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T'IN HOUSING IN DHAKA
Highly risky yet
in high demand

QUAZI ZULQUARNAIN ISLAM

The acrid stench of burnt metal still hangs heavy in the
air on the spot where Mohammad Karim's house once
stood. It ceased to exist last Thursday, reducing Karim
and a thousand others to the role of helpless bystanders
as it razed swiftly to the ground, swallowed whole by

billowing tlames that could well have been helltire.
Indeed, for Karim and many others, the judgment has
been no less harsh.
“llosteverything,” says Karim.
Three little words; stark and brutal, but for Karim the

consequences of losing everything are just too monu-
mental to comprehend. He keeps repeating those three
words almost continually during our brief encounter. It
seems he is playing some kind of convoluted psychiatric
game of repetition to help him come to terms with the
loss of all his worldly possessions.

“l was going to work when I received a call from a
friend saying that there was a fire,” recalls Karim, who
hails from Bogra. The lean young man works tor Rajuk,
employed as a land measurer in the Purbachal project. "I
was in Bishwa Road, when the call came,” said Karim. “By
the time I reached, there was nothing to do. My home was
gone, hesays, hiseyeslowering to hide the welled up tears.

By any standards, home wasn't much. Nothing more
SEE pAGE 6 cOL 2
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One to three storeyed
tin-built structures litter
Begunbari of Tejgaon in
the capital as people
with very limited income
throng the area because
of the cheap rent. Cheap
they may be, but they
are dangerous too.
There have been build-
ing collapses and fire
incidents over the years.
More on page 12.
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Disgraced girl
kills herselt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

She could not take it anymore.
Sonia Akhter, a 17-year-old garment

worker, lived with her parents at a tin-shed
house in the city's Pallabi.

TK 2,686CR LOAN SCAM

Sonali in a sticky stew

Recovery effort stalls as mortgaged land of Hall-Mark
overvalued; company claims it is now totally off business

SAJJADUR RAHMAN

PROTEST AGAINST REFORMS

Indian PM
heckled

AFP, New Delhi

general manager (commercial) after the lender stopped

Three months ago, they rented two

rooms at Tk 5,000 per month.
Since the family moved in, the landlady

had been keeping the electricity shut
every day for about 10 hours from the
morning.

The woman also snapped water supply
to the tenants and asked them to collect
water from a reservoir once a day, citing
high electricity and water bills.

According to the contract, the owner
was supposed to pay the bills.
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The cash-strapped Sonali Bank
I1s not getting back its money

from Hall-Mark Group so soon.
To retrieve the money, the

quickest way for the state bank
is to sell the Hall-Mark assets

mortgaged against the loans.
The controversial business

informed the state-run bank of
its inability to return the money
in a short time, Tushar Ahmed,

Security men muscled away a [
protester who heckled Indian
Premier Manmohan Singh yester-
day as he was about to deliver a
speech defending contentious
reforms aimed at reviving a

flagging economy.
The man, identified by state

media as a Supreme Court lawyer, stripped down to his
undershirt and trousers, stood on a table and shouted for
the prime minister to "roll back™ the liberalisation
measures at an international legal conference.

SEE pAGE 19 cOL 2

of Hall-Mark, told The Daily Star
yesterday.

"We cannot pay back the
loans now as our businesses are
totally off,” he said on the expiry
of Sonali Bank's ultimatum to
refund in 15 days half of the Tk
2,686 crore loans Hall-Mark had
taken on fake documents.

"We want to repay the loans in

long-term instalments,” he said.
Hall-Mark paid back more

than Tk 400 crore to the bank

disbursing new loans to the
company in May this year, said
Tushar, who i1s also a close
relative of the company's
owner, Tanvir Mahmud.
According to Hall-Mark, its
net liabilities to Sonali Bank
now stand at Tk 2,268 crore. Of
which, Tk 1,567 crore is funded
loan meaning that the amount
has been given in cash and the
remaining amountis
sEE pAGE 19 cOL 8

letter on Tuesday

FLIGHT DEBACLE

400 Biman
passengers
stranded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Around 400 passengers of
Biman Bangladesh
Airlines, mostly bound for
Middle-Eastern destina-
tions, were stranded at
Dhaka and Chittagong
until yesterday as the
national carrier's schedule

disorder persists.
The backlog of atfected

Biman flyers might
increase to 2,000 passen-
gers till September 25

according to the numbers
SEE pAGE 19 cOL 5

Australia's Cameron White (L) can only gape in wonder as the explosive West
Indian Chris Gayle lets fly with yet another big hit during the IGC World Twenty20
Group B match at the R Premadasa Stadium in Colombo yesterday. Gayle stormed
the Aussie fort with a 33-ball 54 that included four sixes.

on 23 September, 2012.
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For Latest
Cricket Update
Dial 2002
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ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with BNP leader

Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir that the STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Car plunge
kills 3 kids

Khaleda leaves

for Dinajpur
Public meeting today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia yesterday left the capi-

government has brought the power
sector to the edge of destruction?

™ Yoo I (46.2%)
i — (52.6%)  cityyesterdaymorning.
® No Comments| (1.1%)

ToTAL vOTES: 439

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think the government

Akter, 8, --died on the spot.

At least three children of a family were killed and five
others injured after their microbus plunged into a ditch
near Chittagong-Kaptai road in Ziabazar area of the port

The deceased --Belal Uddin, 10, Asfaq Uddin, 4,
nephews of Mohammad Ali Shah and his niece Humaiz

Ali, accompanied by his 11 family members and

tal for Dinajpur to attend
a rally there this after-

noon.
The main opposition

BNP's local unit is organ-

ising the rally as part of
SEE pAGE 19 cOL 1

Guest of Allah.

M. A. Rashid Shah Shamrat
Secretary General, HAAB

PrAYERTIMING  September 23

Bismillaher Rahmaner Rahim

Our heartiest felicitations to His Royal Highness The King &
the Custodian of Two Holy Mosques and to the Government
& the Brotherly people of The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on the
occasion of 82th National Day of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

For greater interest of the Bangladeshi Pilgrims & Hajj
Agency Owners our goal is to ensure better services to the

Alhaj Jamal Uddin Ahmed
President, HAAB
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