*ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

WHAT'S ON

Sculpture Exhibition
Sculptor: Ferdausi Priyabhashini
Title: Dialogue of Nature

Venue: Shilpangan Gallery,
Dhanmondi

Date: Sep 21-0ct 2
Time: 12pm-3pm

Theatre Festival

Title: Ganga-Jamuna Natyatshab
Venue: Experimental Theatre Hall,

Shilpakala Academy
Date: Sept 14-22
Time: fpm

Album Launch & Musical

Soiree

Albums: "Nolshi Kanthar Math-e" &
“Tamar Opar Heel-e®

Yemue: Chhayanaut Auditorium, K-72,
Rd-15/4, (hanmoadi

Date; Sepl 25

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: REM
Artist: Ranjit Das
Venue: Bengal Art Lounge, 60,

Gulshan Avenue, Circle 1
[ate: Sept 7-28

Theatre @

Play: Ebong Bidyasagar P
Troupe: Aranyak Natyadal &
Venue: National Theatre Hall, S
Shilpakala Academy

Date: Sept 24; Time: 7pm

Photography Exhibition
Photographer: Anil Advani
Venue: Radius Centre,
Gulshan-1

Date: 5ep 21-0ct 12

Time: 10am-8pm

Group Drawing Exhibition
Title: Darw: Turning Thoughts |
into Lines
Venue: Athena Gallery, Progoti || |
Shorani, Uttar Badda |\ | A=
Date: Sept 15-0ct 15 3 ==
Time: 10am-7:30pm 7, .

Group Watercolour
Exhibition

Title: Water Rhymes

Venue: Galleri Kaya, H-20, R-16,

Sec-4, Uttara
Date: Sept 15- 25

PHOTO: FACEBOOK

IN MEMORIAM

Lhakrabarty: The most

ALAMGIR KHAN
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The most shocking SMS [ have ever received
in my life was the one sent by “Common
Gender” director Noman Robin on Septem-

ber 17 night. It read:

“Actor Dilip Chakrabarty died this evening at
his home." It is most shocking to me because
Dilip was my friend and certainly not of the age
when death should snatch him away.

Because of my non-communicative
nature, Dilip-da and I did not meet for many
years. Recently, [ took Dilip-da's phone num-
ber from Robin bhai, but it is shametul that |
did not give him a call. | have always felt
proud of him and told many about his acting
prowess. | had been planning for the past
couple of months to give him a call and
request him to give me an interview on his
acting career and thoughts on the cratt. |
never considered doing this for anyone else
but Dilip-da. My dream was that the inter-
view would carry the following words, “Dilip,
the most powerful actor of his generation in

Bangladesh...”

An article published on The Daily Star [on

GANGA-JAMUNA THEATRE FESTIVAL

Shomoy stages Shesh Shanglap

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Theatre troupe Shomoy staged “Shesh
Shanglap” as part of the Ganga-Jamuna

Theatre Festival at the Experimental
Theatre Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, on September 20.

Akteruzzaman has directed the play,

translated jointly by Professor Syed
Jamil Ahmed and M. Saiful Islam

Chowdhury. The play is an adaptation

of Egyptian playwright Tawfiqg al-

tem in the Arab state during the medi-
eval period. Trading of slaves, exploita-
tion of women, unlawful acts by power-
ful individuals, as well as nobility of a
king are the issues addressed in the play.
A conversation between a Sultan and a
courtesan is at the heart of the play.
The story revolves around these two
individuals. The ruling Sultan, son of a
slave, has been crowned by his master.
However, his master forgot to declare
him a free man. This inadvertent mis-
take becomes a big issue, as the people

June 6 this year| called him, “one of the
brightest actors in the current Dhaka theatre
scene [bold choice of words by Jamil
Mahmud)]. This was written about Dilip's
performance as the protagonist in the play
“Arakkhita’, produced by Desh Natok.
Tamanna Khan, reviewing the movie “Com-
mon Gender”, wrote, “...all other acting flaws
are compensated by Dilip Chakraborty's
balanced and credible portrayal of Bubli's
character. It is actually his performance, espe-
cially in the second last scene that breaks
down all emotional reservation.” [“Silence
Beneath the Glitz", the Star, July 20, 2012.]

During the second half of the 1980s, we
spent a lot of time discussing left-wing poli-
tics and theatre. We often shared food thanks
to the economic crisis during our student life.
He was progressive and took to theatre from
a social commitment. Our views were so
similar that we felt very close to each other.
But then our ways parted with new turns in
our lives.

About 12 years later | found him in the role
of Ekalabya in Masum Reza's play
“Nityapuran’. In the review of this play, pub-

the state. In return, she wants to spend
a night with him.

This one night together and the con-
versation between them explain the
title of the play “Shesh Shanglap” (liter-
arily, last conversation).

Pavel Islam played the role of the
Sultan, while the courtesan was played
by Ishita Chaki. Arifuzzaman, Riaz
Mahmud, Fakhrul Islam and Fakhrul
[slam donned other roles.

Faiz Zahir's set reflected his vision to
turn the stage into a medieval Arab

powerful actor of his generation

lished in the Dhaka Courier, | mentioned
Dilip-da's unparalleled portrayal of Ekalabya,
the protagonist. Jamil Mahmud wrote in The
Daily Star after his death, “Perhaps the
indomitable character, the tragic hero
Ekalabya, will remain in people’'s mind for-
ever but the actor within the character has
lett the stage for good...Both as Ekalabya and
Shukracharya, his diction, body language
and spontaneity will be considered as fine
examples of skilled acting.”

[ wrote in a review of “Common Gender”,
“"The extraordinary way Dilip acted in this
scene made the audience stunned, their eyes
welling up; a pin-drop silence fell in the hall.
The audience came out with the resonance of
Dilip's heartrending cry in their hearts, "Tell me
mother, once again, come in son, ['ve cooked
rice for you. Have your meal, my son...’

“Director Noman Robin told me that even
during the shooting of this scene many who
were watching this from the surrounding
rooftops and buildings were in tears.” [Dhaka
Courier, July 14 and 28, 2012.]

THE WRITER IS5 DEPUTY DIRECTOR, RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT COLLECTIVE (RDC).

A poetic afternoon
with Ross

AFSANA TAZREEN
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“The secret is not in knowing how to
pick someone's lock;the secret is know-
ing how to get them to open the door for
you."

The lines above have been borrowed
from the poem “The Secret” by Ross
Sutherland.

[ had an opportunity to meet the poet in
person at an interactive session on
September 20, at The Daily Star Centre in
Dhaka. With his bright demeanour and
engaging smile, needless to say, the tou-
sled-haired poet knew the secret to get
anybody to open their doors for him.

The session opened with the usual jollity
from Syed Badrul Ahsan, executive editor of
The Daily Star. Eeshita Azad, of The British
Council, followed with a brief introduction
on the poet.

The British Council had invited
Sutherland to Bangladesh for a poetry show-
case, which comprised three sessions with
10 candidates who were thoroughly
screened for their poetic potency.

Born in Edinburgh in 1979, Ross
Sutherland is a multifaceted individual.
One of the youngest contemporary poets of
today, Sutherland was included in The
Times' list of Top Ten Literary Stars of 2008.
He is also a journalist, teacher and a film-
maker.

At the impressionable age of 15,
Sutherland encountered his life's first live
poetry reading by John Cooper Clarke, a
punk-poet. For someone who had always
wanted to be a computer programmer, it
was a day that destiny brought about a twist
to his fate. He decided to become a poet.

“The experience had a very powerful
effect on me,” said Sutherland.

At 17, Sutherland began performing
poetry alongside his revered poet Clarke. In
2000, he became one of the founding mem-
bers of the live poetry collective, Aisle16. A
self-proclaimed video game fanatic, he has
recently completed a thesis on computer-
generated poetry and writes univocalisms -
- poems written using only one vowel.
Seems like an impossible task to do? Also a
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Ross Sutherland and Eeshita Azad at the interactive session.

puzzle to be solved,” Sutherland said.

Since 2003, he has co-written six live
literature productions, including “Poetry
Boyband” (Time Out Critic's Choice of
2005) and “Services to Poetry”, Aisle 16's
video-travelogue of Britain's motorway
service stations. He has three collections of
poetry: “Things to Do Before You Leave
Town” (2009), “Twelve Nudes” (2010), and
“Hyakuretsu Kyaku” (2011).

He also has a new documentary about
whether computers will ever be able to
write poetry -- “"Every Rendition on a
Broken Machine” (2011).

“To be honest, I always wanted to com-
bine the two: poetry and computing! That's
why ['ve spent years trying to get a com-
puter programme to write my poetry for
me,” he said.

His latest collection, “My Book of Street
Fighter Sonnets”, comprises 12 illustrated
sonnets, each based on a character from
the hugely popular video game “Street
Fighter".

“Growing up I did not have much knowl-
edge on classics, including Greek mythol-
ogy. I used to find myself quite lost while
studying those characters at school. While
teaching, I found children today are strug-
gling with the same problem,” Sutherland

Sutherland

about was “The Poetry Takeaway”: “world's
first, purpose-built mobile poetry empo-
rium’”. It is modelled on a typical burger
van, and is manned by a cast of poets who
write, perform and deliver a hand-written
copy of the poem a customer orders.

“It produces free, made-to-order poetry,
delivered to the anxious consumer within
ten minutes or less. The topic can range
from "My dead budgerigar' to fiendishly
difficult titles like 'Grandmother in a bag
and heading for the river',” said a laughing
Sutherland.

On this project Sutherland has worked
closely with Tim Claire, who writes 100
poems a day!

When asked how he would define a good
poem, Sutherland said, "Good poems come
from the people who break rules.”

Unlike most writers and poets who pre-
fer silence and solitude while working,
Sutherland loves chaos.

“Left alone in the middle of nowhere is
the worst possible thing I can imagine. I
love interference while I work,” Sutherland
said.

Seems like he has come to the right
place for inspiration, because Dhaka would
give him chaos, if not, anything else.

“T have enjoyed the experience very
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script). It is a very tough job to write
this as the whole world will be look-
ing at my work,"” said the director.

Born as Abhas Kumar Ganguly, the
legendary singer changed his name to
Kishore Kumar and started his career
as a chorus singer at Bombay Talkies.

“The film will have madness of
Kishore-da. I am lucky that this came
to me. UTV was planning this movie;
Shomit had written a script. Tam a
big fan of him (Kishore Kumar). |
think he was the most colourful
person, so full of life. It will be a very
entertaining film,” Basu said.

Basu clinched the project with
Ranbir during the shooting of his
just-released film “Barfi”, starring
Ranbir Kapoor and Priyanka
Chopra. “I had locked this film with
Ranbir when 'Barfi’ was only one
schedule old. I had offered it to him
and he liked the idea very much and
consented to do it,” Basu said.

Ranbir will have to change his
look to get into the boots of the
stalwart singer.

“We did some look test of young
Kishore Kumar on him (Ranbir). We
have gone through several such
processes before zeroing in on him
to play Kishore-da on screen,” the
director said.

“It is a biopic and so we are not

taking the liberty to make our own
story. There are a lot of things that
people don't know about him,”
Basu said, adding Kishore Kumar's
son Amit Kumar is involved at every
stage to provide inputs for the film.
Basu said the late singer's “family
does not have a problem with the
film. They have already given the
ereen signal. They are helping us out
a lot with his personal things, secrets,
which the people are not aware of.”
Kishore Kumar had married four
times. His first wife was Bengali
singer and actress Ruma Guha
Thakurta and their marriage lasted
from 1950 to 1958. He later married

actress Madhubala who had worked
with him in many films including his
home production “Chalti Ka Naam
Gaadi” (1958) and “Thumroo” (1961).
The marriage lasted nine years, end-
ing with Madhubala's death in 1969.
Later, Kishore married Yogeeta Bali
in 1976 but separated in 1978. Then
he was married to actress Leena
Chandavarkar from 1980 until his
death. He left behind two sons, Amit
Kumar (playback singer) with Ruma,
and Sumit Kumar with Leena.

Speculation is rife that Katrina
Kaif will play Madhubala in the film
but there is no confirmation of this
from Basu.

Source! chordie.com
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