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+ for them perpetually.

Workers are hammering down the spectators' stand (above) at the southern end of
Dhanmondi Stadium in an attempt to construct accommodation facility for players of
Abahani Limited, which is the custodian of this part of the vast ground. (Left) Youths of the
locality who have been using this facility without any intervention from any quarters over the
. years, are seen protesting the demolition fearing that this might eventually shut the doors
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Hayden quits
all cricket

AFP, Sydney

Veteran Australian opener
Matthew Hayden has called
time on his glittering playing
career, opting not to play in
Australia's domestic
Twenty20 series this year, his
Brisbane Heat team said
Thursday.

The Heat said that after
lengthy discussions,
Hayden, 40, had opted not to
return for a final series after
signing as their marquee
player for last season's inau-
gural T20 Big Bash League.

Hayden, who retired from
Test cricket in 2009, played
for the Chennai Super Kings
in the Indian Premier League
in 2010. He took a sabbatical
from cricket before returning
to play for the Brisbane team
in2011-12.

Gillete winners
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won the tickets as part of the

"Gillete Mach 3- Go to Sri
Lanka forT20" programme.
The two-month long
programme that saw people
from different sectors partici-
pate, was organised by
Procter & Gamble in partner-
ship with I Creation Ltd. The
three lucky winners will be
provided round-trip air
tickets to Sri Lanka as well.

Kallis
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fourth wicket with Stuart
Matsikenyeri (11), to help
Zimbabwe just avoid their
lowest total of 84 in all
Twenty20 internationals,
made against New Zealand

in2010.
There were only six fours

hit in the entire Zimbabwe
innings and four of them

came off Ervine's bat.
Morne Morkel dismissed

Vusi Sibanda (nought) and
Brendan Taylor (four) in his
first two overs before Kallis
polished off the middle-
order with the wickets of
Matsikenyeri and Elton
Chigumbura off successive

deliveriesin his first over.
He then dismissed

Graeme Cremer (six) and
Ervine to improve on Morne
Morkel's 4-17 against New
Zealand in 2007 which was
the previous best bowling by
a South African in a

Twenty20 match.
It was Zimbabwe's sec-

ond defeat in the group from
as many matches and they
become the first team to be
eliminated from the tourna-
ment. They lost to Sri Lanka
by 82 runs in their opening
match onTuesday.

Sri Lanka play South
Africa in the final group
match on Saturday.

The top two teams from
each of the four groups will
advance to the Super Eights.

Mohammedan banks
on youth, continuity

SPORTS REPORTER

The popular Mohammedan SC once again
formed a mediocre but youthful squad for
the Bangladesh Premier League after the
Black and Whites yesterday completed their
players' registration formalities to sign up 23
players at the Bangladesh Football Federa-
tion. Mohammedan, who came with a horse
carriage accompanied by supporters beat-
ing the drums were the first team amongst
ten participating clubs to appear in the
transfer market. But the Motijheel-based
outfit had no aggressive plan to rope in expe-
rienced and star players like they had done
intheir heydays.

Instead, they retained the services of last
season's 13 players including veteran Rajani
Kanta Barman, Motiur Munna and Alfaz Ahmed
while ropingin 10 new players from Mutkijoddha
Sangsad, Sheikh Jamal Dhanmondi Club,
Abahani, Sheikh Russel and Farashganj SC. Most
of the new faces were bench-warmers for their
respective clubslastseason.

“After retaining the services of most of the
players who played for Mohammedan last

time, we also signed up some youthful play-
ers which helped us to form a good team this
season. We believe all of these players will
represent the national team in the future,”
said Mohammedan football committee
chairman Manzur Alam Manju yesterday at
the BFF House.

Manju however could not say with confi-
dence that Mohammedan would break their
drought of not winning the professional
football league title, the only trophy that was
missing in their trophy-laden shelves.

A veteran player seeking anonymity said
that this is not a squad for the championship
race rather it could finish third or fourth in
coming professional football league.

The chairman, Manzur, though said that
they would try to rope in good players next
season. But such statements are rapidly
sounding like platitudes in the face of similar
promises over the past few seasons.

Squad: Rajani, Titu, Munna, Yeasin,
Mubarak, Wahed, Shariful, Sohel Rana,
Shohag, Sweet, Tapu, Bipu, Alfaz, Maruf,
Mamun, Mintu, Jitu, Robin, Manik, Mamun
Miah, Saidul, Zahirul and Igbal.

Mohammedan Sporting Club yesterday arranged a spectacular horse-carriage ride for
their newly-signed booters. But it did not invoke much enthusiasm among the Black
and White faithful as there were no sensational signings.
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Taylor looks for seam
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“T guess we will be looking to our seamers to have a big play in
the tournament. Few of the players played SLPL (5ri Lanka
Premier League) and had some success there. The boundaries
here in Pallekele are a lot bigger than other grounds. Spinners
will play a role because in Twenty20 cricket spinners do have a

big part to play,” he observed.

Though the bowling took centre stage in the discussion, the
fact is that the Pallekele pitches have produced better run-
rates than the other two venues at the World Twenty20 and
New Zealand have sweet memories as they amassed a 300-plus
score against Pakistan in the World Cup here last year and won
by 110 runs. The New Zealand skipper however did not want to

dwell on memories.

“Thave good memories of this ground. But that was in a differ-
ent format of the game against a different country. It was also my
birthday (when [ played against Pakistan in the World Cup). My
birthday is not any time soon, this is a different tournament
where we need to start well,” said Taylor with a broad smile.

The Kiwi skipper was however excited with the fact that some
of his key players are feeling better. Daniel Vettori, Tim Southee
and Rob Nicol came to Kandy a day later than the rest of the team
as the trio suffered stomach problems in Colombo while Kyle
Mills, who was recovering from his collision with McCullum

during the IndiaT20, is expected to be fit too.

“We won't know until the end of training whether we will
have the full quota of 15. Every couple of hours they are feeling
a little better. The weather is bit colder so hopefully they can
gain some energy and be available to play,” hoped Taylor.

Melbourne
eyeing KP

AFP, Sydney

The chief of Australia's Mel-
bourne Renegades team will
fly to the World Twenty20 in
Sri Lanka next week in a bid
to sign estranged England
batsman Kevin Pietersen for
the domestic Big Bash series,

reportssaid on Thursday.
Renegades boss Stuart

Coventry said he hoped to
arrange a meeting with
Pietersen, who is working as
a television commentator at

the World Twenty20.
"T'd like to [meet Pietersen]

but I think I would want to get
an indication first about his
availability before talking
further," Coventry told The
Sydney Morning Herald.

"We have three places left
on our list and one of them is
foraninternational.

Tigers intent
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Mushfiqur also echoed that

sentiment while speaking in
the pre-match press confer-
ence at the Pallekele Inter-
national Stadium yesterday.

“We are doing everything
within our power to give us the
best chance to get into the
second round, though that
comes later. We have to be
happy with what we get in the
end tomorrow, but we will do
everything to win the game.
We are confident that if we can
apply our skill one hundred
percent we can win,” said the
wicketkeeper-batsman.

“I think we are in a tough
group. But we have a bal-
anced side and that's one of
our strengths. If we do the
basics right and execute our
plans, we can beat any team
in the world. We have been
playing together for quite
some time now and that's
where the confidence comes
from. If we can put a good
performance you never
know,” he added.

Bangladesh captain had
high praise for his oppo-
nents but there was no
shortage of confidence in his
voice due to his team's
strength regardless of
whether the pitch offers
assistance to pacers or spin-
ners. But still the Bangladesh
captain hoped that luck will
also help them to bring joy to
cricket lovers back home.

This is Bangladesh's first
major international tourna-
ment since their rousing Asia
Cup performance and the
little man said that he could
notwait for the action to start.

DHAKA FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 21, 2012

E-MAIL: sports@thedailystar.net
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Entertaining
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finally denied by defender

Robin Shrestha, who made a

clearance off the line to deprive

Zahid aswell as Bangladesh.
Nepal intensified their

efforts to get back into the

day.

Monir scored for Railway.

ahead before Rumel cancelled the lead.

U-14Tennis

Faruk Hossain,

Boys' and Girls' handball

MansurAli National Handball Stadium.

will play in the girl's group.

CRICINFO, Colombo

A kindly message to the future
mother-in-law of Danny
Briggs, proud husband to be
and excited England spinner:
when he remarked in
Colombo that the World Twenty20 was a
priority compared to his wedding, the words
probably just got tangled up and it did not

quite come out asitshould have.
After all, he had just taken three Pakistan

wickets in England's final warm-up in
Colombo and can now anticipate playing a
central role in their defence of the trophy. If
he did not seem entirely abreast of the
detailed arrangements for his wedding, it
was probably justatouch of the sun.

M icC WORLD
TWENTY20

SHI LANKA 2012

PHOTO: REUTERS
England spinner Danny Briggs bowls
during a training session at Nondescripts
Cricket Club in Colombo yesterday.

Combined SC defeated Bangladesh Railway SC 2-1 in
the Green Delta Insurance First Division Hockey
League at the Maulna Bhasani Hockey Stadium yester-

Shahed and Nizam scored for Combined while

In the second match, Farashganj SC played outa 1-
1 draw against Barnak Samaj. Boni put Farashaganj

Three Bangladeshi players moved into the next round
of the boys' singles in the Asian U/14 Series Tennis
Competition beating their respective rivals at the

National Tennis Courtin Ramna yesterday.
Bangladeshi Mahin Reza Khan beat Malaysian

Suresh Darrshan 6-1, 6-7, 6-1, Rubel Hossain of Ban-

gladesh beat his compatriot Amio Naimol Islam 6-3, 6-
1, Kawsar Ali beat Pakistani Shaibzada Ali 6-2, 4-6, 6-1

and Pakistani Kaleem Syed Nofi beat Bangladeshi

In the girls' group, Pinky, Sha Shafina, Rojoni Tasin
and Prity Afrana won their respective games.

The Igloo U-12 Boy's and Girl's School Handball tour-
nament will get underway from tomorrow at the M

Seven teams, split into four groups, will play in the
boy's group while 12 teams, divided into four groups,

game, but they were largely
kept at bay by the Bangladeshi
defence. It was unfortunate
then, that it was debutant
goalkeeper Maksudur Rahman
Mustak, who gifted Nepal the
equaliserin the 61st minute.

Mustak failed to properly
grasp a Biraj Mahrajan cross
and Bhola Silwal blasted home
with a powerful left footer in the
61st minute to level the margin
for the Himalayan nation. The
goal spurred on the hosts and
they launched attack after
attack tostealasecond goal.

But Bangladesh were play-
ing on the counter, and with
Abdul Baten Komol and
Mithun Chowdhuryonin place
of Zahid Hossain and Emily
respectively, they made some
decent openings. The diminu-
tive striker, Mithun, nearly
found the back of the net with a
tricky shot in the 82nd minute
but the shot went inches over
the cross-piece with the goal-
keeper beaten. It was the last
action of the game and in the
end both sides had to be satis-
fied with an entertaining draw.

It was the second draw
between two sides in their 17
meetings. Bangladesh have
won nine times while Nepal
won SIX times.

Bangladesh are scheduled
to return home on Saturday.

edding not priority!

He might be flighty as spinners go, but he
does not seem at all flighty off the field. He is
a softly-spoken, polite lad who still lives on
the Isle of Wight and travels over for Hamp-
shire matches on the ferry.

If Briggs's future wife, Linsey, was naive
about the itinerant life of a professional
cricketer, she was naive no longer when their
wedding, scheduled for the end of Septem-
ber, was postponed until October so Eng-
land's up-and-coming young spinner could
take partinWorld TwentyZ20.

Actually, even the rearranged wedding
date is far from perfect as it clashes with
Hampshire's qualification matches in the
Champions League, meaning that Briggs
will only fly out if Hampshire reach the final
stages. For cricket obsessives, it is a bit of a
shame that it was not postponed for a sec-

ond time, but priorities can be tricky things.
Briggs himself, the first of Isle of Wight

cricketer to represent England, shrugs it off
manfully. "It is so busy with cricket, you
never know where you are going to be," he
said. "I do miss the Champions League qual-
ification because of the wedding, but I
changed wedding plans once for World
Twenty20, which was obviously the priority. I

will fly out if Hampshire qualify.”
It is to be hoped that the Champions

League does not cause the honeymoon too
much disruption.

England's World Twenty20 campaign
begins in earnest at the R Premadasa Sta-
dium on Friday and instead of his wife-to-
be whispering sweet nothings in his ear
under candlelight, he is likely to be faced
by the wanton aggression of Afghanistan's
batsmen under floodlights. He cannot be
sure of selection, though, so early in the
tournament on a Premadasa surface that
will favour the pace bowlers more than
spinners before the pitches tire, but his
time will come.
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