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| Tibetans spiritual
head The Dalai Lama
greets Buddhist
devotees as he
leaves The Namgyal
Monastry in
Dharamshala yester-
day, after taking part
in a prayer meeting.
The prayer meeting
was held to discuss
the critical issues of
recent self immola-
tions by Tibetans in
Tibet, and about
taking up the Tibet
Issue with new
Chinese leadership.
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Pakistan floods kill 371, aftect 4.47m

ﬂFP Islamabad

country have been forced to seek shel-

Monsoon floods in Pakistan have killed
371 people and affected nearly 4.5
the government's disaster

million,
reliefagency said yesterday.

Pakistan has suffered devastating
floods in the past two years, including
the worst in its history in 2010, when
catastrophic inundations across the
country killed almost 1,800 people and

affected 21 million.

As in 2010 and 2011, most of those
hit by the latest floods are in Sindh
province, where the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA) said
2.8 million were affected, with nearly
890,000 in Punjab and 700,000 in

Baluchistan.

Nearly 290,000 people around the

foreign assistance.

are under five.

ter in relief camps, NDMA said in fig-
ures published onits website.

The floods began in early
September, with nearly 80 killed in
flash floods, mostly in the northwest
and Pakistan-administered Kashmir.

An NDMA spokesman said the
government was not yet appealing for

More than a million acres (400,000
hectares) of crops have been destroyed by
the floods across the country, NDMA said,
and nearly 8,000 cattle have beenkilled.

UN children's agency UNICEFE
quoting a separate flood assessment,
said at least 2.8 million people had
been affected, including 1.4 million
children, of whom more than 390,000

UNICEF said it was providing
183,000 people a day with drinking
water but warned it urgently needed
more funds.

The UN agency voiced particular
concern about children forced from
their homes, saying loss of access to safe
water supplies left them vulnerable to
diseases such as diarrhoea,

malaria,

measles, polio and pneumonia.

Punjab.

"UNICEF urgently needs $15.4 million
to scale up its water, sanitation and
hygiene response to reach around 400,000
people over the next three to sixmonths."

UNICEF said that according to its
assessment,
affected by the floods were concen-
trated in just five districts, two each in
Sindh and Baluchistan

more than half of those

and one in

Nato-Afghan
patrols back to
normal: US

AFP, Washington

Nato-led troops have resumed
most joint operations with
Afghan forces after command-
ers restricted patrols with their
allies in Afghanistan due to a
spike in insider attacks, US
Defence Secretary Leon

PanettasaidonThursday.
Last week, the

International Security
Assistance Force announced
a scaling back of joint opera-
tions with its Afghan part-
ners following a dramatic
rise in so-called "green-on-
blue" assaults, in which
Afghan soldiers turn their
weapons on their Western
allies.

"Tcan now report to you that
most ISAF units have returned
to their normal partnered
options at all levels," Panetta

told anewsconference.
But the Pentagon chief,

who was joined by top US
military officer General
Martin Dempsey, could not
provide details as to what
percentage of joint opera-
tions had resumed.
Dempsey, chairman of
the US Joint Chiefs of Staff,
said he conferred with coali-
tion commanders this week
in an unannounced visit to
Afghanistan and that joint
operations had been
restored for the most part.

NEXT GENERATION DRONES

US eyes self-guided planes
to maintain supremacy

"So the role moves from being sort of the

AFP, Washington

The US military's current fleet of drones will
new wave of robots
that will be faster, stealthier and smarter --
operating virtually without human interven-

soon be overtaken by a

tion, experts said.

The Pentagon is investing heavily in "au-
for robotic weapons,
researchers anticipating squadrons of
drones in the air, land or sea that would work
in tandem with manned machines -- often
with aminimum of supervision.

"Before they were blind, deaf and dumb.

tonomy"

Now we're
beginning to
make them to
see, hear and
sense,” Mark
Mavybury,
chief scien-
tist for the US
Air Force,
told AFP.
Unmanne
d aircraft are
Nnow overseen
by "pilots" on

the ground but as the drones become more
sophisticated, the role of remote operators

will be more hands-off.

Instead of being "in theloop," humans will be
said Maybury, explaining that
operators will be able to "dial in" when needed
to give adronedirection foraspecific task.

"We're moving into more and more auton-
omous systems. That's an evolutionary arc,”
said Peter Singer, an expert on robotic weap-
onsand author of "Wired forWar."

"on the loop,"

with

operator from afar, to more like the supervi-
sor or manager, and a manager giving more
and more of a leash, more and more inde-
pendence,” he said.

Despite the dramatic advances in tech-
nology, the American military insists
humans will remain in control when it
comes to using lethal force.

But the next generation of increasingly
capable drones will stretch man's capacity
to control robots in battle, generating
unprecedented moral and legal guandaries.

"These (technological) responses that are

wingmen"

driven by
science,
politics and
battlefield
necessity get
you into
areas where
the lawyers
just aren't
ready for it
yet," Singer
told AFP.
Over the

next decade, changes in computing power
will enable teams of hi-tech drones to oper-
ate virtually on their own, or as "robotic
to piloted aircraft, said Werner
Dahm, the Air Force's former top scientist.

At a testing range in the Arizona desert,
Apache helicopters are flying together with
unmanned choppers in experiments the
Pentagon believes will serve as an eventual
model for future warfare.

Alleged filmmaker detained

FROM PAGE 20
has been hiding since pro-

tests erupted over his film, be
detained without bond,
saying he was a flight risk and
adanger to the community.

"The court has a lack of
trust in this defendant,” she
said.

Concerns have been
raised for Nakoula's safety
due to the widespread anger
his alleged video has pro-

voked among Muslims, and
his hastily-arranged court
appearance was held under
tight security in downtown
LA.

The hearing was closed to
the public, but journalists
and anyone else interested
was allowed to follow pro-
ceedings via
videoconference from a
separate building.

Nakoula -- allegedly the

real identity behind the
pseudonym Sam Bacile, listed
as the director of "Innocence
of Muslims" -- was briefly
taken into custody earlier this
month for questioning by his
probation officer.

He was traced to a home
address in Cerritos, south of
Los Angeles, after interna-
tional protests erupted
against the 14-minute trailer
video posted online.

The film sparked a wave
of anti-American protests
that have cost several lives
and saw mobs set US mis-
sions, schools and busi-
nessesablaze.

In February 2009, a fed-
eral indictment accused
Nakoula and others of fraud-
ulently obtaining the identi-
ties and Social Security
numbers of customers at
several Wells Fargo branches

Buddha statue
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in Germany.

Analysis has shown the
statue is made from an
incredibly rare form of
nickel-rich iron present in

falling stars.
The 1,000-year-old carv-

ing, which is 24cm high and
weighs 10kg, depicts the god
Vaisravana, the Buddhist
King of the North, and is
known as the Iron Man
statue.

It was stolen before the
second world war during a
pillage of Tibet by Hitler's SS,
who were searching for the
origins of the Aryanrace.

It eventually made its way
to a private collection and
was hidden away until it was
auctioned in 2007.

The new owner
approached Dr Elmar
Buchner of University of
Stuttgart to unlock the
secrets of the unusual carv-

ing's past.

Buchner's team of
researchers from Germany
and Austria dated it to a
specific event in astronomy
history when the Chinga
meteorite fell in the border
region of eastern Siberia and
Mongolia between 10,000
and 20,000 years ago.

Tests proved the icon was
made of a rare ataxite class,
the rarest meteorite type
found on Earth.
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Gold prospectors discov-
ered debris from the Chinga
crash in 1913, but the frag-
ment from which the statue
was carved was collected
centuries before.

Meteorites have long been
heralded as acts of God
across many cultures, and
early knives and jewellery
were often carved from the
remnants of space rocks. But
tracing their exact origins has
proved difficult for scientists.

"We were quite aston-
ished by the results,”
Buchner told the online
journal Meteoritics and
Planetary Science.

"If we are right that it was
made in the Bon culture in
the 11th century, it is abso-
lutely priceless and abso-
lutely unigue worldwide,"
Buchner said.

"It is extremely impressive,
it was formerly almost com-
pletely gilded -- there is a great
mystery represented byit."

in California and withdraw-
ing $860 from them.

Nakoula's court appear-
ance came a day after an
actress involved in the video,
Cindy Lee Garcia, filed a
second lawsuit seeking to
force YouTube and Google to
pull the video trailer.

Garcia filed legal action in
Los Angeles Superior Court
last week, but a judge
rejected it -- and on
Wednesday, she filed a new

suit alleging breach of copy-
right in federal court in
Santa Clarita, California.
The actress says she had
believed to have signed up
for a film called "Desert
Warrior" set 2,000 years ago,
and only realized her lines
had been over-dubbed
when the row with Muslim
protests erupted this month.
In her initial lawsuit,
Garcia alleged she has suf-
fered severe emotional

distress, financial setbacks
and the "destruction of her
career and reputation.”

But Los Angeles Superior
Court Judge Luis Lavin
denied her request for a
restraining order to prevent
YouTube, a subsidiary of
Google, from continuing to
show the film clips.

The English version of the
trailer, which has been with-
drawn from YouTube in a
number of countries,

includes blatantly
overdubbed parts of dia-
logue, and Mohammed's
name seems to have been
added in post-production.

Garcia said she only saw
four pages of script for the
two days she spent on set,
and had no idea about the
movie's religious content.
"No one spoke of the Muslim
faith, no one spoke of
Mohammed. Nor would I do
that," she said.

MKA blasts Fakhruddin
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ceremony of his book titled
“Jel Theke Lekha Bangladesh”
(the Bangla version of his
book “Notes From a Prison
Bangladesh”) at Diploma
Engineers Institute of
Bangladesh in Dhaka.

During the tenure of the
last caretaker government,
the Anti-Corruption
Commission had filed sev-
eral cases against him in
connection with corruption.
The book is about his stay in
jail from February 2, 2007 to
October 20, 2008.

Alamgir, also a presidium
member of the ruling Awami
League, said, “Our allegation
is that, he [lajuddin] violated
his oath taken before assum-
ing the president's office. You
[people] are witnesses.”

“Violation of oath is an
offence as per the penal code of
the countryandI think he should
tobe prosecuted,” headded.

“The last investigation
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revealed that Fakhruddinis a
foreign citizen,” said the
minister.

Alamgir said former army
chief Gen Moeen U Ahmed
had “violated” military law
during the last caretaker
government regime.

Claiming that Gen Moeen
was trying to take money from
the country by selling his
belongings, Alamgir said the
sovernment already took steps
sothathecannotdothat.

Terming Iajuddin,
Fakhruddin and Moeen as
“three miscreants”, he
claimed that the then care-
taker government tortured
him and filed “false case"
against him as he refused to
lie about Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina in statements.

He also came down
heavily on Mainul Hosein,
former law adviser to the last
caretaker government.

Agriculture Minister

Matia Chowdhury said had
there been no hindrance to
the democratic process, the
country would have been far
more developed now.

President of Bangladesh
Economic Association (BEA)
Abul Barkat, Alamgir's sister
Nilufer Begum, Md Monirul
Hoque of Ananya, the pub-
lishing company, spoke and
Deputy Leader of Parliament
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury
chaired the event.

Ref. No. 4053/Notice/51/E-4

Office of CMES (Air)

Kurmitola, Dhaka Cantt

Invitation for Re-Tender

Dated: 24 September 2012

from

Selling of tender will be commenced

1. Ministry/Division Ministry of Defence.

2. | Agency Military Engineer Services.
3. | Procuring entity name CMES (Air), Kurmitola.

4. Procuring entity district Dhaka.

5. | Invitation for tender As per Ser. No. 16.

6. | Procurement method OTM.

7. | Budget and source of funds GOB.

8. | Tender publication date 30 September 2012.

9.

02 October 2012 (during office hours only).

10. | Selling of tender will be closed on

08 October 2012 (during office hours only).

11. | Last date and time for submission of | 10 October 2012 1200 hours
tender
12. | Date and time for opening of tender 10 October 2012 1230 hours

Selling,
tender documents

13. | Name & address of the office
receiving and opening of

CMES (Air), Kurmitola, Dhaka Cantt., Dhaka.

14. | Eligibility of tenderer

DGFI.

MES enlisted ‘D' & ‘E’ class contractors and non-
enlisted confractors whose security are cleared by

15. | Brief description of goods or works

As per Sl. No. 15(a).

domestic Gas supply
remaining
storied with 5-storied

Internal/External

fitting's/fixtures for construction of
works  for
construction 1x8 ‘C' type Qtr 5-

(Ground Floor Garage) including
services at BAF
Base Basher, Kurmitola (2" Phase)

16. | Name of works & locations Tender security Price of Completion
amount in the form tender time (month)
of Bank Draft/Pay- document
Order in favour of (non-

CMES (Air) KTL refundable)
(Tk) (Tk)
a. Provision of low pressure and 8,000/ 300/- 06

line with
under

foundation

17. | Name of official inviting tender

CMES (Air), KTL.

18. | Designation of official inviting tender | SE

p ) el A aferhes  R@E®  oEeds &n Help  Line:
w3 difare e el gfb 230w #Aead S MIET (341 239 01556308500, P 19. | Address of official inviting tender CMES (Air), Kurmitola, Dhaka Cantt., Dhaka.
30 | AR TAA #T4 MEF 4ITAa b Tamia efeuag Teariv sifFeeies ¢ Tfesm| nee, a7 @G (oRers) 20. | Contact details of official inviting Tel. No. Fax No. E-mail No.
e ADEs, TEFEd gEam Aees, VAT @EEng«« ¢ gEemem GT wamm awnea g3t arereiaT fefvrree tender 8752024 8754298 cmes
VA ST SaTe ST Fare T4 | PESrE Sradge S el GrRiE eraey oA | (@ SEd g _ . . | air@yahoo.com
Wi arferars waew aifes Saiq Foe! HEHE FEoF T 90 | -5, AT 21. | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any tender or all tenders without
¥ - assigning any reason.
(F, G, FIAFE G, FIZHF b FAEOT-2052 . gning any
Srawls PIRERIR W@ﬁ‘ﬁﬁm‘lﬁﬂ_ ISPR/AIr2012/52
bl , SR | fEfe-aqu8 Cell: 01714-258165 GD-3771




