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WB should revive funding
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While there are genuine

concerns for safeguarding the
use of scarce concessional
funds from wastage due to
corruption, the donors’
approaches in dealing with
this problem have hardly
been consistent across
countriesor over the years.

The World Bank's volume
of assistance to Bangladesh,
for example, has gone
through troughs and highs,
which have much to do with
the shifts in the Bank's
strategy of how to deal with
the country's governance
problems. Thus, at one time
towards the end-1990s, the
Bank's aid pipeline to the
country nearly dried up
because of the Bank's increas-
ing disengagement from a
large number of sectors
including infrastructure and
energy, where progress in
policy reforms towards
improved governance had
been lacking. But later on, the
Bank shifted its stance in
favour of working from within
critical sectors rather than
disengaging from them and
waiting for reforms to occur.
Most recently, the decision to
cancel the proposed funding
of the Padma Bridge, unless
reversed, will signal vet
another shift towards harden-
ing ofitsstance in dealing with
alleged corruption.

There are about 80 low-
income countries that are
eligible to receive assistance
from the IDA, which is the
World Bank's window for
concessional loans. The
determine the allocations of
IDA loans among the eligible
countries, the Bank uses a
numerical country rating
system based on its Country
Policy and Institutional
Assessment (CPLA). Overtime,
the assessment criteria have
shifted from a focus largely on
macroeconomic perfor-
mance to include more and
more governance-related
indicators; as a result the
governance factor has now
become the predominant

determinant of country
allocations.

The IDA fund allocations
according to CPIA have been
criticised by experts for the
excessive weight placed on
governance that puts coun-
tries like Bangladesh at a
disadvantage. On top of it,
Bangladesh has not been
able to even fully access its
IDA allocations as deter-
mined by its CPIA rating
because of the problems
related to project implemen-
tation. The challenge for the
Bank and the government
lies in finding aid modalities
that can enable the country
to fully utilise the allocations,
while also trying to improve
the country's CPIA rating.
The proposed funding of the
Padma bridge project pro-
vides an opportunity for
meeting such a challenge, for
which the responsibility lies
onbothsides.

The government needs to
recognise that, so far as our
global image is concerned,
perception of corruption is
not our strong point (while
steady economic growth
and progress in many social
development indicators
are). In this age of intense
global competition, making
it to the top of any list, be it
the Transparency
International’'s corruption
ranking, is not an easy task; it
must have required an
excellent team work among
many government agencies
to accomplish such a rare
feat. The Padma bridge
affair in fact provides us an
opportunity to reflect up on
how we package ourselves in
front of the global commu-
nity and engage in global
economic diplomacy. Here
is a chance to improve our
image by making every effort
to come out clean. A denial
mode will not help.

We may be able to con-
struct the bridge using our
own resources, but there is
the larger issue of further
possible damage to our
global reputation. Inorderto

achieve the middle-income
status, we shall need to raise
billions of dollar worth of
resources from both domes-
tic and foreign sources to
invest in infrastructure
building. Both India and
China access huge amounts
of concessional IDA loans on
top of other loans from the
World Bank for investment in
infrastructure projects.
Vietnam currently receives
about 2 billion dollar worth of
IDA loans annually which is
more than double the
amount Bangladesh receives
despite the fact that it is a
middle-income country and
its population size is almost
halfofthat of Bangladesh.

On the part of the donor
agencies, including the
World Bank, they should not
be guided by perceptions
only, but by facts and evi-
dence. According to an
evaluation exercise reported
in the World Bank's
Bangladesh Country
Assistance Strategy 2006
2009, the Bank's project
portfolio performance in
Bangladesh was in fact
found to be better than the
average of South Asia (and of
all countries receiving IDA-
only loans from the Bank) in
respect of the percent of
projects at risk or of com-
pleted projects with satisfac-
tory outcomes. Admittedly,
there are serious gover-
nance-related constraints in
project implementation in
Bangladesh. Yet, the coun-
tries aid-worthiness is
considered to be high in
terms of the potential con-
tribution of aid in removing
poverty and achieving
economic and social devel-
opment. While Bangladesh
should learn to be more self-
reliant, the international
community faces the chal-
lenge of helping Bangladesh
to achieve its development
goals. It is in this light that
the World Bank should
reconsider the funding of
the Padma bridge project.

Monsoon
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Since the late 1970s the

Buriganga has become a
dumping yard for tannery
wastes.,

As a result, the fishermen
living on the river do not
have a regular income.
Hundreds have left the
profession; hundreds others
have left the villages to find a
living elsewhere,

Those who considered
living far from water very
difficult initially sold off their
fishing boats and whatever
small patches of land they
had to maintain their fami-
lies. Now some fishermen
work as day labourers at
different construction sites,
said Ratan and Laxman.

People living by the
Buriganga say the Buriganga
water is so contaminated
that they cannot graze their
cattle on the bank. Animals
dieifthey drink from it.

The sight of carcasses of
cattle floating on the

Buriganga is common in
winter when the level of
pollution heightens.

"Had the government
taken some action to stop
the pollution, many people
like us could have led better
lives," said Nitai, another
fisherman, describing the
miserable lives they lead.

On the government move
to relocate the tannery
industry to Savar, Nitai, in his
thirties, said: "I have been
hearing about the relocation
since my bovhood."

After vears of legal battles
and bureaucratic tangles,
the knot was finally untied in
March this year when the
industries ministry gave a
work order to a Chinese
company to set up an efflu-
ent treatment plant.

All necessary infrastruc-
tures such as roads, water
treatment plants, gas and
sewerage lines and electric-
ity substation plant have
also beensetup.

But the factory owners
are reluctant to move their

factories and seek compen-
sations from the govern-
ment to move their factories
from Hazaribagh to Savar
leather city.

Joint group's first meeting
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the terms of reference (ToR)
over a joint study of the
dam's impacts.

Though Delhi has not
conducted any impactstudies,
ithas been assuring Dhaka that
the dam would not cause any
harm to downstream
Bangladesh. That view,
however, is in contrast to how
local experts see theissue.

Ministry ofWater Resources
sources say an 1l1-member
team of Bangladesh led by
Joint Rivers Commission (JRC)
member Mir Sajjad Hussain
left for New Delhiyesterday.

The Bangladesh team was
formed on February 29 this
year.

Debendra Sharma, a
member of the JRC, India, is
expected to lead the Indian
team, officials say.

India intends to build the
dam at Tipaimukh on the tri-
junction of Assam, Manipur
and Mizoram. It expects the
dam to generate not only 1,500
MW of power but also retain
16.8 lakh cusecs of water that
hits the Barak valley annually
andcausesflashfloods.

Two major rivers -- the
Surma and the Kushiara --are
fed by the Barak river. Experts

fear the dam will affect both
the rivers and the surround-
ing ecology and agricultural
pattern adversely though the
dam site is 100 km away from
the Bangladeshborder.

While assessing the
impacts of the dam, the joint
team will examine the loca-
tion of the dam and its
relation with the seismic
zone, impact on the catch-
ment areas and upper
reaches as well as down-
stream habitations, flora and
fauna, biodiversity, ecology
and also the economy of the
country.

The Tipaimukh dam project
sparked much debate in
Bangladesh as local experts
expressed concerns, saying it
would cause unusual water flow
in the river and hit the
production of rice, the single
crop of the vast haor region in
Bangladesh.

The dam project also
faces huge protestsin India's
northeast, particularly in
Manipur and Assam's
Cachar district.

The six-decade old multi-
purpose Tipaimukh dam
project involving Rs 7,600
crore could not take off due
to opposition from environ-

mentalists and naturalists as
well as delayed clearance
from the Ministry of Forest
and Environment.

During a visit to Dhaka in
September 2011, Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, speaking at Dhaka
University, assured
Bangladesh that India would
not take any step regarding
the dam that would adversely
affect its eastern neighbour.

However, the Indian
government formed a joint
venture company compris-
ing the National Hydro
Power Corporation (NHPC)
and Sutlej Jal Vidyut Nigam
to build the dam without
informing Bangladesh.

Later the prime minister's
International Affairs Adviser
Dr Gowher Rizvi visited India
and said India had proposed
Bangladesh's investing in the
Tipaimukh dam and getting
its due share of the 1,500 MW
electricity.

He said he was happy
with the Indian explanation
that the dam would not
harm Bangladesh.

At the invitation of the
Indian government, so far two
teams, a parliamentary
delegation and a group of

journalists, have visited India
to see the progress of the
Tipaimukh dam and check
thedamsite.

But the teams could only
get a bird's eye view of the
'dam site' and none of the
team could land at the site
dueto 'badweather'.

The members of
Bangladeshdelegation indude
formerdirectorgeneralofWater
and Resource Planning
Organisation (WARPO) MA
Kashem, chief engineer of the
Water Development Board,
director of WARPO economist
Md Shahjahan, Centre for
Environment and
Geographical Information
System (CEGIS) Deputy
Executive Director Mominul
Haque Sarkar, Soil and
Agriculture expert Anil
Chandra Aich, senior experts of
the Institute of Water Modelling
Md Sohel Masud, Munaz
Ahamed from Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology(BUET), DewanAl,
chairman of the Department of
Fisheries, University of Dhaka
and a representative of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Some quarters and green
campaigners have widely
criticised the team of experts

Sex strike to get opposition
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Police arrested about 120

opposition supporters last
week during clashes
between protesters and
security forces, according to
Togolese human rights
groups.

Government officials said
all but eight had been
released, and those still

detained were in possession
ofknives.

"You don't go demon-
strate with these," security
minister Damehane Yark
said of the weapons.

Demonstrators have
taken to the streets in the
capital of Lome for weeks to
protest new electoral
reforms they say favour the
ruling party ahead of
October's parliamentary
elections. They are seeking a
repeal of changes to the
electoral laws.

Protests continued
Saturday, with a female
opposition leader calling for

sex strikes starting today.

"I am inviting all women
to observe a one-week sex
strike, fasting and prayers to
set ourarrested brothers and
husbands free," said Isabelle
Ameganvi, leader of the
opposition Let's Save Togo.

"So all you ladies have to
keep the gate of your 'moth-
erland’' locked up to all men
from Monday up to Sunday.”

The opposition leader said
she is inspired by Liberian
Nobel laureate and current
President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf, who in 2003 called on
women in her nation to
observeasexstrike to press for
peace amid araging war.

Sex strikes have become a
common way of civil disobe-
dience in recent years. In
2009, Kenyvan women
pressed for a sexstrike to end
bickering among coalition
government officials.

Last year, a group of
women in a violence-plagued
area of the Philippines

slapped men with a sex ban
until they promised to quit
fighting. Their stand helped
end clashes in July between
villages in rural Mindanao
Island.

"We have power to change
things. We do not want to
remain in the kitchen, but we
can have our say in politics,”
Ameganvi said. "We cannot
stay hand-crossed, as our
children and husbands are
being keptin jail."

In addition to the sex
strike, she called on women
to wear a special colour
during a demonstration
Thursday.

"You all have to be
dressed up in red pants to
show your anger," she said,
amid cheers.

The actions will be
among a series of civil dis-
obedience events planned.

"If our people are not
released by Thursday, the
women are going to rush to
the prison naked to get them

released, only in red pants
and nothing else," she said.

The security minister said
any attempts to enter the
prison willlead to arrests.

"We await them," Yark
said." In a state of rule of law
like ours, we will get them
arrested for offending moral
values."

Togolese officials invited
the opposition for talks
Friday, but it turned down
the government invitation.

"We will not hold any
discussions with the govern-
ment except those aimed at
negotiating President Faure
Gnassingbe's departure
from power," said constitu-
tional law professor Zeus
Ajavon, an opposition sup-
porter.

Togo has been led by the
same family for more than
40 years.

Gnassingbe Eyadema
ruled for 38 years until his
death seven years ago. His son
hasled the nation since then.

PM stays soft on Mashiur
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integrity adviser of the
project, is the last hurdle for
the government to convince
the global lender to revive its
$1.2 billion loan that it had
cancelled in June over cor-
ruption allegations.

The government must
reach an agreement with the
WB by this week, as the loan
effectuation date given by
the project's co-financiers
ADB and Jica expires on
August 30. It was the fourth
time the two donors
extendedthe deadline.

TheWB gavea clearsignal
to the government that it

would withdraw the loan
cancellation if the govern-
ment implemented its three
conditions, including the
removal of Mashiur.

After meeting the prime
minister, Muhith directly
went to his official residence
on Minto Road. He did not
attend office yesterday and
cancelled the day's appoint-
ments at his office, said a
finance ministry official.

Reporters kept waiting in
front of his residence till
evening for comments.
Mubhith later sent out word
that he would not speak to the
press.

When reporters asked
Mashiur about his resigna-
tion at his Minto Road
residence, he avoided giving
a direct answer, and started
narratinga story.

“In the past, someone
was sacrificed to satisfy the
oods before the construction
of a huge building, and if
none was availableachicken
would be sacrificed. When
even a chicken was unavail-
able, its shadow was sacri-
ficed to make the building's
foundation strong.”

“In those days, shadow
business was done over
shadows. I think something

like that has happened in the
case of the Padma bridge
project.”

Mashiur said a person
should be given a chance to
defend himself before he is
held responsible for a condi-
tion. Otherwise, it would
notbe “civilized behaviour.”

“If there are any allega-
tions against me, it has to be
considered whether they
can be proved.”

“I have nothing to say
about my resignation.
However, if my resignation
solves the problem over the
World Bank's financing, [lam
ready to resign notonly once

RPO flouted
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the party constitution.

According to provisions of
the RPO and the AL charter,
members of Kapasia unit of
the AL were supposed to send
alist of aspirant candidatesto
the parliamentary board of
the party to choose one of
them to contest the by-polls.

"We did not send any such
list to the party parliamentary
board as itdid not seek it from
us," President of Kapasia
upazila AL Azgar Rashid Khan
told The Daily Staryesterday.

The AL parliamentary
board at a meeting on
Saturday with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, also
chief of AL, in the chair

nominated Rimi, daughter
of the country's first prime

minister Tajuddin Ahmad.
Contacted vyesterday,

Suranjit Sengupta, a mem-
ber of the board, however,
claimed that there was no
violation of the RPO in

nominating Rimi.
Suranjit said this was an

extraordinary nomination
as Rimi is the daughter of the
country's first premier. He
also said they picked her on
the basis of a “primary
report” from the party
grassroots to comply with
the RPO provisions.
Suranjit, also a member
of the AL advisory council,
said they would sit today to

complete necessary formali-
ties in line with the RPO.
Asked about it, Election
Commissioner Shah Nawaz
said the Election Commission
may lookinto the matter ifitis

broughtbeforeit.
The EC will also examine

whether Rimi has met
another provision of the RPO
that necessitates her becom-
ingamemberoftheALat least
for the last three years, he said.

As per a provision of the
RPO, an individual willing to
contest the parliamentary
polls with nomination from
a registered political party
must be a member of the

party atleast for three years.
Azgar Rashid, however,

said Rimi has primary mem-
bership of the party for more
than 12 years. “We all are
happy at her nomination |,
and all leaders and workers
of the party will work for her
intheelections,” he added.

The parliamentary seat
fell vacant following the
resignation of AL lawmaker
Tanjim Ahmad Sohel Taj,
who is Rimi's younger
brother,onJuly 7.

Shah Nawaz said theEChas
already received allegations
that some prospective
candidates have started
electioneering through
posters, leaflets and banners.
"Such electioneeringright now
is illegal. We will take action
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