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NUKE PROTEST
Fishermen

block port
in India

AFP, Chennai

Indian fishermen and anti-
nuclear activists yesterday
mounted a sea protest
against an atomic power
plant following violent
demonstrations earlier this
month, police said.

Some 3,000 fishermen and
anti-nuclear activists in 500
fishing boats sought to block
a port in southern Tamil
Nadu state to protest against
the under-construction
power plant, police said.

Witnesses said the boat-
borne protesters shouted
anti-nuclear slogans and
demanded an end to the
loading of uranium at the

Russian-backed project.
Earlier this month, one

fisherman was shot dead by
police ashundreds of protesters
clashed witharmed officers.

PhOTO: AFP

Atlantic Council 2012 Global Citizen Award recepients Quincy Jones, producer and humanitarian; Aung San Suu
Kyi, Myanmar Member of Parliament and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate; Henry Kissinger, former US Secretary of
State and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate pose for a picture yesterday in New York.

Pak-US ties improving

Says Pakistan's foreign minister in US

AFP, Washington

airstrike in November which killed more

Pakistan and the US are repairing ties which

had plunged to an all-time

Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani Khar said
Friday, despite violent anti-American pro-

tests rocking her country.

"The last 18 months were very, very
difficult," Khar said at the start of talks with
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, adding
the nations were doing "better than we could
have expected to do in rebuilding the trust.”

The two women leaders were meeting at
the State Department as violent protests
flared for another day across Pakistan,
targeting American diplomatic missions,
and fueled by anger at an anti-Islam film
which Muslims say insults their faith.

As Pakistani police fought back with
gunshots and tear gas in five major cities, 15
people were killed and more than 200
wounded. With 4 more deaths over night, the

toll yesterday reached to 21.

Anger in Pakistan has spiked since the
killing of al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden
in a secret US commando
Pakistani compound in May 2011, and a US

than 24 Pakistani troops.

The incidents saw relations plunge, as
Islamabad closed border crossings into
Afghanistan to Nato convoys, forcing them to
take a longer, more expensive route to supply
their troops, untilthe blockade waslifted in July.

But Khar insisted that after efforts to
renew the relationship over the past few
months "westand at a time of opportunity.”

"Ata time of opportunity to seize the trust
deficit mantra and start building on the trust
by walking the talk, that achieves the inter-
ests that are clearly common.”

Hillary said their shared top priority was
"pursuing our joint counter-terrorism
objectives to ensure the security of American
and Pakistan citizens alike."

The two nations "both recognized that we
can achieve more when we work togetherona
focused agenda," said Hillary who will meet
with President Asif Ali Zardari next week on

the sidelines of the UN General Assembly.
"At each meeting we are working to

identify the strategic goals we share, and
there are many. And the concrete actions we
can each take to accomplish them."
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ASSANGE EXTRADITION

UK, Sweden
silent over
Ecuador's
proposal

AFP, london

Britain's Foreign Office was
tightlipped yesterday over a
proposal from Ecuador that
WikiLeaks founder Julian
Assange be transferred from
London to Sweden but stay
under Quito's protection.
Sweden's foreign ministry
for its part said Stockholm
had not received any
approach from Quito.
Ecuador's Foreign
Minister Ricardo Patino said
he was weighing such a
transfer as a possible alterna-
tive for Assange to "remain
under our protection while
also satisfying the demands
of the Swedish justice sys-

Highly risky yet in high demand

FrOM pAGE 20
than a hastily walled-up 8

by 6 feet space, populated
only in some rare cases by a
proper bed. Up to six peo-
ple live in each of these
rooms and up to twenty
rooms are littered in each
of the three or four floors
that make up these estab-
lishments. For the sake of
comparison, most single-
occupancy prison cells in
the Western world are
larger than that, but in
Dhaka where land prices
and rent are astronomi-
cally high, these rickety,
dingy, uninhabitable iron-
sheet houses are the sole
abode for the urban poor.
Karim's erstwhile house
is in Begunbari, just a few
kilometres south-west of
the city's posh Gulshan
area. Most of his neigh-
bours work either as driv-
ers, domestic helps or

peons in the numerous
offices and residences just
a stone's throw away. But
Begunbari is just one of
many such instalments
that have mushroomed up
uncontrollably on the out-
skirts of lively commercial
zones. Similar multi-
storeyed iron-sheet house
establishments can be
found in Islambagh and in
Lalbagh on the banks of the
reeking Buriganga.

Even here, rent is some-
times untenable. Karim
pays Tk 2,000 of his Tk
6,900 salary for his “cell”.
There is no formal electric-
ity or running water,
although there is a tenuous
supply of both, pilfered
from nearby lines by
unscrupulous owners.
Natural light is a dream in
the pitch-black rooms and
the only way to differenti-
ate mornings from nights

are the regular screaming
matches that break out like
clockwork every morning
about the use of water or
bathrooms.

To say these establish-
ments are a hazard would be
criminally understating.
Indeed, it is a wonder that
such fatalistic accidents do
not break out more often
given the complete disregard
forany semblance of safety.

Amateurishly pinned
together nails and rickety
bamboos serve as founda-
tions for unsustainable
vertical growth. Rotting,
makeshift ladders serve as
staircases as little children run
amok. “The owners don't
care,” says Karim. “There is
such high demand that if I
leave, he will find someone to
replace me in a matter of
hours.”

Indeed, it seems that for
the owners, it is very much

a matter of just rebuilding
and waiting for the influx.
In the last two years alone,
there have been four to five
incidents of fire in these
establishments. In each
case, the narrative has
been exactly the same a
hue and cry, followed by a
process of rebuilding and
moving forward as if noth-
ing had happened.

On September 23, 2010, a
special feature by The Daily
Star, titled “House of Horror”
outlined the life inside one
such structure. It spoke of
how 350 people inhabited a
dangerous three-storey
structure, paying rent of Tk
1,200 per room.

Exactly two years on, the
only things that have
changed are the amplified
prices of the rooms (Tk
2,000 in 2012 from Tk 1,200
in 2010) and the greater
number (500 people in

Science education on the wane

FrOM pAGE 1
while that of commerce

students has risen signifi-
cantly, falling for the lure of
lucrative jobs.

His findings are based on
two research works carried
out on 440 secondary
schools of 23 districts two
years ago.

Bangladesh Freedom
Foundation, a private think
tank, and The Daily Star
jointly organised the
roundtable on the decline in
science education at sec-
ondary level at The Daily
Star Centre in the city.

Of the total SSC
examinees in 1988, 41 per-
cent was science students,
but the figure dropped to 22
percent in 2010. At the
secondary level, science
students have decreased by
31 percent over the last eight
years, according to educa-

tion ministry data.

Citing the statistics of an
education officer's data,
Munir said that out of 52
secondary schools in
Kumarkhali upazila of
Kushtia, as many as 32 do not
have a single science student.

On an average, only 18
percent of 148 SSC level
students at each school
study science, said the
specialist, which should
have been more than 50
percent.

In 1987, the Ershad gov-
ernment had made religious
study compulsory for all
students and higher mathe-
matics an optional subject
for science students, which
was earlier compulsory for
them. As a result, science
graduates became math
teachers without studying
higher mathematics.

Referring to a survey,

Munir said 3,600 out of 4,500
math teachers studied only
general mathematics at the
Secondary School
Certificate (S5C) level.

The government in 1985
had allocated Tk 33 lakh for
hosting science fairs all over
the country, but about three
decades later the amount
allocated is now 28 lakh.

More than 94 percent
schools surveyed never
organised a science fair,
while there has been no such
fair in all the schools in
Chittagong and Sylhet.

The survey revealed that
nearly half of the teachers
influence students saying it
is hard as well as costly to
pass from the science group.

Prof AR Khan, a retired
teacher of Dhaka University,
said science education

should be made popular
through the revival of exhibi-

tion, science week and
Olympiad with government
support.

It is difficult to find com-
petent science teachers, he
mentioned, as teachers as a
whole do not have financial
and social recognition.,

He observed that poverty
alleviation and overall social
change are not practicable
without the knowledge of
science and technology and
therefore it is vital to pro-
mote science education
from as early as schoollevel.

Dr SM Mahbub-ul-
Haque Majumder of
Daffodil International
University blamed poor
salary structure and lack of
social recognition of the
teachers, among other
things, for the decline in
science education.

Kanika Chakraborty, who
works for Muslim Aid of the
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Digital World 2012 Secretariat

Ministry of Information and Communication Technology
BCC Bhaban, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207

Phone: 8144046, Fax: +880-2-9124626, E-mail: ed@bcc.net.bd, Website: www.bcc.net.bd

No- 56.105.007.00.00.1918.2012-2014

Date: 20-09-2012

Expression of Interest (EOI) for Firm(s)

The Government of Bangladesh intends to organize Digital World 2012 (DW2012),
an International event including conferences, seminar, showcasing of product and
services, B2B sessions etc, during December 6-8, 2012 in Dhaka. The government has
allocated fund for organizing the event. Digital World 2012 Secretariat established in
Bangladesh Computer Council (BCC), intends to hire qualified firm(s) (national) to
manage the DW2012 Conference for the following activities :

a. International PR and media buying: International electronic and print media
relation, International advertisement, News coverage etc.

Research and development : Qualitative, quantitative and cosmic survey, study

and reporting etc.

BCC invites Expression of Interest (Eol) for the above mentioned areas from
qualified and experienced firms (National) for Quality & Cost Based (QCBS)
assignment under lump sum amount contract. The terms of reference (ToR) is
available on website: http://www.bcc.net.bd.

Eol should be submitted not later than 2nd October 2012 by

12:30 pm. at DW2012

Secretariat, BCC Bhaban, Agargaon, Dhaka 1207. Only shortlisted firms will be

(Mohammad Enamul Kabir)
Secretary, BCC

contacted.

UK, said as a parent she is
caught in a real dilemma
about whether to send her
son to study science as it is
expensive and difficult to
find competentteachers.

Citing Indian examples,
Vice-chancellor of University
of Asia Pacific Prof Jamilur
Reza Choudhury said study
of science should be
rewarded financially and
socially to stop the decline in
science education.

Mahfuz Anam, editor and
publisher of The Daily Star,
said a society without strong
scientific basis is unimagin-
able in today's world order
and a nation cannot survive
without the knowledge of
science and technology.

Climate change chal-
lenges are in a way a great
opportunity to advance
science education in the
country, as solutions to its
adverse impacts lie in sci-
ence and technology, he
mentioned.

He announced that The
Daily Star was ready to
recognise the best science
teacher and the best science
writer nationally every year
if eminent persons in the
field of science education
take the lead.

Leading businessman
Syed Manzur Elahi said
science educationshould be
the number one priority.

Prof Narayan Chandra
Paul, member of National
Curriculum and Textbook
Board, and M Saidur
Rahman, director general of
National Museum of Science
and Technology, spoke,
among others.

Speakers at the discussion
made some recommenda-
tions to arrest the decline in
science studies. The recom-
mendations include forming
a national taskforce to
address the decline, financial
incentive for students and
teachers, higher salary for
teachers, setting up a science
laboratory at every school,
dedicating one-third of the
TV channels' airtime to
education, use of intermet
and other communication
tools to disseminate science
education, publishing sci-
ence pages in newspapers
with interactive content,
motivation of teachers,
parents and students
through the mass media,
training to the existing
teachers and demonstrators

2012 from 350 in 2010) of
people who live in these
horror houses. Such struc-
tures are illegal but there is
little or no noise from the
authorities who turn a
blind eye while shady land-
owners rake in the profits
from the hapless.

But somehow, even
inside these horror houses,
people like Karim had
found happiness. “I had
everything,” he says, and
now he is weeping openly. "1
had some clothes, plates
and a nice coloured mobile
set. [ had all I needed. I was
happy.”

To Karim's left are the
glistening, building blocks
of the new Hatirjheel pro-
ject. Beyvond his right
shoulder, you can make out
the fancy, high-rise build-
ings of Dhaka's plushest
zip code. But all Karim has
are the clothes he is now
wearing, and the vivid and
painful memory of a dark,
coal pit where his home

TALIBAN PROPAGANDA TOOL

Afghans ban Pak
newspapers

BBC ONLINE

Afghanistan yesterday moved to block the entry of all news-
papers from Pakistan, saying they serve Taliban militants.

In its order, the interior ministry said the newspapers
"are a propaganda resource of the Taliban spokesmen” and
has ordered police forces in east Afghanistan to confiscate
all copies.

The latest move comes amid increasing tension between
the two countries. Afghanistan has urged Pakistan to imme-
diately stop shelling in the border province of Kunar.

The Afghan interior ministry order focuses specifically on
blocking entry of the papers at Torkham, a busy border
crossing.

[t authorises police to impound Pakistani newspapers in the
three eastern provinces of Nangarhar, Kunarand Nuristan.

Correspondents say that cross-border violence has
become a highly sensitive issue in Afghanistan, where many
are wary of Pakistan's historic ties to the Taliban.

The UN says around 4,000 people have been displaced
due to cross-border shelling.

[slamabad says that the violence is being carried out by
Pakistani Taliban fighters sheltering in Afghanistan, who have
infiltrated the border to resume attacks on its security forces.

Pakistan says it is only targeting militants who flee from
their territory and try to seek a safe haven in Afghanistan.
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