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Bangladesh

Massage

Bangladesh, like the world at large, is undergoing a rapid rural-urban
transition.Since 2007, a majority of the world's population have been urban
dwellers and this process is irreversible. Everyday thousands of rural people,
many of them poor and vulnerable, make the arduous journey to seek a new life
in towns and cities. Their personal motivations vary, but at heart, is the desire to
secure a better life for themselves and their families--be it through new hvelihoods
or the prospect of decent health and education. The urbanization process is also
central to the fundamental structural challenges which must be overcome, if
countries like Bangladesh are to transit from developing to developed-country
status. Cites are the source of opportunities and of accelerated economic growth
and also sit at the centre of social and cultural modernization,

Yet, in spite of the promise of urbanization and its inevitability, this transition
is agonizing for individuals and families and deeply problematic for communities
and nations.Mass new arrivals in cities place huge pressures on housing, water
supply the public services and the wider social fabric. All too often, overcrowding
and difficult living conditions,with serious consequences for health and well-
being, emerge.Successfully negotiating this path requires considerable foresight,
resources and leadership. This, undoubtedly, i1s one of the primary challenges
faced by policymakers in LDCs,

Success, defined by delivery of better living conditions and livelihoods for
all on the basis of sustainable development, is a goal which can and must be
realized. Strategic and well-crafted approaches are needed -- to managing the flow
of migrants to cities, the provision of infrastructures and key pubic services, and
the development of an environment conducive to private sector expansion and job
creation.] do not pretend this will be easy, particularly in acountry like Bangladesh,
where population densities are hlgh and land 1s limited. However, the opportunities
are ﬂqually substantial and the price of failure is too high. | am confident with
imagination and ingenuity -- both hallmarks of the Bengali character--this country

can succeed in this most important task.

Neal Walker
UN Resident Coordinator in Bangladesh




