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PHOTO: STAR
Logs get loaded onto a truck at Kagujirpul in Baufal upazila under Patuakhali district for transport to other places as the
region sees random tree felling in the absence of adequate action by the authorities concerned.

Patuakhali forests shrink
as random tree felling on

Hard-pressed locals sell trees even before they mature

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Unscrupulous timber
traders have continued
random tree felling
throughout the district,
especially in remote chars
(coastal islands), to sell it to
brickfields, match factories
and furniture shops at
ditferent places.

The situation seriously
atfects forest resources in
the coastal district where
only seven percent of the
land area is now covered
with forest, said sources at
Patuakhali forest office.

Around 30 trucks and 10
trawlers are used to carry
about 300 tonnes of logs
daily from the district to
different places including
Dhaka and Chittagong,
local sources said.

Eight to ten trucks and
trawlers loaded with logs,
mostly of rain tree,
chambol, karai and mango,

daily start from Baufal
upazila for certain places
or company, said Farid
Mridha, 30, of Kagujirpul
area under the upazila.

On an average each
vehicle carries 10 tonnes of
logs, he said.

Buyers feel interested to
buy wood from remote
char lands as poor people
of these areas sell trees at
very cheap rates.

Often hard-pressed
villagers sell the trees
before they mature.

"The tree which now
sells at only Tk 500 would
be worth Tk 5000 to 6000 if
they are allowed to grow for
five years more, " said Babul
(azi, 50, of Diarakachua, a
remote char.

Most people of the
remote areas became job-
less during this time of the
year and they often sell
trees to maintain the fam-

ily, he said, adding that
some local people work as
brokers and arrange the
sale.

"Rural people are not so
aware of the harmful
effects of random tree
felling on our environ-
ment. The number of trees
planted is much smaller
compared to the number of
trees felled every vyear. If
anyone cuts one tree he
should plant at least two
trees,” said Uttam Kumer
Gangulee, chief of Baufal
upazila nursery.

The existing law
requires permission from
the local forest office if
anybody wants to cut tree
but the law is often
neglected.

Random tree felling
leads to deforestation that
raises the occurrence of
various disasters like flood,
cyclone, storm, heavy

rainfall or drought, an
official of Baufal forest
otfice said.

Environmentalists sug-
gest keeping forest on at
least 25 percent of a coun-
try's land area to keep
ecological balance but only
seven percent of the land
area of Patuakhali districtis
now covered with forest.

When contacted,
Divisional Forest Officer
Gobindo Roy said, "Ran-
dom tree cutting must be
stopped to protect forests.
We have already asked all
upazila officers to make
local people aware to obey
the relevant law. If anybody
wants to cut trees even on
his personal land he should
take permission from the
local officer concerned.

He emphasized political
and social commitment as
well as public awareness
for success in this regard.

STALEMATE AT ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY CONTINUES

V(C, pro V(C, treasurer
declared unwanted

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

The Islamic University
Teachers Association
(IUTA) yesterday declared
the university vice chan-
cellor, the pro vice chan-
cellor and the treasurer
unwanted on the campus.

The decision, takenin a
meeting of IUTA at its
office on the campus in
the afternoon, came
against the backdrop of
continuous stalemate at
the university since
September 8.

High officials of Islamic
University (IU) including
VC Prof M Alauddin, Pro
VC Prof Kamal Uddin and
Treasurer Prof Shahjahan
Ali abstained from going
to the campus during the
time.

In a written statement
following vyesterday's
meeting, the IUTA leaders
blamed the present [U
administration for the
ongoing stalemate at the
institution.

Former president of
IUTA Prof Makhlukur
Rahman, its present
General Secretary Prof
ASM Torigul Islam, Prof

Motiur Rahman, Prof
Tozammel Hossain and
Dr Bagqibillah addressed
the meting presided over
by IUTA President Prof
Yakub Ali.

They put six-point
demand including imme-
diate removal of the VC,
the pro VC and the trea-
surer, cancellation ot all
illegal recruitment, and
judicial inquiry into the
recruitment process.

Prof Yakub blamed
‘corrupt practices' by the
present administration
for the unstable situation
at the university.

He mentioned a few
names as example of
appointment through
nepotism.

No class or examina-
tion will be held in the
university until the
demand is met, said the
IUTA general secretary.

The university got into
serious trouble after the
syndicate meeting held
on September 7
appointed 152 teachers
and other staff against 76
advertised positions, said
university sources.

Alleging massive irreg-
ularities in the recruit-

ment process, Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) on
September 8 demanded
cancellation of the
recruitment and also
started agitation for
removal of the VC, the pro
VC and the treasurer.

Earlier, on September
F; T wnirt ol
Bangabandhu Parishad,
an organisation backed by
ruling Awami League,
termed the VC, the pro VC
and the treasurer as 'cor-
rupt’ and 'failed’ and
demanded their immedi-
ate removal.

Contacted, 1IU
Treasurer Prof Sahajahan
Ali said, "We cannot go to
the campus due to move-
ment of BCL. Now the
government has to take
decision.”

This correspondent
failed to contact the uni-
versity vice chancellor
and the pro vice chancel-
lor for their versions as
their cell phones were
found oft.

Meanwhile, BCL IU
unit vesterday demon-
strated on the campus to
press home their demand
of removal of the VC, the
proVC and the treasurer.

Feni JCD

leader
stabbed

A CORRESPONDENT, Feni

A local leader of
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) was stabbed by Jubo
League activists over previ-
ous enmity at Ukilpara in

the town on Tuesday night.
The victim is Golam

Kaisar Kayes, 24, president
of JCD Rampur ward unit

under Feni municipality.
Locals said a group of

Jubo League activists led by
Jony and Jewel picked up
Kayes from in front of
Model High School in the
town at around 8:00pm and

took him to Ukilpara area.
They beat up Kayes and

stabbed in different parts
of his body, leaving him
critically injured.

Being informed, police
rushed to the spot, rescued
Kayes and took him to Feni
Sadar Hospital. The JCD
leader was shifted to
Chittagong Medical
College Hospital the same
night as his condition dete-
riorated.

JCD Feni district unit
Publicity Secretary
Salauddin protested the
attack on Kayes. He
demanded immediate
arrest of the Jubo League
men involved.

No case was lodged with
Feni Sadar Model Police
Station in connection with
the incident as of 5:00pm
yvesterday.

25 hurt as BCL, Shibir clash
at Dinajpur Govt College

Dorm burnt, institution closed for indefinite period

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

At least 25 people includ-
ing 4 policemen were
injured and a private dor-
mitory was burnt as activ-
ists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) and Islami
Chhatra Shibir got locked
in a clash in Dinajpur
Government College on

Tuesday night.
The academic council

of the college in a meeting
presided over by Principal
Ahmed Hossain yesterday
decided to shut the college
for indefinite period to
avert ftfurther clash
between the two student

organisations.
The authorities also

asked resident students to
vacate five dormitories of
the college within 3:00pm
yesterday.

Witnesses said BCL

activists led by a BCL
leader beat up three Shibir
activists at Suihari in
Dinajpur town at around

8:30pm on Tuesday.
In reaction to the inci-

dent, Shibir activists at
around 10:30pm threw
brickbats targeting Ajoy
Hall, a dormitory resided

by BCL men.
Consequently, the two

groups locked in a clash
with brickbats, sticks and
sharp weapons, creating
panicin the area.

At around 11:20pm,
BCL activists set fire to a
private-run dormitory
named 'Himi Chhatrabas’
at Khalpara near Dinajpur
Government College.
Mostly Shibir men reside

at the dormitory.
The fire burnt all the 12

rooms of the dormitory.
Fire fighters rushed to
the spot and doused the
fire.

The clash left 25 peo-
ple injured. They were
admitted to Dinajpur
Medical College Hospital,
from where Shibir activ-
ist Nazmul Alam, 23, was
shifted to Rangpur

Medical College Hospital

with serious injuries.
At around 12:00am,

police arrived at the
spot and used eight tear
gas shells and rubbers
bullets to control the
situation.

Aslam Igbal, officer in
charge of Dinajpur police
station, said, "The situa-
tion is now under control.

A large number of police-
men have been posted in

the area.”
However, tension was

prevailing on the campus.
When contacted, Md

Motiur Rahman, president
of Dinajpur town unit of
Islami Chhatra Shibir,
said, "The Chhatra League
activists attacked our

supporters as a sequel to

Il

the clash at Rajshahi
University. They looted the
private dormitory before
setting fire to it.”

On the other hand,
Shabbir Ahmed Sujon,
general secretary of local
unit of BCL, said the
clash erupted as Shibir
activists attacked the
Chhatra League men on
Tuesday night.
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PHOTO: STAR

A room of private-run dormitory Himi Chhatrabas at Khalpara near Dinajpur Government
College bears testimony to Chhatra League activists' vandalism and arson attack during
their clash with Islami Chhatra Shibir activists on Tuesday night.

TORTURED BY POLICE, MAN DIES

Hartal observed in Basail
upazila, four cops closed

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

A daylong hartal was
observed in Basail upazila
yesterday, protesting the
death of aman due to torture
by police.

The protesters brought
out a procession and held a
rally at Basail bus stand in
the morning and blocked
the road by burning tyres
demanding punishment to
the cops responsible for the
death of a man of Sunna
village under the upazila.

Locals said four plain-
clothes policemen of Basail

Police Station went to the
village and chased a few
villagers who were playing
cards onTuesday evening.

At one stage, the law
enforcers caught one Lal
Mia, 45, of the village, who
was standing on a nearby
road. They beat up Lal Mia
and dunked him into a
pond.

The villagers encircled
the cops, rescued Lal Mia
and sent him to the upazila
health complex where the
doctors declared him dead.

As the news spread, the
villagers beat up the police-
men and confined them to a

house. On information, a
team led by Assistant
Superintendent of Police
(ASP) Mizanur Rahman and
UNO Shahin Ara Begum
reached the village.

The villagers freed the
cops after the ASP and the
UNO assured them of taking
actions against the police-
mer.

The four policemen--
Assistant sub-inspectors
Jahangir Hossain,
Suruzzaman, constables
Sarwar Hossain and
Shamim Reza-- were closed
to the district police lines
yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR
Buddhists form a human chain at Shapla Chattar in Khagrachhari town yesterday pro-
testing the barbaric attack on the people of the community at Ramu in Cox's Bazar and
Patiya in Chittagong districts on Saturday and Sunday.

ATTACK ON COPS

500 BNP-Jamaat
men sued in
Gaibandha

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Gaibandha

Over 500 leaders and
activists of BNP-Jamaat
have been sued on
charge of attacking
police in Sunderganj
upazila.

The accused include
upazila Jamaat secre-
tary Shahidul Islam
Manju, upazila BNP
secretary Abdul Matin,
municipal councillor
Mazedur Rahman
Runu, Abdus Satter and
Satter Mia.

Gokul Chandra
Barman, sub-inspector of
Sundergang police sta-
tion, filed the case on
Monday afternoon.

Police arrested nine
people, including
Nuruzzaman Sarker,
Belka union secretary of
Jamaat, in connection
with the attack, said
Jalaluddin Ahmed, offi-
cer in-charge of the PS.

On Sunday, upazila
BNP-Jamaat brought out
a procession, protesting a
US made anti-Islami film.

At this, police inter-
cepted the protesters at
Amtali point and charged
batons to disperse the
crowd.

A chase and counter
chase took place
between the law enforc-
ers and the protesters,
leaving at least 23 peo-
ple injured including
eight policemen.



