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SC's no to Hallmark
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stay on the HC's July 30
order.

Justice Md Shamsul Huda
in his order said his court
would not interfere in the HC
order as it had directed
Hallmark Group not to fill the
area (Savar) with earth for
four months.

The judge, however,
permitted the company to
file an appeal with the SC
against the HC order within
six weeks.

Following a writ petition
filed by Paribesh Bachao
Andolan (Poba), the HC on
July 30 directed the
Department of Environment
(DoE) not to issue any
environment and site clear-

ance certificates to the firm
for establishing an industrial
park in Savar for the next four
months.

The HC also ordered the
company to stop for the same
period any kind of earth
filling in Kandibaliarpur,

Nandankhali, Jamur,
Muchipara and Vorari
moujas of Savar upazila.

Hallmark authorities on
August 13 filed a leave to
appeal petition (prayer for
permission to move an
appeal) with the SC challeng-
ing the HC order and also
sought a stay order on it (HC
order), Igbal Kabir Lytton, a
counsel for the writ peti-
tioner, told The Daily Star.

During the hearing on the
petition yesterday,
Hallmark's counsel Yusuf
Hossain Humayun told the
court that several mills and
garment factories in Savar
and their workers have been
suffering due to the HC order,
added Lytton.

If the HC order remains in
force, argued Humayun,
export from these factories
will be affected.

Opposing the leave to
appeal petition, writ peti-
tioner's counsel Fida M
Kamal said the company has

set up factories in the area
flouting the environment
protection laws and pollut-
ing the environment.

If the HC order is halted, it
would lead to even greater
violation of the law and more
pollution of the environ-
ment, mentioned Kamal.

Hallmark Group had
started setting up the indus-
trial park on 100-bigha land
in the moujas, which has
been identified as agricul-
tural and rural residential
area in the master plan of
Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (Rajuk).

Poba had filed the writ
petition challenging the
legality of the company's
move to establish the indus-
trial parkin the area.

The green organisation
complained that Hallmark
ventured into the project
violating the environment
protection law and without
obtaining approval from the
authorities concerned.

The HC in its order on July
30 also stayed for four
months the environment
ministry's decision to waive
Tk 36 lakh from a penalty of
Tk 40 lakh slapped on the
company by the DoE.

The court also issued a
rule upon the authorities
concerned to explain why the
company's initiative to set up
the industrial park should
not be declared illegal and
why the environment secre-
tary's decision to slash the
fine should not be declared
illegal.

The firm was fined for
taking up the project in the
area stretching from the
wetland of the Dhaleswari
river to the south of Singair
Bridge without obtaining the
mandatory environmental
clearance certificate.

Igbal Kabir Lytton said all
the HC directives and its rule
will remain in force following
yesterday's order passed by
the SC.

ACC to quiz
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two-member investigation
team at 10:00am on that
day to reply to the allega-
tions, an official of the
commission told this cor-
respondent yesterday.

Canadian company
SNC-Lavalin Group Inc
was shortlisted for the job
of consultant for the pro-
ject allegedly in a corrupt
way.

Earlier, the ACC had
quizzed a number of gov-
ernment officials and
experts on the issue. Abul
Hossain is the most high-
profile figure and probably
the last one to be quizzed.

Abul was removed from
the communications min-
istry and was made infor-
mation and communica-
tions technology (ICT)
minister on December 5
last year. This followed the
World Bank's corruption
allegation against him, and
suspension of its $ 1.2 bil-
lion loan for the $ 2.9 bil-
lion Padma bridge project.

On July 23, Abul
resigned as ICT minister
amid pressure from within
and outside the govern-
ment. His resignation was
accepted on August 23,

Cops block roads
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Bhaban, Ruposhi Bangla

intersection, Shahbagh,
Nilkhet, Katabon and
Elephant Road, said Syed
Nurul Islam, deputy com-
missioner of RamnaZone.

"Safety of the people is
above all things, however the
sufferings," he said, adding
that the law enforcers took
the measure to avoid recur-
rence of Tuesday night's
violence.

As the law enforcers did
not give any direction for
traffic movement, thou-
sands of commuters head-
ing for Motijheel, Paltan and
other adjoining areas
remained stuck for hours.

Vehicular movement
resumed after the restriction
was lifted around 1:00 pm.

It all began with the
death of DU student Towhid
Zaman of international
relations department. He
was hit by a bus of Rajdhani
Paribahan when he and
another DU student were
crossing the Shahbagh
intersection around
4:30pm, witnesses said. The
other student, Faisal
Mahmud of history depart-
ment, escaped with minor
injuries.

As the death of the news
spread, several hundred DU
students of different dormi-
tories took to the streets and
went on the rampage on
various city roads for about
three hours since 8:00pm.

They set fire to a bus and
vandalised about 60 vehicles
at Shahbagh, Hotel Ruposhi
Bangla intersection,
Banglamotor, Katabon,
Elephant Road, Bata Signal,
Nilkhet, New Market,
Palashi and Chankharpul
areas, causing immense
sufferings to commuters.

The agitating students
also burned down a police
box at Shahbagh intersec-
tion.

They continued their
demonstration on the cam-
pus and also at Shahbagh
intersection yesterday. They
brought out a procession
from the campus with a
dummy coffin around
11:30am, demanding exem-
plary punishment of the bus
driver, who was arrested
after the accident.

The students also sub-
mitted a memorandum to
DU Vice-chancellor Prof
AAMS Arefin Siddique,
demanding adequate com-
pensation to the victim's

to DU

family, and constructing
footbridges at every entry
point and an underpass at
Shahbagh intersection.

However, plagued by the
traffic chaos, city dwellers
said they neither wanted to
see the loss of lives in road
accidents nor vandalism in
the name of protest.

"Can this be a system?
Can vandalism or violence
be the means to solve a
problem?" asked a frus-
trated Nasim Reza, who had
to walk to his office at
Banglamotor from
Motijheel.

"The bus I was on was
stuck for hours. It was a
complete mess."

Such a means of protest is
ultimately a loss of public

property. "We should think
aboutit."

Having waited for a bus
for half and hour in vain,
private university student
Nishat Tasnim took a rick-
shaw from Lalmatia area
around 10:00am. She had a
semester final exam to take
at 12:00noon. After having
changed two rickshaws and
walking some distance
when she reached her uni-

versity at Dainik Bangla, it
was 1:00pm. The exam was

GRAFT CHARGE
Ex-Egyptian
PM Shatiq
on travel
watchlist

AFP, Cairo

Former premier Ahmed
Shafiq, who left Egypt amid a
corruption probe after
losing to Mohamed Morsi in
a bitterly fought presidential
election, has been placed on
a watchlist and given a travel
ban, judicial sources said
yesterday.

Shafiq, a former air force
chief appointed prime
minister by president Hosni
Mubarak before his over-
throw early last year, is under
investigation for an alleg-
edly illegal sale of state land

to Mubarak's sons.
He travelled to the United

Arab Emirates after losing to
his Islamist nemesis Morsiin
June's election. Shafiq's
spokesman said at the time
that he would return to

Egyptand form a party.
A source said it was

unclear what would happen
to Shafiq if he returned. In
the past, people placed on
the watchlist have been
detained on arrival.

A number of former
regime officials, including
Mubarak himself, have been
convicted of corruption or
killing protesters during the
18-day uprising that
unseated the dictator.

Mubarak's party leader
and senate speaker Safwat
al-Sharif was on Wednesday
referred to trial along with
his two sons for allegedly
making 600 million pounds
inillicit gains.

Another report from
Cairo adds: The Egyptian
military yesterday said that
11 "terrorists" have been
killed in its campaign
against Islamist militants in

the Sinai peninsula.
An army statement, read

out on state television,
contradicted earlier claims
of having killed 20 militants
in helicopter strikes, in a
campaign launched after
gunmen killed 16 soldiers in
an August 5 attack on an
army outpost.
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Ex-minister
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to be announced later.

A leader of a local
extremist Hindu group,
Babu Bajrangi, who was
filmed by an Indian news
magazine in 2007 describ-
ing setting families on fire,
was also among the con-
victed.

"More than 90 people
lost their lives, mostly chil-
dren and ladies, all of them
were defenceless,” public
prosecutor Akhil Desai said,
adding that he would push
for the death penalty when
sentences are handed down
on Friday.

"If some of the accused
are lucky enough to escape
the death penalty, I will ask
for life imprisonment, not
for 14 years but for the rest
of their lives,” he told
reporters.,

Kodnani, who served as
child and human develop-
ment minister under
Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi until her
arrest in 2009, broke down
in tears as the guilty verdict
was pronounced, as did
relatives waiting outside the
court.

Modi's proximity to
Kodnani is likely to be an
embarrassment for a politi-

cian widely thought to have
prime ministerial ambi-
tions but whose reputation
was tarnished by the blood-
letting only a few months
after he was elected.

The 61-year-old from the
Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP), who is unable to gain
a visa to the United States
because of the riots, has
been widely criticised for
failing to stop them, but has
consistently denied charges
of wrong-doing.

The violence was trig-
gered by the deaths of
nearly 60 Hindu pilgrims in
a February 2002 train fire
that was initially blamed on
a mob of Muslims.

Hindus hungry for
revenge rampaged through
Muslim neighbourhoods
across Gujarat in an orgy of
violence that marked some
of India's worst religious
riots since independence
from Britain in 1947,

Human rights groups say
more than 2,000 people,
mainly Muslims, were
hacked, beaten or burned to
death, while government
figures put the death toll at
about 1,000.

Last year, a court in
Gujarat found 31 Muslims
guilty of murder and con-

spiracy charges for causing
the train fire, but a national
enquiry in 2005 concluded
that the blaze was an acci-
dent and cast doubt on
much of the police evi-
dence.

Wednesday's verdicts
came after final arguments
in April following a trial that
saw 327 witnesses called to
give evidence.

More than 100 others
have been convicted for
killing Muslims during the
riots.

In 2008, the Supreme
Court ordered the re-
investigation of nine of the
most sensitive incidents
during the riots, including
the initial train fire and the
violence in Naroda Patiya.

Bajrangi, in an interview
taped by news magazine
Tehelka, confessed to help-
ing orchestrate the killing in
Naroda Patiya where homes
were set on fire and some
Muslims were set ablaze
while hiding in a pit.

"In Naroda and Naroda
Patiya, we didn't spare a
single Muslim shop, we set
everything on fire, we set
them on fire and killed
them," he said, according
to a transcript available
online.

Ex-OC says Rab
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Earlier on Tuesday, Helal
Uddin Bhuiyan, also a prose-
cution witness in the arms
haul cases, also testified that
he had been mistreated by
Rab the same way.

On August 19 in 2005, he
was taken to the Rab
Intelligence Wing's office in
Uttara to be questioned
about the seizure, said
Alauddin, one of the few
policemen who took part in
the arms seizure.

Helal Uddin Bhuiyan, the
then officer-in-charge of
Koilar Depot police outpost,
was also taken to the Rab
office that day.

The next day, the two
police officials were taken to
the Rab-7 office at Patenga
in Chittagong and were
produced before Lt Col
Emdad, the then chief of
Rab-7, said Alauddin.

The colonel beat them
mercilessly with iron rod for
their involvement in the

arms seizure, he added.

Afterwards, he came to
know from different sources
that Rab, which he realised
operated under the home
ministry, had assaulted him
on the orders of Lutfzzaman
Babar, Alauddin said.

He further said a false
case had been filed against
Helal and him in 2005 with
Sudharam Police Station in
Noakhali on charges of
stealing two AK-47 rifles also
on Babar's instructions.

assignment.
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Safeguard Specialist".
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GD-3303

No. 46.00.0000.018.07.020.12-01

Re-Invitation of Request for Expression of Interest
(EOI) for Environmental & Social Safeguard
Specialist (Contract Package No. S-16)

The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh has applied for a credit from the
International Development Association (IDA) towards the cost of Second Local Governance
Support Project (LGSP-Il) and intends to apply a part of the proceeds to cover eligible payments
under the contract for providing consultancy services by hiring an Environmental & Social
Safeguard Specialist for the project as an individual national consultant.

The LGD finalized an Environmental & Social Safeguard Management Framework (ESMF)
for LGSP-I that was implemented. Since, LGSP-II will be similar to LGSP-|, a revised ESMF will
not be necessary. A field assessment of ESMF implementation was undertaken during the mid-
term review of LGSP-I and the findings reveal that (a) the training of UP functionaries was
inadequate, (b) additional screening formats need to be added in the UPOM and the LGSP
Training Modules, and (c) a format needed by audit firms for summarizing data from ESMF
review. The Environmental & Social Safeguard Specialist will perform environmental & social
safeguard activities based on the ESMF.

The scope of work includes but not limited to: (i) provide technical assistance to ensure
compliance of the environmental and social safeguards policies as operationalised in the ESMF;
(if) support training of Master Trainers, Upazila Resource Teams, District Facilitators and UPs
and refresher training and evaluate; (i) periodically review and assess the effectiveness of the
implemented schemes and their outcomes and impacts; prepare annual safeguards
performance status report; (iv) help to integrate safeguards good practice into planning and
budgeting at the UP level; and (v) provide technical advice to the LGSP-Il management and
LGD on measures to enhance the effectiveness of project implementation and achievement of
the project development objectives, in view of the social and environmental issues in the
schemes undertaken by the UPs. Details are provided in the Terms of Reference (TOR) of the

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development & Cooperatives

Local Government Division

Second Local Governance Support Project (LGSP-II)

Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka

The qualifications and experiences required for the assignment are:

* |Masters degree in Social/lEnvironmental Science with 10 years experience in the
preparation of EAS/ESMF/EMP/RAP and other instruments related to environmental and

* Proven experience in formulating, assessing, and reviewing environmental and social
safeguards compliance documents;
« Knowledge of Bangladesh national legislations related to environment, forestry, land
administration and other relevant issues;
e Experience in carrying out stakeholder consultations and organizing environmental and
social safeguards training workshops/seminars; and
 Knowledge of World Bank's Environmental and Social Safeguards Policies.

The Local Government Division now invites eligible applicants to indicate their interest in
providing the services. Applicants are invited to provide information indicating that they are
qualified to perform the services (complete CV with other details and expected remuneration).

The Consultant will be selected using the Selection of Individual Consultant method in
accordance with the World Bank Guidelines on "Selection and Employment of Consultants
under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants by World Bank Borrowers January 2011" It is
expected that the services will be commenced on October, 2012 and shall be completed on
June, 2016 at the office of the undersigned.

Interested applicants may obtain the Terms of Reference (TOR) upon request from the
address provided below either by e-mail or in person during the office hours. The TOR is also
available at the LGD website (http://www.lgd.gov.bd).

Expression of Interest (EOI) must be submitted by the applicant on or before 18 September,
2012 within 02-00pm either in a sealed envelope delivered to or through e-mail sent to the
undersigned and be clearly marked "Expression of Interest for Environmental & Social

The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all EQls received without

K M Mozammel Hoq
Additional Secretary, LGD
and National Project Director
Second Local Governance Support Project (LGSP-II)
Room No. 625, Building No. 7,
Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka-1000
Tel: +88 02 9558727, Fax: +88 02 9558727
E-mail: lgsp2.lgd@gmail.com, lgdsup@Ilgd.gov.bd

Date; 26-08.2012




