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tradition of fine art is unique throughout the South Asian
diaspora.
“Athena Gallery aims to represent the wide range of styles

“unique”, Apurba conveyed thanks to his
viewers for their highly favourable
response to the productions.

02:25 Shudhu Cinemar Gaan 10:20  Magazine Programme

> : e . - ; : and techniques that are being mastered by our artists. M :
i i e R T Apurba also appeared with Sumaiya M _ql o B & At ard -t} g y Ekti Phul Othoba
& Shimu in Ferdous Hasan Rana's drama i l:;lmnais IIJ}EJ romote Bangla e :;n. S Shubhongkorer
soon in the Haors e ol sl Thve s st v i - ~{
ated. So, my aim is to give recognition to the talents in our OnDeshTVat |

director's tele-film “Chompakoli and
Modon Kumar” where he was cast with
Monalisa.

Apurba said he had lost track of all the
productions in which he had played his
part for Eid, but they included “'Phooler
Boyosh”, “Joler Aaina-e Mukh", “Kacha
Paka”, “Chor Chor” etc. He has worked with
actresses like Tarin, Rakhi, Jenny, Mimo,
Sumaiya Shimu and Badhon in the plays.

Apurba spent Eid in Dhaka with his
family. His focus was on his mother, father,
wife and close family members.

Apurba becomes nostalgic when her
remembers how he celebrated Eid in his
childhood, saying that he misses the feel-
ing of joy which continued for weeks

country. The gallery invites well-known critics, historians,
curators and painters from all over the world as part of its
initiatives. Regular exhibitions, discussions and workshops
will also be a vital part of the gallery's activities.”

Nilu wants both seasoned and upcoming artists to be given  Nilu Murshed

the opportunity to display, sell and discuss their works. This is workshops, and various other cultural events.”
in addition to an in-house collection of precious treasures As part of the gallery's inauguration, Athena Gallery
from some of our most celebrated artists like Zainul Abedin, recently organised a group art exhibition, featuring works of
Safiuddin Ahmed, Anwarul Haq, SM Sultan, Quamrul Hassan,  both prominent and young Bangladeshi painters. The exhibi-
Mohammad Kibria, Rashid Chowdhury, Aminul Islam, Abdur  tion displayed some rare pieces by master artists like Zainul
Razzaque, Nurul Islam, Mobinul Azim and others. Abedin, Quamrul Hassan and Rashid Chowdhury. The show
Featuring state of the art walls set on movable tracks, the featured 150 paintings, drawings, prints, ceramics, installa-
gallery ensures that guests get a different visual experience. tions and tapestry by 67 artists. Among the participating
Nilu says, “At the gallery, viewers can browse through a wide  painters were: Murtaja Baseer, Mustafa Monowar, Syed
selection of art, journals and cultural publications. Besides Jahangir, Samarjit Roy Chowdhury, Monirul Islam, Ranjit Das,
frequent group and solo exhibitions of various mediums, in the Mohammad Eunus, Kanak Chanpa Chakma, Mohammad
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ZAHANGIR ALOM recently returned from Kalmakanda, Tanguar Haor, Shonir Haor,
teeeressssseesressanseeseerennseneasransesessranaseassrrnnneessssnnsennsnsrnnnenssnnnnenennnnnennees MAILYAT Haor, Barikkya Tila, Bangal Bhita, Borochhora, Laur Gor and
Tahirpur of the region that is adjacent to the hilly Meghalaya border of
India. Tanguar Haor is the biggest among all the haors of the region.

It was a four-day unique tour on a trawler and we enjoyed all the
beauty of monsoon, including clouds flying across the hills of
Meghalaya beside Laur Gor, ephemeral rainbow over the Jadukata
river, amazing sunset, serenading raindrops at night, midnight flashes
of lightening at Tahirpur, bathing in the warm water of Laur Gor foun-
tain and much more,

The sweetest memories amongst all, of course, were feasting on
kedgeree with fresh fried fish of Tanguar Haor, taking photographs,
playing music on the guitar and spontaneous laughter amid unbridled
freedom and fun. In a word, it was really an astounding trip to the
haor region of Bangladesh.

The well loved monsoon, a unique season in Bangladesh, showcases her
multifaceted natural beauty in floating clouds, flashes of lightening,
pattering rain, a glimpse of a rainbow, rain-drenched fresh greenery,
mighty rivers and haor (a large stretch of land that turns into a lake
during the rainy season) replete with fish and other forms of aquatic life.

To savour the splendour of the monsoon, it is best to take a trip to
the haor region stretching from Netrakona to Sunamganj, of Bangla-
desh. Generally the haor region remains under water for six months
with the onset of the monsoon, while lush green paddy fields along
with a large number of migratory birds prevail in the other half all
through winter.

Most residents of the haor region are busy fishing during the rainy
season. We (a seven member troupe including three journalists)
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Bengal Gallery wins Top Influential

hoped it could be properly restored.

Cecilia Gimenez, who is in her 80s, was reportedly
upset at the way the fresco had deteriorated and took it on
herself to "restore” the image.

She claimed to have had the permission of the priest to

hefore Fid even arrived. future visitors can also expect to attend educational seminars,  Igbal and others. On BANGLAVISION
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Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts has won the
Top Influential Galleries Award at the
15th Beijing International Art Expo 2012.
The 15th Beijing International Art Exposi-
tion was inaugurated on August 16 at the
China World Trade Centre, which was
organised by the Ministry of Culture of
the People's Republic of China. Over 130
galleries from 16 countries took part at
the five-day festival.

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts, Dhaka in
collaboration with the Embassy of Ban-
gladesh in Beijing arranged the Bangla-
desh booth at the expo, where 30
artworks including oil, acrylic, drawing
and video installation were exhibited.

The participating Bangladeshi artists
were Quayyum Chowdhury, Rafiqun
Nabi, Monirul Islam, Kanak Chanpa

(From left) Kanak Chanpa Chakma, Subir Chowdhury, Maksuda Igbal Nipa and Biswajit

Goswami attended the expo.

Chakma, Maksuda Igbal Nipa, Yasmin
Jahan Nupur and Biswajit Goswami.
Subir Chowdhury, director of Bengal

Gallery of Fine Arts; artists Kanak Chanpa
Chakma, Maksuda Igbal Nipa and
Biswajit Goswami attended the expo.

The once-dignified portrait now resembles a crayon
sketch of a very hairy monkey in an ill-fitting tunic, he
says.

The woman appears to have realised she was out of her
depth and contacted Juan Maria Ojeda, the city councillor
in charge of cultural affairs.

Teresa Garcia, granddaughter of Elias Garcia
Martinez, said the woman had painted the tunic before,
but the fresco got disfigured when she painted Christ's
head.

Art historians are expected to meet at the church soon
to discuss how to proceed.

Ojeda said: “[ think she had good intentions. Next week
she will meet with a repairer and explain what kind of
materials she used.

“If we can't fix it, we will probably cover the wall with a
photo of the painting.”

The fresco is not thought to be very valuable, but has a
high sentimental value for local people.
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