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BCL, Shibir clash
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the members of two groups

started.

Both the groups used
sticks, iron rods and sharp
weapons during the chase
and counter chase.

The feuding groups also
traded nearly 50 gunshots
inside the campus and at the
RU's main gate that left a
BCL man and two Shibir
activists injured.

Some of the activists of
the pro-Jamaat student
organisation, who took
shelter inside the Central
Library after being chased,
were mercilessly beaten up
by the BCL men.

The BCL men also drove
Shibir men out of the cam-
pus and put up barricades
on the Rajshahi-Dhaka
highway for around 30 min-
utes.

Around 12:30pm, BCL
men entered the campus
and damaged two university
buses in front of the admin-
istrative building.

Later, the activists of the
pro-AL student body ran-
sacked the residence of the
vice-chancellor for allegedly
allowing the Shibir activists
Lo establish their dominance
in the campus.

RU Proctor Chowdhury
Mohammad Zakaria was
also assaulted by the BCL
men when he tried to quell
the unrest.

The bullet-hit BCL activ-
ist Nabiul Islam Lipon,
Shibir activists Jahangir
Hossain and Shariful Islam
were admitted to Rajshahi
Medical College and
Hospital (RMCH).

The other injured, who
were admitted to RMCH,
include Shibir activists
Mosaddek Hossain,
Mobarak Hossain, BCL
general secretary of RU unit

Akhtaruzzaman Takim.

Jahangir, Shariful,
Mosaddek and Mobarak
were later shown arrested
along with 11 other activists
of Shibir, police sources said.

Ahmed Ali, BCL RU unit
president, claimed that the
Shibir men had attacked the
BCL procession to establish
their supremacy on the
campus. He also blamed the
RU authorities for failing to
ensure students' security on
the campus.

Ashraful Alam Emon,
Shibir RU unit president,
however, said BCL men,
without any provocation,
attacked the Shibir activists
while they were taking prep-
arations to bring out a pro-
cession.

“We tried to resist the
attack, but police assisted
the BCL men", he said.

He claimed that six Shibir
men, including its general
secretary Saifuddin Yahvya,
were injured by bullets.

Abu Hossain Bipu, BCL
RU unit general secretary,
said Shibir activists brought
sacks of brickbats inside the
campus yesterday morning,
and had been taking prepa-
rations to foil their proces-
sion.

He alleged that though
the proctor had caught some
of the Shibir activists red-
handed with the sacks, he
did not hand them over to
law enforcers, but rather
took an undertaking from
them.

M Moniruzzaman, addi-
tional police commissioner
of Rajshahi Metropolitan
Police, said student organi-
sations always tried to estab-
lish their supremacy on the
campus through targeting
the admission process for
the first year honours every
year.

Suranjit termed
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lawmaker, yesterday asked
the attorney general outside
a courtroom of the Supreme
Court in the presence of
otherlawyers and journalists.

By the connotation 'Kalo
Biral', barrister Khokon
meant Suranjit Sengupta, a
minister without portfolio.

Although Khokon asked
the question in a humorous
mood, a startled Mahbubey
Alam, the attorney general,
indignantly replied:
"Khokon, you were not born
when Suranjit Sengupta
embarked on his political
career.”

The conversation was
humorous enough for both
lawyers and reporters pres-
ent to make them break into
laughter.

The incident took place
outside a courtroom after
the High Court yesterday
fixed October 8 for the hear-
ing of a writ petition that

US court lifts
Samsung
tablet ban

BBC ONLINE

A temporary sales ban on
Samsung Electronics'’
Galaxy Tab 10.1 tablet com-
puter in the US was lifted by
aUS court yesterday.
District Judge Lucy Koh's
move opens the way for US
sales of Samsung's older
tablet model to restart.
Separately, Samsung filed
a motion yesterday against
Apple's iPhone 5 saying its
patents had been violated.
The iPhone 5 was
launched last month and
broke Apple's pre-sales
record. Apple has not com-
mented on either move.
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challenged the legality of
Suranjit's appointment as a
minister without portfolio.

According to the media,
Suranjit is called 'Kalo Biral',
as he had said, after being
appointed railway minister,
that he would ferret out the
“black cat from the bag" in
order to make the railway
department corruption-free.

“Mahbub bhai
[Mahbubey Alam], what has
happened with the Kalo
Biral's case?” Khokon asked
the attorney general as they
came out of a courtroom.

“Who is Kalo Biral?” the
attorney general struck back
at Khokon.

The BNP lawyer then
reminded the attorney gen-
eral of the petition, hearing
of which was supposed to be
held yesterday. SC lawyer
Tuhin Malik filed the peti-
lion against Suranjit, claim-
ing that there was no such
postunder the constitution.

A day after Suranjit
resigned in April this year
following the railwaygate
scandal, the government
retained him as a minister.
But he was not given a port-
folio.

The BNP lawmaker also
asked the attorney general
why he had appeared for the
minister since the petition
was a personal case of
Suranjit.

Mahbubey Alam then
asked Khokon whether he
had seen the cause list and
was aware of who the oppo-
site party to the petition was.

As Khokon replied in the
negative, the attorney gen-
eral said that the state was
the opposite party and he
had appeared for the state as
itsattorney general.

Some ex-BNP
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charges,” Home Minister

Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
said yesterday.

He, however,
disclose the names.

The minister was talking
to newsmen after a meeting
with the Saudi ambassador
in Dhaka, Abdullah Nasser
Al-Busairi, at his secretariat
office in the capital.

The judicial commission
formed to probe the 2001
post-polls violence has
found evidence of over 3,625
major crimes, including
murder, rape, arson and
looting by cadres of the BNP
and Jamaat in the first 15
months of its tenure from
October 2001. The commis-
sion held a number of law-
makers and ministers of the
then government responsi-
ble for the incidents.

Disclosing the commis-
sion's findings on December
1 last year, former home
minister Shahara Khatun
had said the government
would file cases against such
offenders.

The three-member com-
mission was formed on
December 27, 2009 follow-
ing a High Court order upon
a petition by Human Rights

and Peace for Bangladesh.

Talking to the BBC last
night, BNP acting secretary
general Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir said the govern-
ment was bringing up the
issue afresh to keep the
opposition parties "out of
the election”.

"They [the government]
are filing these cases as part
of a blueprint for eliminat-
ing the opposition,"” he
alleged.

did

not

Heroes of our time
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want to punish all Buddhists

for the fault of one?” Rana
shouted at the crowd.

“We want Uttam's head.
Give him to us,” the crowd
roared. Uttam is the person
whose Facebook was tagged in
aphotograph maligning Islam.

“Uttam does not live here,”
Osman shouted back. “Tt is only
hisfather'shouse. Goaway."

The crowd argued for
some time, but they were
hesitant. After all, they were
all from the same locality.

The mob turned back and
went away. But Rana and his
friends were not very sure as
news after news arrived of
the atrocities. So they called
some of their relatives to
come and join them. After a
while, they grew in number
to about 30.

Rana called the police,
seeking help. A little later, six
policemen came. The young
men armed with sticks took
up positions at the entrance
to their neighbourhood.

True to their apprehen-
sion, the attackers returned
around 11:30pm. It was a
huge crowd of 400 to 500
people. It was even more
militant. And none of them
were from the locality. Some
distinctly looked like
Rohingyas as they had
tucked their shirts inside
their lungis. Some spoke in
Rakhine dialect.

The young men told them
to go back and blocked their
way. But the mob was hurl-
ing abusesatthem.

“If you are Muslims then
you should join us,” some
from the mob shouted. They
were trying to push through
the rickety human barricade.

ACC to sue
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"On receiving the enquiry
report, we gave our consent
to filing the cases,
Shahabuddin said.

Since its formation on
July 16, the probe committee
interrogated 52 Sonali Bank
officials and seven of Hall-
Mark.

The ACC investigation
found that Tanvir had swin-
dled the money out through
five categories of bank trans-
actions against fake docu-
ments during the tenure
(between 2008 and May this
year) of the then manager of
the bank's Rupashi Bangla
Hotel branch
Rahman.

JS BODY FOUND

IRREGULARITIES
Meanwhile, a parliamentary
sub-committee probing the
scam said it had found irreg-
ularities in the way the com-
pany took out loans of Tk

2,686 crore from the bank.
"It is clear to us that the

Hall-Mark Group took the
huge amount of loan
through unfair means. Its
managing director also
admitted to the irregulari-
ties," Tajul Islam, chief of the
sub-committee, told report-
ers after grilling the com-
pany's MD at a meeting at
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.
He said the committee

Azizur

members had asked Hall-
Mark MD Tanvir about how
he had secured the loans and
about otherirregularities.

The three-member probe
body formed recently by the
parliamentary standing
committee on the finance
ministry has already asked
the board of directors of
Sonali Bank to appear before
it today.

Tajul, however, did not
answer when asked whether
the committee would also
summon Syed Modasser Ali,
health adviser to the prime
minister, who had been
allegedly involved in grant-
ing the loan to the Hall-Mark
Group.

He said they would quiz
the individuals, who were
important, to ensure a fair
probe.

Accompanied by Hall-
Mark General Manager
Tusher Ahmed, Tanvir, who
established the company by
the loans, appeared before

the sub-committee.
The committee members

severely blasted him at the
meeting.

They directed him to
submit all documents of
loan sanctions and com-
pany assets by next
Thursday, Tajul said.

Emerging from the meet-
ing, Tanvir told reporters, "I

could not reply to their
Imembers of the sub-
committee] queries.
However, I will submit the
necessary documents in a
couple of days.”

According to sources at
the meeting, Tanvir told the
sub-committee that
would clear all bank loans if
he was allowed to run his
business. He claimed that he
had not laundered the
money.

He said he had taken out
the loans against two pro-
jects. Of those, Tk 458 crore
had already been paid back
and now the company's
liabilities to the bank stood
at Tk 2,202 crore, he said at

he

the meeting.
The sub-committee
members, however, found

anomalies in his claim over
the loans and current com-
pany assets, a meeting
source said.

The Hall-Mark Group
yesterday submitted some
documents of its land to the
probe body, claiming that
the price of each decimal of
its land in Hemayetpur of
Savaris Tk 40lakh.

Talking to reporters, Tajul
Islam, also a ruling Awami
League ME said they would
soon complete the probe
and disclose all the findings.

Somebody started throw-
ing stones at Rana and his
friends. Osman was hitin the
head and was bleeding.
Somebody hit Mosharraf in
his arm with a stick.

Then the barricade fell
away. The mob rushed in like
a tsunami.
Buddhists were being bat-
tered. Somebody scaled the
wall of a monastery and
opened the gate from inside.
The mob sweptin.

Rana and his friends ran
after them.

“This is not a Barua
[Bangalee Buddhist] temple.
This is a Rakhine temple,”
Rana shouted, thinking this
piece of information might
dissuade the attackers.

But it did not. Someone set
fire to a structure. Rana and
his friends used their sticks to
beat out the flame. Then he
thought of another trick.

The young vigilantes
started shouting, “Don't
torch it! Don't! The Muslims'
bazaar is just beside it. If you
torch it, the whole market
would be gutted. Muslims'

houses will be gutted too!”

This had an immediate
effect. The attackers were
puzzled. They did not
attempt to torch the temple
again. But they vandalised
the monastery.

They smashed the statues
and wentaway.

Rana and his friends stood
stupefied on the ground in

front of the monastery of

Cheranghata. They felt
drained of all feelings and
strength. They had tried and

The homes of

failed. Still they had tried.

A few kilometres away
stood the oldest monastery
of the country, Raung Kut
Bihar, built some 2,700 years
ago by the emperor Ashoka.
[t is a grand monastery.
Inside the complex sits a
beautiful modern structure
that houses orphans.

On that fateful night, local
headman Kamaluddin and a
local leader Shehab were
woken up by a phone call. The
caller said Buddhist temples in
Ramuwerebeingtorched.

They rushed out of their
homes and saw the flames
leapingin the distant.

The children! They must
be saved! The thought
passed through their minds.
The monastery, a rare monu-
ment of history and culture,
must be saved.

They rushed to the mon-
astery and found the monks
in stark fear. They had
already shifted the children
to a small house some dis-
tance away. But it was too
crammed a place to accom-
modate 75 kids.

My villagers might come
out and attack, Kamal
thought. He and Shehab ran
back and formed a small
group. They stood guard at the
entrance to their village and
ordered all to stay indoors.

They spent the whole night
there until the army came.

They heaved asigh ofrelief
and, their eyes red shot, went
back to sleep. They were
happy. Their heritage had
been saved. Their prestige
had been saved.
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