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Geneticist Magsudul Alam, team
hailed for discovery

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Japan Bangladesh Friendship Hospital and
Onushandhani Science Club yesterday greeted
Bangladeshi geneticist Dr Magsudul Alam and his
team for decoding the genome of a most deadly
fungus that causes havoc to jute and other 500 crop
and non-crop species.

Decoding the genome of the fungus --
macrophomina phaseolina -- will set a unique exam-
ple of Bangladesh scientists in the world, they said in
a statement.

Dr Alam and his team's success in decoding fun-
gls genome came just two years after he had

Two commit 'suicide’ in capital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two female students allegedly committed suicide in
separate incidents in the capital yesterday.

Mahmuda Sultana Tonni, 17, a student at Khilgaon
Model College, committed suicide by taking poison at
her residence in Banasree area around 3:00am.

She was rushed to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where doctors declared her dead.

In another incident, Sadia Tabassum, 18, a student
at Uttara branch of Asian University, hanged herself
from a ceiling fan in her room at Faidabad of Dakkhin

City

A grief-stricken
mother cries for her
two children whom
she had locked in
the house at the
capital's Begunbari
slum before a vio-
lent fire burned
down at least 400
shanties there yes-
terday. A speech
impaired Rowshan
Ara neither did
know what had
happened to her
children nor could
vent her grief in
words. The Daily
Star could not learn
more about
Rowshan Ara's
children but fire
officials said there
was no report of
casualty in the fire.
(Story on Page 1)
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MANPOWER EXPORT
Mosharrat
defends state
arrangement
with Malaysia

UNB, Dhaka

Expatriates’ Welfare and
Overseas Employment
Minister Khandker
Mosharraf Hossain yester-
day defended the govern-
ment's decision to bar pri-
vate recruiting agencies
from exporting manpower
to Malaysia.

Now only the government
will send workers to
Malaysia under its own
arrangement, according to
an agreement reached by

Dhaka and Kuala Lumpur.
Following the move,

Bangladesh Association of
International Recruiting
Agencies (Baira), the plat-
form of private recruiting
agencies, on Wednesday
threatened to stop man-
power export to other coun-
tries to press for change of

the decision.
“The government will
send workers to Malaysia as

Man arrested for
'impersonating’
law enforcers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Kuala Lumpur wants it this
way,” Mosharraf told jour-
nalists at his office in the
capital.

“The two countries have
signed minutes before signing
aformal accord. So, there isno
scope to review the decision.
There is no scope for recruit-
ing agencies to send man-
power to Malaysia,” he said.

He hoped that the deci-
sion will benefit the workers.

“The migrant workers were

cheated earlier, but in this
way, there is no scope to be
cheated. But we are not term-

ing Bairaasfraud,” headded.
He said the government is

notarival of Baira.
“We have not employed

them as contractors, but we
have given licence to them
as recruiting agencies. 5o,
Baira has to follow the gov-

ernment rules and regula-
tions,” said the minister.

Rajuk designing new
Dhaka master plan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Heart-screening programme
launched

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

speedy services atlocal levels.
With the new 1980-member workforce

approved for Rajuk, the local offices will be
independent to deliver day-to-day services
except for major projects.

Abdul Mannan Khan, state minister for
housing and public works, however, said
urban plan and development in Dhaka city
were fragmented and uncoordinated, as
around half of a hundred government agen-
cies were involved with them, and they did

not always comply with the master plan.
JR Wood, team leader of SRPG study,

suggested institutional strengthening and
empowerment of Rajuk and updating of
relevant laws for planned development in
the capital, where the problems must be

addressed now.
Dhaka city was blessed with abundant

wetlands around it until the seventies but
those are disappearing fast with unplanned
development, which also resulted in ground
water depletion and frequent urban flood-

Japan Bangladesh Friendship Hospital has launched
a countrywide heart-screening programme to create
mass awareness to prevent cardiac diseases.

The seven-day event started with the heart-
screening of journalists, officials and employees of
the daily Prothom Alo in the capital yesterday, says a
press release.

A 15-member medical team were working for the
programme. Some 10,000 people across the country
will come under the programme marking the World

Rajdhani Unnyan Kartripakkha (Rajuk) is set
to frame a new 20-year master plan for the
capital, its chief said ata workshop yesterday.

The organisation has already started
designing the structural plan and the
detailed area plan, two parts of a master
plan, as the present master plan period
expires in 2015, said M Nurul Huda, chair-
man of Rajuk.

The structural plan is being prepared with
Asian Development Bank (ADB) finance, he
told the workshop on the draft report of a
study, "Strengthening Regional Planning and
Governance (SRPG)", conducted by ADB.

Huda said they wanted the new plan
ready forimplementation from 2016.

Rajuk and ADB country office jointly
organised the workshop at the capital's
Ruposhi Bangla Hotel.

Rajuk is also going to set up four local
offices with one each in Savar, Gazipur,

Detectives arrested a man from his East Shewrapara resi-
dence in the capital yesterday for allegedly impersonating
police, Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) and National Security
Intelligence (NSI) officials and cheating people.

The arrestee, Mezbah Uddin Ahmed, 33, in preliminary
interrogation, admitted to have cheated people in different
ways, including making promises to provide jobs, said police.

Police found some fake visiting cards containing the
names of a superintendent of Highway Police, a Lt Col of NSI
and additional superintendents of police of Special Branch
and of Rab in his house.

“We also seized a laptop containing layouts of visiting
cards of law enforcement officials of different ranks,” said
Senior Assistant Police Commissioner of Detective Branch
of Police Al-Beli Afifa.

“Mezbah used to give these visiting cards to CNG-run
auto-rickshaw and bus drivers so that traffic police, in fear,
would not stop them to check the documents. In return the
drivers paid him,” Afifa added.
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A group of 18 students from Bangladesh Navy School and College visit US salvage
ship USNS Safeguard at Chittagong port yesterday. The ship arrived in

Chittagong to take part in Bangladesh-US joint naval exercise CARAT, which
began on Monday. PHOTO: STAR

Beaten

youth dies
at DMCH
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Session starts
October 5, 2012

A youth, who was beaten
by locals in the capital's
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