all create a moving

PHOTO: JAMIL MAHMUD
collage.

These imaginary, yet bold, dialogues sound credible
thanks to performances by a group of talented actors:
Farhana Mithu (as Sharifunnesa), Dipta Rakkhit (Amina
Begum) and Tania Hossain (Lutfunnesa).

The royal women consider suicide but cannot as all
arms and venomous substances had been confiscated. The
noble women are not perfect. They have their prejudices,
as demonstrated by their disdain for the royal courtesan
(played by Jayita Mahalanbish).

While Sarifunnesa desperately counts on her elder
daughter, Ghasheti Begum (Arjumand Ara), the former is
left heart-broken. However, Ghaseti's cuffed hands sym-
bolically convey that she is just a pawn -- humanisation of
a historically hated character.

Siraj ud-Daulah (Kazi Faisal) appears for a brief moment
and does not steal the light from the women who are the
protagonists.

As an experimental production, the play has its
strengths. Aniket Paul's design sees the performance area
as an arena. The designer allocates the corridors [behind
the audience] as part of the performance space -- a group
of royal guards roam around all the time. Transparent
fabric surrounding the arena and the audience from
behind create maze-like insides of a palace.

The production is further strengthened by Lucy Tripti's
costumes, Ajay Das' music and Thandu Raihan's light.

Kali O Kalam's special issue on
architect Muzharul Islam

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Monthly literary journal Kali O
Kalam held a publication (of a spe-
cial issue) ceremony for the recently
deceased architect Muzharul Islam.
The event was held on October 2 at
Sufia Kamal Auditorium of National
Museum, Shahbagh, in Dhaka.
[slam was a pioneering figure in
modern Bangladeshi architecture.
His style and influence dominated
the architectural trends in Bangla-
desh throughout the 1960s and '70s.
Professor Emeritus Anisuzzaman,
president of the editorial board of Kali

O Kalam, presided over the

programme. Luva Nahid Chowdhury,
director general of Bengal Foundation,
was the moderator of the programme.
Abul Hasnat, editor of Kali O Kalam,
delivered the welcome speech. Archi-
tects Shamsul Wares, Rabiul Hussain,
Mobasser Hossain, Zakiul Islam,
Shama Ali (chairman of Architecture
Department, BRAC University); Nazrul
Sangeet singer and daughter of
Muzharul Islam, Dalia Nawsheen,

spoke on the occasion.

The speakers were of the view
that Islam's designs were marked by
innovation. Country, nature and
people were the main elements he

kept in mind when working. He is
considered to be a true Renaissance
man. His architecture incorporated
local traditions and historic ele-
ments. His designs demonstrate his
awareness and consideration of the
local climate. He was also a political

activist.

(From left) Luva Naheed Ehuwclhury, Ahul Hasnat, Shamsul Wares, Amsuzzaman,
Dalia Nawsheen and Mobasser Hossain at the publication ceremony.

Speakers also agreed that Islam
never surrendered to any kind of
pressure, neither did he compro-
mise his values.

Discussants urged the govern-
ment to preserve buildings
designed by him.,

The special issue of Kali O Kalam
features write-ups on the life and

All programmes are in local
time. The Daily Star will not

The Baily Star
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be responsible for any
change in the programme.
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Borhanuddin Khan Jahangir,
Syed Shamsul Huq, Rezaur Rahman,
Santosh Ghosh, Matiur Rahman,
Shama Ali, Dalia Nawsheen, Pankaj
Bhattacharya, Kazi Khaled Ashraf,
Saiful Haque, Luva Naheed
Chowdhury, Abul Khair Litu and
others have contributed to the
issue.

After the discussion, Laisa Ahmed
Lisa and Sharmin Sathi Islam ren-
dered songs.
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Workers on a crane put finishing touches on a banner featuring the 17th Busan International film Festival
(BIFF) displayed on a building in Busan yesterday. Asia's largest film festival rolls out the red carpet in South
Korea today, offering a window into the region's cinema landscape and a rare screening of a North Korean
film. Mostafa Sarwar Farooki's “Television” will see its world premiere at the fest.
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