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SPEAKER'S RULING

Govt moves
to challenge

HC verdict

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The law ministry has asked the attorney general's office
to file an appeal with the Supreme Court against the High
Court verdict declaring the Speaker's ruling on violation
of the constitution by an HC judge has "no legal eftfect”

andis "baselessin the eye oflaw".
During a hearing on June 5, Justice AHM Shamsuddin

Choudhury Manik (HC judge) observed that the Speaker
had committed an offence tantamount to sedition by
commentingin parliament onan HC order.

In a ruling on June 18, Speaker Abdul Hamid said an
HC judge (Justice Manik) has violated the constitution by
making "derogatory remark” about the Jativa Sangsad
and the Speaker.

"We have instructed the attorney general's office to file
the appeal on Sunday or Monday,” Law Minister
Shatique Ahmed told The Daily Star yesterday.

Talkingtojournalists earlierin the day, the minister said,
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Bangladesh
climate project
gets 'Earth
Care Award'

BSsS, Dhaka

The Ministry of
Environment and Forests
has won the “Earth Care
Award 2012" for pioneer-
ing Community-Based
Adaptation to Climate
Change through Coastal
Afforestation Project.

The $10 million project
is being implemented by
the UNDP under Least
Developed Countries
Fund (LDCF) of the Global
Environment Facilities
(GEF) to reduce climate
vulnerability in four
coastal districts --
Barguna, Bhola, Noakhali

and Chittagong.
The Times of India

sponsored this year's
award given in the cate-
gory of "Community-
based Adaptation and

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina talks to Iranian President Dr Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at the 0IC Convention Centre in

Tehran yesterday on the sidelines of the 16th Nam Summit.

Hasina meets
Ahmadinejad

UNB, Tehran

Bangladesh and Iran yes-
terday emphasised mak-
ing the Non-Aligned
Movement (Nam) more
effective through a coordi-
nated approach by its all

member states.
The two countries

came up with the view
when Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina called on
Iranian President Dr
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at
the OIC Convention Centre
in Tehran on the sidelines
of the 16th Nam Summit

that began yesterday.
They discussed issues

relating to bilateral inter-

ests.
Hasina told the Iranian

president that Bangladesh
maintains its macroeco-
nomic stability despite the
global recession. “Bangla-
desh's economy is doing
well despite the global

SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

'Hitler' store <
Stirs anger
in India

AFP, New Delhi

The owner of an Indian
clothing store said
Wednesday that he would
only change its name from
"Hitler" if he was compen-
sated for re-branding
costs, amid a growing row

over the new shop.
The outlet, which sells

MIGRANT WORKERS
South Korea

introduces
skills test

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

South Korea has intro-
duced a skills test aimed
at assessing and improv-
ing the competence of
Bangladeshi migrants to
that country, officials of
the country's human
resources development

Western men's wear, AT ;. "7-’?: s T}_‘ & ::f '.f"..'h&"s if 1 (HRD) said yesterday.
opened 10 days ago in 1 s % _ | The test involves evalu-
" |2 N ating Bangladeshi workers

Ahmedabad city in the

western state of Gujarat

with "Hitler” written in =,
big letters over the front

and with a Nazi swastika
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A view of the “Hitler” clothing sture in Ahmedabad, India. Members of the Jewish
community in the western Indian state have urged the shop owners to change the
name of the store, which was opened on August 19.
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at three ditterent levels --
intelligence, physical
fitness and language com-
_ ' petence.
Hi | The HRD officials said
o this during a visit to the
Bangladesh-Korea
Technical Training Centre
in the capital.

Until yesterday, job
seekers had to pass only a
written test to get a work
permit there. But now,
said the officials, they
have to pass the new skills
test as well.

Passing the test will

increase their chances of
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8
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MOJAHEED'S WAR CRIMES TRIAL

Shahriar Kabir
cross-examined

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The defence of war crimes accused Jamaat-e-Islami
leader Ali Ahsan Mohammad Mojaheed yesterday cross-
examined eminent writer and journalist Shahriar Kabir,
the first prosecution witness in the case.

The two-member tribunal headed by Justice ATM
Fazle Kabir with member Judge Md Shahinur Islam
recorded the cross-examination before adjourning pro-
ceedings until September 2. Another member of the
International Crimes Tribunal-2 was absent due to death
of his father.

Defence counsel Mizanul Islam cross-examined the
war crimes researcher for two and a quarter hours and
asked him more than 60 questions, mostly on his journal-

ism career, student life and a documentary he had made.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1
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ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia that
the government has falsely
implicated Koko in
corruption cases!?

Integral Energy Limited
TODAY'S POLL

Do you think India is sincere

- - 48% : : :
ves 48%) about its commitment to ink the
@ No m— (45%) proposed Teesta watar:shanng
deal "as soon as feasible"?
# No Comments B (8%) PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net
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MPs meddling
in activities of
UP upazilas

Says study on local govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Upazila and union parishads cannot function properly
due to interference from local lawmakers, upazila
nirbahi officers and predominant influence of the gov-

ernment, claimed a research note.
Centre for Urban Studies and Unnayan Shamannay,

country's two leading organisations working to achieve
good governance, jointly conducted the year-long

research.
The summary of the research findings was revealed

yesterday at a roundtable discussion on “Strengthening
democraticlocal governance in Bangladesh™ at the LGED

auditorium in the capital.
Led by Prof Mahfuz Kabir, the research was aimed at

finding out the major problems and obstacles to success-
ful local governance and effective distribution of powers

through upazila and union parishads.
The study found that weak financial status of the
SEE PAGE 7 COL 5

Chocolates
can prevent
brain stroke

BBC ONLINE

Chocolate might not be
the healthiest thing for
your waistline - but
research suggests it may
protect against stroke.

A study following more
than 37,000 Swedish men
showed those eating the

most chocolate were the
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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