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HIS vyear, for
the first time, |
am address-

ing you on the occa-
sion of the Day of
German Unity in my
function as Federal
President. It is a day
that reminds us
Germans what happi-
ness our recent his-
tory has brought. In
1989, the courageous
population in the East
cast off the chains of
oppression and
fought successtully
for freedom, democ-
racy, and, in the end,
the reunification of
our fatherland. Today, Inachim Gauck

22 vyears later, we are German Federal President

thankful that our country has come into its own, mindful of what has been
accomplished over the past decades: the economic miracle in the West, the
establishment of a stable democracy and civil society there after the havoc
wrought by National Socialism and the World War, and finally the peacetful
revolution that brought freedom to the Germans in the East and the reunifi-

cation of our country.
Germany is a tfree country where the rule of law prevails. It is a country

both economically strong and at the same time concerned with the welfare
of all members ot society. We may rightly promote our social market econ-
omy as a model for the world. Today we can be proud of our country and the

roleitis playingin doing good in the world.
Especially in these politically and economically challenging times, we

(Germans remain committed to Europe. Europe is the joint response of many
different countries to the wars of the 20th century, butis also a cultural home
to a great variety of people, a stand-out political project and a wonderful
cosmopolitan conception of unity in diversity. We want to uphold Europe
now and nurture its future progress, especially when, given the current cri-
sis, some are tempted to pull back behind national borders. We want to make
Europe a space where peace and freedom are at home. We are also aware that
even as alarge country within Europe we are too small to mount an adequate
response to political upheavals and the rapid rise ot new economies around

the world. We Germans need Europe. We Germans want Europe.
We want to live up to the role in Europe that our country has gradually

acquired, partly on the basis of our economic strength, but above all on the
basis of the reliability we have demonstrated over decades. We want to take
on responsibility. This is expected of us and that it is expected ofusis inlight
of our past history -- a great gift of trust.
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Message
N the 3rd of October 2012
we celebrate the anniver-

O sary of Germany's reunifi-

cation. For more than four decades
our country had been divided when,
23 years ago, the people of East
Germany took to the streets.
Hundreds of thousands of citizens
demanded freedom, democracy and
national unity. Those who had
oppressed them for too long were

unable to stop the strong wave of

protest. As a result, the Berlin Wall
came down in 1989, and the German

nation was finally reunited in 1990.
Today, we remember and we

honourthe people who wrote one of
the most beautiful chapters of

German history. They did it peace-
fully and with astonishing courage.
For the first time, Germany gained
unity in freedom and peace, with
her neighbours' full concurrence.
My country has since evolved as a
stable and prosperous democracy
based on the rule of law, and fully
aware of her special responsibilities
as Europe's centre piece. The politi-
cal ties between Bangladesh and
Germany have been strong from
their very beginning. In 1972,
Germany was one of the first
European countries to officially
recognize Bangladesh as an inde-
pendent country. In turn, the his-
toric event of Germany's reunifica-
tion was warmly greeted by
Bangladesh. Our two countries
cooperate fruitfully in finding solu-
tions to global problems such as
poverty, population growth, and
climate change. On a multilateral
level, most notably in the frame-
work of United Nations, we have
started common initiatives. Among
these is the promotion of access to
water as a human right.

On a bilateral level, a string of
reciprocal visits gives testimony of

our well established partnership.
Lastyear the Prime Minister and the
Foreign Minister of Bangladesh
visited Germany, whereas the
German Federal President and the
Minister of Development
Cooperation came to Bangladesh.
This year the German Foreign
Minister held political talks in
Dhaka. In the context of the 40th
anniversary of German-Bangladesh
diplomaticties and to further
strengthen the excellent bilateral
relations, he met with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, Foreign
Minister Dr. Dipu Moni and repre-
sentatives of Civil Society.

Our bilateral ties are particularly
strong in the field of business. With
steady growth rates over many
years, Bangladesh has achieved
impressive progress in its economic

development. As a consequence of

the expanding economy and the
improved investment conditions,
and due to the strong entrepreneur-
ial spiritin the country [ believe that
Bangladesh is well on its way to
reaching the status of a middle

income country.
Germany is Bangladesh's first

trading partner within the European
Union, and the second largest mar-
ket for Bangladesh exports world-
wide. In the last three years, trade
between Germany and Bangladesh
increased by almost 80 %. This trend
has been supported by the so-called
“Everything But Arms” policy of the
European Union, granting
Bangladesh duty-free access to the
EU for all products, except arms and
ammunitions, without any quantita-
tive restriction. Credit also goes to

the Bangladesh German Chamber of

Commerce and Industry (BGCCI),
the biggest bilateral chamber in
Bangladesh with 370 members, for
elevating our economic relationship

to levels hitherto unknown. Looking
ahead, some new areas of mutually
beneficial business relations such as
shipbuilding have already emerged
and will gain more importance.
German companies stand ready to
invest in other areas like the energy
sector, with special emphasis on
renewable and “green”
energy where Germany has high

technological competence.
Since Bangladesh's independ-

ence, our bilateral development
cooperation has played a pivotal
role in our relationship. An overall
amount of 2.6 billion Euro has been
committed so far for technical and
financial assistance. It is given
exclusively in the form of grants.
Furthermore, Germany is a lead
contributor to the development
cooperation of the European Union,
the World Bank, the Asian
Development Bank and the UN
agencies working in Bangladesh.
Germany's own implementation
agencies, GIZ and KiW, are trade-
marks for applied expertise in
improving the lives of many people
in Bangladesh. The volunteer
programme “weltwirts” sends
yvoung Germans to Bangladesh
every year to assist in development
cooperation in various areas.
Thereby the sentiment of our close
friendship is passed on to the next

generation.
Our cultural relations continue to

grow as academic and cultural
exchange are flourishing through
the activities of various organisa-
tions. Since 1961 the Goethe
Institute is operating in Dhaka pro-
viding information on German
culture, society and politics to the
public. The institute conducts a
great variety of cultural
programmes in the fields of art,
theatre and film. Each vyear, it

sources of

Dr. Albrecht Conze

Ambassador designate of the Federal
Republic of Germany to Bangladesh

teaches German to over 1000
Bangladeshis. Deutsche Welle, the
(German international broadcaster,
is highly trusted by many
Bangladeshis as a reliable source of
information. The German
Academic Exchange Service and the
Alexander von Humboldt
Association facilitate the coopera-
tion between German and
Bangladesh universities and sup-
port academic exchange between

our countries.
Looking back on the past four

decades, I believe that we can be
proud of our common achieve-
ments and the strength of our bilat-
eral relations. Germany will con-
tinue to be a reliable partner for
Bangladesh. [ look forward to doing
my part in strengthening our ties
during the forthcoming years. In
celebrating the Day of German
Unity and 40 Years of Friendship
Between Bangladesh and Germany,
I extend my cordial greetings to the
people of Bangladesh as well as to
my fellow countrymen residing in
this country.

>

BGCCI

Bangladesh German Chamber

Bangladesh German Chamber
of Commerce & Industry

of Commerce & Industry

Gold Members

More than 370 members of the Bangladesh German Chamber of Commerce & Industry
- the biggest bilateral business chamber in Bangladesh -
extend their best wishes on the occasion of 22 years of German Unity and the German National Day

IKFW oec  ©acererecs BSmmuioe Wimérioor  QIEMENS  commeRzBANK ¢ CK%Y a Group  multiline PICARD i maksons spinning mins Limitea m
- - - - Deuische Gesollschaf 59 £ J"'g/ - : me—— e e
CSI® X2 Zr o ~uma oOzmmm iz, @ sefes Apmeer BEXWGO s @mt_e:.,!
11;;1“:,4.
' 1 I >» A g :IHlIJI A J n Il' 'TE{hﬂD{I}HSU" @
'I' I r
,mm{ RIMORDIAL LTD, CHERY NE Banu"a Bﬂ] mhmﬂhﬂ"al Ll Jamuna Bank Limited N H BA I\I Mf&%fﬁnz
@:ﬁ m E "w ,.g_ C@ ™ LREJGLOBAL b= ) 7/ 4 @ *g:
AW FORTL B&uisinn 73 R A —, —— J‘Q ‘ Eﬂﬂ
JI ﬂppliﬁzrﬂir;tﬁj GROUP AR AR uaniy . B A G n ‘I (EFELLER ﬂi&-ﬁ'f:w:.-fm GROUP B FRIME INSURANCE ure (hefiers @fahe
NNy = ™ ® MEGHNA .
- M L& ROBINTEX" ¥ (e B ChP a5 @ % OpouR <25 METRO
GranVille - Exe PALAL GROUP LTD. | c R O U P ISML FODTWERS Das Auto, INDUSTRIES Knitting & Dyeing Mills Ltd

m— AMANN

ABS ... T
NOVOAIR

CM&A e

Loge Comrilanir & Procfitionsr

= W

é@.ﬁmu. m @ s

Fnrtune\’* ‘ \
Enterprise Limilad

I st 20 e
MADCOMM 1 [penast st Trade | e ., DYSIN
Electro) aRrrerio = B S5 et comting o) 14 SEPAREL 004G 0N F. Undiitsch GmbH fortuna @M
B h u ! }'rﬂ l] o _‘r... P E B :.f“-l‘-lt::ul.-b:u:-: ;I"n:‘c: T LR Since llm ) : : I"L_.d?, F:; lﬁ
— S DACHSER CO re " m wu || I.n : FINZEL&SCHUCK H I I
m T Intelligent Logistics @ k_ ; hinmay 6 Q ’
e Generator_ i r
D e‘ Technologies DS-CONCEPT ‘ E.M.MY ENTERPRISES LTD.
@ Draximaier Intetligent Trade Finance E U RO PDI NT E;E.ﬁ E‘&FAHUAF
- i UROLENTRA ‘ \ o
ik Lol CORPORATE OUTUT" t@u\ E' , L L o @‘ @ '!f-?i
‘' - | {'_F_._ ECM Services Limited WIE § LY GROUP P:'-:HF'
[ [DVHON) st = A oo  blle sever ¥ o
ﬁ egance LN e BB ERERCPALT oy PACKAGES LIMITED | o VL Mﬁ/ GFA&L" G L
I ; Orientale Lid Consulting Group et o e 3
- B helimand ”-,3 - &b B vy
Worldwide Logistics cO L=
£ VBRI m@;m : ) Ce=  GRAPHICS LIMITED Miladon Group ()E!:!!}Elﬂl Maple Leaf s s ssomirome e

THRAIN & MARKETING LTI

10) oliIR T T |

FIMAHEE LiIMITED Baumving Raws et

SYicdd b £ .‘?I\
o/

KUEHNE+NAGEL (3)

Fliﬁl—l-ll-'n-l-r e -'-':\.llli'-:l' RETHE i el

}ﬁ BAMGLADESH
:) COPYRIGHT & IP FORLIM

alr é

EPLANINGRPEDJIECTS
L1 A WIMMFIF FONITEE LS
Fiw

4gn@

Steal-X

msm <D

International

] !EEE‘!- LIMITED sm% _ha.ﬂTha. : i 5 .
Sitanes el

[DB] SCHENKER

..‘(

NEEGE =X
BE Rl 2 L Y ‘ g ! -- |'IIIL"'.F'I_. -REDPGH‘.T]ACKH.S e SU Softwarelnion .ﬁ.n-:I]I_lﬁlr}W
HnRTHmr-.‘rmm t - Bonn
\/ spire aa events TVMANIA @ AUSTAN —_— S B
of & R biente Q? 0 EC“” NerREV-S SR e
ke ST e § .,
~NEO o 1, Comoutionte L4 THE WESTIN Toslal . F Q |
Sy Imeenkion Cormpany —1 @ DHAKA : ...... w - %\
[ ] ' 2 ENTINIC KLURGSBANK g CENTRE FOR .
I A 1 . ® oMC* sOlier o . [
oroumemme RKEBXPORT" o B sriNNOVaTION PG -
= Hermes s Pulcra Chemicals i =1R=) | B EKDS GROUP STOLL Q} BSRM smzmame E FS
e EIY M UTSCH S - . Creative - e cmp
FIL j M LS @ siNHA rasricsLro. € o o | semadhan T movmne A% Associates 2U R3ANIT S ‘nummumcatmn Ltd.

German House, 15 Floor, House 10/C, Road 90, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh. Tel.: +88 02 88 26 480, Fax: +88 02 88 24 858, info@bgcci.com, www.bgcci.com




