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Photography still
to come of age in country

PHOTO: RANAK MARTIN/DRIKNEWS

- = o L ] .

(From left) Shahidul Alam, Reza Deyhaii- and Wakilur Hahﬁan cut the celebration cake.

the topic “Curating contemporary art and art practice in
Bangladesh”. Articulating the history, growing necessity and
possibility of curating in our country, Rahman said, “Organ-
ised curating can dominate a visitor's perception regarding a
particular exhibition and can arouse his/her interest in an
artwork.” Rahman pointed out that not too many galleries
are practicing this concept in our country but said that its
necessity is increasing day by day in other countries.

He used images of his own works as references that pro-
jected on a screen during the lecture.

Reza Deghati was the man of the evening. He shared his
experiences gleaned over a three-decade-long career, and told
the audience why he chose this particular sphere of arts as his
m_” profession.

“It was during the pre-Revolutionary Iran, when I was cap-
tured by the secret police for photographing the country's
poverty. After I got free, I shared my passion for photography
with my parents who said 'If you love it then go for it',” said
Reza, whose best works include the National Geographic
series “"Frontline Diaries”.

Reza was the creative director for the National Geographic's
most viewed documentary “Inside Mecca”, and portrayed
political personalities such as the former PLO leader Yasser
Arafat, former Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and
the charismatic Afghan rebel Ahmad Shah Massoud.

! As part of the celebration, an exhibition titled “Insider, Out-
sider?” began at the gallery. The exhibition features photo-
graphs that challenge perceptions of the developing world.
Representatives of Drik's recent initiative Rural Visual Journal-
ism Network (RVIN) shared their impressions gathered from
the workplace.

Featuring rare collections from the archive, few reprints are
on display for sale as well. These reprints include works by
former students of Drik's educational wing Pathshala.

The exhibition will continue everyday till September 12
from 3 to 8pm.
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Deghati spoke as the guest of honour.

Shahidul Alam, director of Drik, delivered the welcome
speech. “We have exhibited the best works of world renowned
photographers from across the globe at our gallery with the
aim of bringing about a change in society through an under-
standing of photography. Yet we regard our achievements as
miniscule since people still have to understand the impor-
tance of photography as a medium of arts,” said Alam.

Artist Wakilur Rahman delivered the memorial lecture on
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Photography agency and gallery Drik turned 23. With a
daylong programme at its premises in Dhanmondi, Dhaka on
September 4, the gallery celebrated the occasion. Visual artist
Wakilur Rahman delivered a memorial lecture, named after
one of the pioneering photographers Golam Kasem Daddy,
while National Geographic Fellow and photographer Reza

birthday celebration begins
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Featuring six plays directed by one of the
veteran theatre activists, Lucky Enam, a six-
day theatre festival has begun at the
National Theatre Hall, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy. Enam's troupe Nagarik
Natyangan in association with Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy has organised the festi-
val that celebrates the 60th birthday of the
seasoned actor-director as well as marks her
four-decade long career in theatre.

On the opening day Nagarik Natyangan
staged the Arthur Miller satire “Pussy Cat
and a Real Man".

Talking about her goals, Enam said, “I
want to continue my journey in theatre till
my last breath. [ want to shed light on the
darker side of the society through theatre
activism.”

Enam's colleagues and fellow activists
greeted her and held a discussion on her life
and work at the beginning of the festival.
The programme was presided over by the
convener of the festival committee, Ataur
Rahman. Liaquat Ali Lucky, director general,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy was the
chief guest. Nasiruddin Yousuff, president of
Shammilita Sangskritik Jote, and Dr. Enamul

Hagq, president of Nagarik, spoke as special
guests.

Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury, president of
Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalists,
formally inaugurated the event, while 30
underprivileged children lit candles at the
opening.

Proiti Haq translated the Arthur Miller
play into Bangla, with the title “Pussy Biral
Ebong Ekjon Prokrito Manush”. Through the
shenanigans of a pet cat, the play satires
corrupt individuals in the society. The cat,
named Tom Thomas, aspires to be the city
mayor, as it is aware of the misdeeds of
senior officials. It also looks for an ethically
motivated person who is worthy to occupy
the post of city mayor.

Shazu Khadem played the role of the cat;
he also designed the set. Sazzad Reza,
Ferdausi Riya, Kanta Zaman, Habib Bahar,
Pralay Zaman, Jubayer Hillol and Noman
Sharif played other roles. The seemingly big
budget production was jazzed up with some
group dance by actors.

Today, “Pragoitihashik” will be staged at
the National Theatre Hall. Apart from stag-
ing of plays, the festival also highlights a
photo and poster exhibition featuring
images of plays and off-stage activities.

“Pussy Cat and a Real Man” satires corrupted individuals of the society.
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Altaf Mahmud

Shaheed Altaf Mahmud is widely known for his compo-
sition of the song “"Amar Bhai-er Rokte Rangano
Ekushey February”, which has become the unofficial
anthem of the International Mother Language Day
(February 21). This composition, along with others, has
given him a unique position in the hearts of
Bangladeshis.

Mahmud's house served as a hiding place for arms
caches and he provided food and money to Freedom
Fighters during the Liberation War. During a combing
operation (in August, 1971) in Dhaka city by the Paki-
stan army, Mahmud was arrested along with his broth-
ers-in-law and a friend. He was tortured and believed to
be killed in September. Mahmud is regarded among the
Martyred Intellectuals.

A talented painter as well as composer, Mahmud
wrote and composed many patriotic songs which were
played by the Shadhin Bangla Betar Kendra during the
Liberation War. His composition was used in the movie
“Jibon Theke Neya” and other popular Bangladeshi
movies. Some of his notable creations include “Satyer
Joi”, “Bolo Bir” and “Ami Manusher Bhai Spartacus”.

Mahmud was born in Patarchar village under Barisal
district on December 23 in 1933. He finished his matricu-
lation from Barisal Zilla School. He gained admission to
BM College before he went to Calcutta (now Kolkata) to
study painting at the Calcutta Arts School. Mahmud
started singing when he was in school. He received his
first music lessons from famed violinist Suren Roy. He
learnt to sing Gano Sangeelt (inspirational songs) that
earned him popularity at that time.

Mahmud came to Dhaka in 1950 and joined
Dhumketu Shilpi Shongho. Later he became the music
director of the organisation. In 1956, Mahmud was
invited to Vienna Peace Conference. But he was unable
to attend as his passport was confiscated by the govern-
ment in Karachi. There he stayed until 1963 and took
taalim in classical music from Ustad Abdul Kader Khan.
After returning from Karachi to Dhaka, Mahmud
worked in 19 films: along with the famous “Jibon Theke
Neya", he also worked in films like “Kaise Kahu", “Kar
Bou", and “Tanha”. He was also worked with political
and cultural organisations.

During the 1950s he sang Gano Sangeet in many
places to inspire activists of the Language Movement.
Along with his singing, Mahmud continued to support
the movement.

Mahmud took part in the Bangladesh Liberation War
in 1971. He created a secret camp inside his house for
the freedom fighters. But as the secret leaked out, the
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Pakistan Army captured him on August 30, 1971.

To keep his memories alive, Shaheed Altaf Mahmud
Foundation was established in 2005 at the personal
initiative of the martyr's family. The foundation annu-
ally confers the Shaheed Altaf Mahmud Padak to emi-
nent personalities. From 2005 onwards, seven personal-
ities -- actor Dr. Enamul Haque, singer Bipul
Bhattacharya, music exponent Sudhin Das, music
director Alam Khan, veteran actor Razzak, Nazrul expo-
nent Professor Rafiqul Islam and noted singer Sabina
Yasmin -- have received this award, according to Altaf
Mahmud's daughter Shawan Mahmud. The award
winner receives Taka 10,000 and a crest. The foundation
has also launched a website:
www.shaheedaltafmahmud.com.

Mahmud was (posthumously) awarded the Ekushey
Padak in 1977 for his contributions to Bengali culture
and the Bangladesh Liberation War. In 2004, he was also
conferred the Independence Award for his special con-
tribution to Bengali culture.
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The great Ustad Allaudin Khan was born in 1881 and
died in 1972. What he did in one lifetime (being close to 100
years) could not have been accomplished in 300 years. His
father Ustad Sabdar Hossain Khan (also known as Sadhu
Khan) and elder brother Fakir Aftabuddin were inclined to
music and performed for themselves. They knew very well
that to make a career of this profession was tantamount to
living hand to mouth. Young Alam, as Ustad Allaudin Khan
was called, was restrained from the musical instruments.

The more these two gentlemen wanted Alam to go to
school at Shibpur village in Brahmanbaria (now in Bangla-
desh) where he was born, the more the young lad rebelled.
At the age of eight or ten, he ran away from home to join a
'jatra party'. He played all the instruments (dhol, tabla,

costs pay dearly, with hands and arms mangled in
their own machinery or limbs smashed to pieces so
Kang-do can collect the insurance.

Kim, a favourite on the European film festival cir-
cuit, took inspiration from the Western artistic tradi-
tion of portraying Mary cradling the dead Christ, most
famously captured in Michelangelo's sculpture.

Reviews of “Pieta” have been generally positive,
while acknowledging that viewers could be put off
by its graphic content.

actress prize when the festival ends on Saturday.

While audiences in the West may struggle to find
a theatre willing to screen “Pieta”, an award at the
world's oldest film festival may ensure at least lim-
ited distribution, and the film is also a serious con-
tender for the best picture Golden Lion.

The film opens with Kang-do, a lanky, expression-
less debt collector terrorising the dingy metal work-
shops where impoverished labourers eke out a mea-
ore existence in a sprawling shanty town in Seoul.

Ustad Wazir embraced Alam after two and half years,
observing that although he lied that he was an orphan,
which he was not since a letter came to the Nawab's court
stating that the wife of Alam was about to commit suicide.
The love for music was enough to keep young Alam even
from his wife. After his return from his home, Ustad Wazir
Khan considered Alam as his foremost and best disciple
outside of his own family. He taught him all the secrets of
the art of music that the members of the Tansen family
possessed. He was permitted to play the veena (also called
'been’') since it was traditionally restricted to the Beenkar
gharana. Before Wazir's death, the ustad blessed his stu-
dent stating that Alam's name and the names of his disci-
ples would live forever and carry on the great tradition of
the Beenkar gharana and the glory of Mian Tansen.

After a hiatus, Das is holding a solo exhibition. His last
solo art show was held at Galleri Kaya. The specialty of
his paintings is an in-depth observation of the socio-
political and economic aspects of society.

At the exhibition, his figurative works will have a touch
of realism but also a bit of a distorted look. The painter is
now playing with figures, visages and various forms and
compositions. It is an intense journey through experimenta-
tion. He is seemingly searching for a new look for his paintings.

sAt the show, the mediums will include acrylic, pen and ink.

The exhibition will continue till September 28.

by Mort Walker
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larly as Habu Dutt), a close relative of Swami Vivekananda.
Young Alam also participated in the frequent orchestral
parties held by Habu. He also met Lobo, a bandmaster
from Goa, who taught him other stringed instruments like
the violin. Habu and Lobo's influence on Alam with lessons
in Eastern and European classical music (both used all the
western instruments, specially violin as well as a few Indian
ones) led to the formation of the 'Maihar Band'.

The pedagogy pursued by the maestro was shaped from
an early age as he played many instruments apart from
presenting concerts in sarod. Indian instruments were

used, to put together an orchestra, popularly known as the
Maihar Band.

Centre on September
9, between 5 and 6pm.
Readers, fire away all
your questions at him!
The best question will
be highlighted in the
transcription. Call
8126155, 01711623915
and 01711623917 to
speak to Apurbo.

had to move forward and encounter a greater ustad (fol-
lowing the tradition of shikkha, dikkha and parikkha mean-
ing training, initiation and evaluation). He was taken to
Rampur where Ahmed Ali's roots were.

This was a place of great musicians. At least 500 musi-
cians were competing against each other. A short-list of 50
was really the best and of that the King of Kings was the
great Ustad Wazir Khan, the greatest veena player of the
time, and the direct descendant of Mian Tansen. He
belonged to the court of the Nawab of Rampur.

But how to get to him? A Maulana Sahib had suggested
that he would write a letter in Urdu introducing Alam, but

given the Sangeet Natak Academy Award in 1952, and the
Padma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan India's third and
second highest civilian decorations -- in 1958 and 1971,
respectively.

He experimented with his disciples as his son Ali Akbar
Khan was taught the sarod, his daughter Annapurna Devi
learned the Surbahar, Ravi Shankar and Nikhil Banerjee
played the sitar, Rabin Ghosh played the violin and
Baijnath Singh and Panna Lal played the bansuri (bamboo
flute).

Dr. Tanvir A. Khan is an Economist and Planner & Registrar of Independent
University, Bangladesh (ILUB)
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