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The embankment of Sonaichhari union at Sitakunda upazila of Chittagong being
eroded away by the Bay of Bengal. Locals and forest officials blame felling of trees
for establishing ship breaking yards as the reason behind the erosion. The photo
was taken recently.
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Deforestation causes embankment

PRANABESH CHAKRABORTY, Cig

Rampant deforestation on the coastal
green belt at Sonaichhari union of
Chittagong's Sitakunda upazila for
establishing ship breaking yards is caus-
ing the breakdown of the union's
embankment.

Subsequently seawater from the
Bay of Bengal is inundating the
adjoining villages at every high tide,
causing immense suffering to the

residents.
Nityananda Jaladas, resident of one

of the villages, Ghoramara, said the
whole coastal area was a big govern-

ment forest just three to four years ago.
“With the trees available, the

embankment had not collapsed. But
nowadays, since there is no tree, the
embankment is breaking down every-
day,” he said, adding, “During high tide,
seawater floods our houses, damaging
our belongings.”

Bangladesh Forest Department
started afforestation of mangrove spe-
cies in Sonaichharifrom 1976 to develop
acoastal green belt. From 1989 onwards,
the department planted Kewra trees on

erosion in Sitakunda

125 acres of coastal land, said sources.
But after 2007, Chittagong District

Administration and the assistant com-
missioner (land) leased out land,
assigned for the coastal green belt, for
the establishment of ship breaking

yards.
Since then, rampant tree felling went

oninthearea.
On July 3, 2009, some 15,000 man-

grove trees were felled under the
instruction of some influential quarters
who wanted to set up at least four ship
yards. On November 29 that year,
another 5,000 trees were chopped

down, said locals.
On a visit to Ghoramara, this corre-

spondent found the embankment in a
dilapidated condition, with its bricks,
boulders and stones coming loose and
scattered around. Only 10 Kewra trees
were seen standing and the locals feared

those could be felled anytime.
Two tin-shed houses were also found

with two signboards. One read “Site for
Nowshin Steel” and the other “MSS Steel
Recycling”. This correspondent could
not trace any industry in Chittagong by
the names.

Another resident, Khorshed, also
stated that the embankment's destruc-
tion was being brought about by the
destruction ofthe area's forest.

He urged the government to con-
struct a durable embankment to save
agricultural lands and houses of the area

from high tide.
The benefit of coastal afforestation

is that the tree roots help hold the soil
together, which in turn keeps coastal
embankments firm, said Divisional
Forest Officer Sunil Kumar Kundu of

Coastal Forest Division, Chittagong.
The plundering of the coastal forest

and land grabbing, asin a domino effect,
is leading to the gradual breakdown of

the embankment, he added.
Echoing Sunil, Water Development

Board Executive Engineer Swapan
Kumar Barua said ship breaking yard
owners, at different times, were felling
trees intensively in the area.

“Saving the embankment, farmlands
and coastal people's lives from seawater
requires a restriction on ship breaking
activities. Coastal afforestation should
be immediately started again in the
area,” he added.

PRE-QUALIFICATION OF CONSULTANT

One of the leading and well established Multinational companies in Bangladesh is looking

for pre-qualified consultants for a period of 3 (three) years in their following areas:

Civil Works: Structural (PEB & Concrete & Architectural Designing, Landscaping, Water &

Flood Control).

Mechanical Works: HVAC, Fire Hydrant & Sprinkler, Utility & Services Network.

Electronic Work: HT & LT Line, Fire Alarm System, Security Control System.

Applications are invited from any established local consulting firms(s)

association/joint venture with national or international consulting firms. These pre-qualified

consultants will be asked to design new projects across different sites of the company.

Candidates interested in entering the panel should submit the following pre-qualification

information/documents along with their application:

1. Full name & address of the registration office with telephone, fax, and email address of
the firm.

2. Valid registration in the relevant fields with IEB or Rajuk and other relevant national or
international institutes of engineering bodies.

3. List of permanent professional staff for Architectural, Design Engineering (in all
disciplines) along with CVs of the relevant core staff (Project-wise experience with time
duration of each project).

4, The list of equipment and resources of the local & associated foreign firm.

5. Notarized affidavit certifying that the firm is not blacklisted or involved in litigation with
any company/entity, govt. or semi-govt. authority.

6. Reference certificates for Project completion in last 5 years.

7. Updated TIN & VAT certificate and trade license.

8. Memorandum & Articles of Association and Certification of Incorporation (if a
company).

9. Partnership Deed (if a partnership).

10. Bankers certificates regarding financial soundness of the firm and last 2 years audited
accounts/financial statements.

11. Schedule of payments/fees (Professional fees are negotiable).

Interested candidates are invited to send application to the following address in a sealed

envelope titled "PRE-QUALIFICATION OF CONSULTANT- Civil/Mechanical/Electrical"

within 7 (seven) working days of publication of this notification:

Box No. A-24, C/o The Daily Star, 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215. Only

short-listed candidates will be communicated.
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Journo Fazley
Rashid passes

away

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Eminent journalist Fazley
Rashid died at a hospital in
New York on Friday. He
was 74.

Rashid, also the former
president of National Press
Club, was undergoing treat-
ment for kidney disease and

diabetes.
He left behind his wife, a

daughter, a son and a host of
relatives to mourn his death,
said a press release of the
National Press Club yester-
day.

He was elected president
of National Press Club for
two times and general sec-
retary for three times. He
was also president of
Bangladesh Sports
Journalists' Association for
two terms.

Fazley Rashid started his
journalism career in 1963
with the Pakistan Observer.
Later, he worked in differ-
ent important positions at
the New Nation, the
Morning News, the
Bangladesh Observer, the
Morning Sun and the
weekly Holiday.

House No. 34/A, Road No. 10/A (new), Dhanmondi R/A., Dhaka - 1209
Tel: 9113205, 9113332, 9131352, 9131087, 8144618-20,9125195-96
Cell: 01730 703819, 01714 037890, 01711 631293, 01730 703818, 01714 037892, 01714 0 1
E- mail: marketing@uddl.com.bd Visit: www.uddl.com.bd

Grow and maintain deposit balance of Tk 10 lacs in your

savings account and win Cash Back Bonus amounting to Tk 20,000

" grameenphone

Gift Voucher amounting to Tk 5,000

Perform 6 transactions availing MTB Internet Banking and win a

Dhaka : 01755637231, 01755637233
01755637232, 8831127

email : info@btibd.org

Chittagong : 01755637230, 2856104
email ; info_ctg@btibd.org

UDDL

litetime luxury

e

Make a purchase of Tk 30,000 with your MTB Credit card and win

VOICE NEWS SERVICE

Dhaka — Bangkok- Dhaka Air Ticket

Avail MTB Debit Card against your accounts and enjoy

- A s 40% Waiver on annual fees
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or Visit any MTB Branch

for the latest news

highlights in English Terms & Conditions:

www.mutualtrustbank.com

« Campaign period (September 10, 2012 - November 30, 2012)

For Details, Please Call 16219, E-mail : infomutualtrustbank.com

« Conditions apply

My bank understands
my happiness,
does Yours?
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DHANMONDI

Urban Southern Heights
Urban Nestle Wood

1295-2935 sft.
1825-2265 sft.

Urban Paragon 1830 sft.
Urban Galaxy 1960-3965 sft.
Urban Panthaneer 1700-2200 sft,
Urban Leaf 1810 sft.
Urban Shomoyeta 2075 sft.
GULSHAN
Urban Evergreen 2595 sft.
Urban Ocean 2000-2225 sft.

BANANI

Urban Auporajeyo
Urban Bonanza

2250 sft.
2380 sft.

LALMATIA

Urban Hut

1920 sft.

GREEN ROAD

Urban Diganta

1625-1655 sfi.

Urban Marilia

760-1300 sft.



