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The core value of Chinese culutre and its modern significance
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was separated from

western civilization by
oceans, deserts and

mountains, this
resulted in the forma-
tion of the unique cul-
ture from other civiliza-
tions. During the Spring
& Autumn and the War-
ring States periods (770-
221 BC), there was a
great upsurge of intel-
lectual activity, produc-
ing many famous phi-
losophers such as Con-
fucius, Lao Tzu and
Mencius. The thoughts

of these sages served as
the solid base for the

Chinese culture, and till
today they are still

regarded as the inex-
haustible source of the
development of Chi-
nese culture.
Inclusiveness: In the
process of its formation
and development, the
Chinese culture inte-
grated the culture of
different regions of the
country, and absorbed
contents of external
culture. This unique
force of fusion and
assimilation provides
the source for the cohe-
sion of the Chinese cul-
ture. Chinese culture
has always presented a
form of pluralistic inte-
gration. Openness and
inclusiveness have guar-
anteed the vitality of
Chinese culture. In his-
tory, the Chinese have
experienced many cul-
tural exchanges and
integration, the biggest
challenge faced by the
Chinese culture is the

impact of Western civili-
zation, but the Chinese
people can always find a
meeting point between
China and the world.
Harmony (Hexie):
Harmonious thought,
an important content of
Chinese traditional
culture, embodies the
relations of people and
nature, people and peo-
ple, people and society.
It has been cultivated in
the long farm-cultivated
society. The word Hexie
does not mean that
there are no contradic-
tions, struggles or con-
flicts, does not mean
neutrality and unprinci-
pled compromise. Hexie
means things are coor-
dinated appropriately
and are well-
proportioned, reason-
able and appropriate.
The Chinese culture has
long advocated the
great ideas that “Har-

Chineese Panda

mony is most precious “
“Seeking common
ground while reserving
differences” and “Do
not do onto others what
you would not do onto
yourself.” This also
embodies the foreign
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policy of the Chinese
government today,
which is quite different
from the power politics
of “the law of the jungle”.

These features endow
the Chinese culture
with eternal vitality. In
modern history, China
had suffered greatly

from imperialist and
colonialist invasion.
The unique features of
Chinese culture helped
the Chinese people
withstand the historic
challenges and tests,
and find the right path

Facts and figures of China
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compared with 0.9 at the end of 2002.
Sales of cosmetics, jewelry, sporting
goods, entertainment goods,
tronic publications, audio-visual
products, cultural and office goods,
newspapers and magazines, and chil-
dren's toys all expanded at an annual
rate of over 10 percent during the past

10 years.

Electronic telecommunications
products were also hot sellers in the
period, with every 100 urban house-
holds owning 81.9 computers and

205.3 mobile phones, respectively, at

in2002.
elec-

theend of 2011, up from 20.6 and 62.9

Home appliances sold in rural areas
under the government's subsidy pro-
grams since 2009 reached 218 million
units, valued at a total of 505.9 billion
yuan, asoftheendof2011.

To make shopping more conve-

nient for rural residents,
600,000 countryside stores had been
established or renovated across the
nation by the end of2011.

some

Wind turbines: Renewable energy

for the nation's devel-
opment.

Core value of Chi-

nese culture

The value basis of Chi-
nese society was made
up of Confucianism
along with Taoism and
Buddhism. For over
2000 years, thanks to
the value system of the
Chinese culture, China
became one of the cul-
tural and economic
centers of the ancient
world. The core value of
the Chinese culture
includes the following
aspects:

by virtue and moral
example rather than by
punishment or force.
Mencius said, “The peo-
ple are the most impor-
tantelementin a nation;
the spirits of the land
and grain are the next;
the sovereign is the
lightest.” These com-
ments expressed affir-
mation of the value of
people.

2.Keeping promise.
“Keeping to your word,
be resolute in deed” and
“Even four horses can-
not take back what you
have said” are old say-
ings circulated among

nese people are very
willing to be realistic
and pragmatic. There is
a saying: You reap what
you sow, this reflects the
pragmatism of the Chi-
nese people. The Chi-
nese pragmatism does
not depend on mysteri-
ous and fanatical
approaches, but
employs a peaceful and
realistic approach to the
circumstances at hand.
Chinese people are
guided by the spirit of
pragmatic approach in
their considerations in
all fields, including agri-
culture, industry, busi-

time, leaving them-
selves very little time for
leisure. By Chinese tra-
dition, diligence is not
only a spiritual strength
aimed at achievement,
but part of the moral
principle guiding one's
life. The Chinese believe
diligence is in confor-
mity with the course of
human justice and natu-
ral law. In traditional
Chinese society, people
accumulated wealth
little by little, and they
look down on those who
suddenly earn big
money. When the
reform and opening-up

a collective orientation,
as profoundly influ-
enced by thousands of
years of agricultural
civilization and Confu-
cianism. The collective
relationship not only
includes the relation-
ship between an indi-
vidual and the family,
but also between the
individual and the
nation, society and
other people. Confu-
cianism provides a
unique philosophy of
life: the individual is
but a tiny drop in the
ocean and insignifi-
cant. Chinese people
believe that with more
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1.To put people first,
paying attention to the
peoples livelihood.
Humanism is a long-
established human
thought and is one of
the main clues that run
through Chinese culture
and history. Benevo-
lence (Ren in Chinese),
which means to love
others, is the kernel of
Confucianism. Confu-
cius says: “Benevolence
Means to Love Others.”
He advocated a good
government that rules

Chinese people for thou-
sands of years. They all
express the Chinese
character regarding
honesty and trustwor-
thiness. Over thousands
of years of Chinese civi-
lization, Chinese people
not only praised the
traditional virtues of
sincerity and faithful-
ness, but carried them
out in their every effort.
It is also Chinese peo-
ple'swayofdealing with
the world.
3.Pragmatism. Chi-

ness, politics, academ-
ics and inter-personal
relations. They deal with
things carefully and
calmly, prefer common
sense and logic rather
than impulsiveness or
passion. With the spirit
of being devoted to facts
and pragmatic
approach, China cre-
ated a dazzling ancient
culture lasting for over
thousand years during
the feudal society.
4.Diligence. In China,
many people work over-

policy was adopted in
China 30 years ago, the
Chinese government
called on the people to
get rich by working
hard. Although starting
from aweak foundation,
Chinese people have
made remarkable
achievements during
last 3 decades through
their hard work.

5.The collectiveness
is superior to the indi-
vidual. The traditional
value of Chinese culture
is formed on the basis of

people, there will be
more strength, unity
and solidarity can gen-
erate power. Thus, it is
paramount to take the
interest of the group, or
the collective into
account, and the indi-
vidual must follow the
will of the collective.
6.Loving peace. Agri-
cultural civilization and
self-sufficiency as well as
the gentle and restrained
character of the Chinese
people have determined
that China's foreign policy
CONTINUED ON PAGE 23



