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was noted as an urban poet, columnist and
journalist. He emerged in the latter half of the
20th century, wrote more than 60 books of
poetry and is considered a key figure in Bengali

day. If he were alive, he would've given me his blessings on
Eid. Maybe he will bless me from afar this year.

['ll spend Eid with my mother and sister. If [ am invited
to someone's house, [ would opt for a sari. Only a little
makeup will do, as I never overdo it. A variety of dishes will
be cooked at our house that we all enjoy together. If [ get
some time to myself, I'll lie down and read a book. I'll also
try to see my TV plays as well as those of others.

Zahid Hasan

I'll spend my Eid vacation both in Dhaka and Sirajganj. As
every year, I'll visit my village home in Sirajganj. It's also
possible that I'll offer my Eid prayers in Sirajganj; or else I'll
visit there a day after Eid. I want to enjoy the few festive

chatting with them and enjoying scrumptious food
together. Being able to relax, free from anxiety is a very

leisure time will be spent with my mother, sister, her kids
and my brother-in-law. I will deck up in new clothes and
wear makeup on the occasion. Eid never feels festive until I
taste my mother's special 'Payesh’. As long as [ can remem-
ber, I've enjoyed the wonderful delicacy prepared by my
mother. But on Eid days, somehow the taste is enhanced
into something out of this world.

The adda sessions will begin at anytime during Eid
day. My friends will drop by at our house and we will
chat, eat and have a good time together. I also plan to
visit some of my close ones. There will be no busy shoot-
ing schedule during the Eid break. After Eid day, I will
spend most of my time watching TV. I won't miss my own
dramas. I plan to watch and enjoy them with my family. I

[ feel like this is the best Eid of my life. So, I plan on spend-
ing this Eid in a very content manner. ['m saying that this is
the best Eid so far, as this will be the first time I will spend
the occasion as a father. This is my first Eid with my daugh-

Sabbir will also be starring in “Shubho Bibaho', a seven-
episode mini-series directed by Zahid Hasan. Desh TV will
air the play for seven consecutive days from Eid. The play
has been shot in Sirajganj. Although he has visited Sirajganj
for shoots on several previous occasions, Sabbir says the
experience of shooting “Shubho Bibaho" was far more fun.

Meanwhile, three Eid plays directed by Sabbir will be
aired during the festival. He is both the director and actor in
the plays “Alal Dulal”, “Kuddus Mama" and “Makeup Man".
Saying that he has taken great care in making the plays,
Sabbir informed that all the dramas were shot in Dhaka.

BTV will air three more plays by the actor: “Made in
Barisal”, “First Boy” and another still untitled drama. Sabbir

disappointed as all of the dramas have a good storylines,
characters and scripts.

Maasranga television will also air a telefilm by Sabbir,
directed by Himel Ashraf and written by Anisul Hag. Sabbir

A versatile |
genius

Takir HOSSAIN

Murtaja Baseer, considered one of the foremost painters of Bangla-
desh, has established his individual style. He is also known as a versa-
tile genius. Throughout his illustrious career, Baseer has gradually
transformed his working style into abstract realism.

still actively exploring the diverse world of art. He has done a series of
works articulating contemporary life and issues. Hope, aspiration,
longing, deprivation and visions are evoked with passion in his
images.
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Rahman was born on October 23, 1929 at his
grandfather's residence in Dhaka. He was the
fourth of 13 children. He studied at Pogose High
School, Dhaka College and Dhaka University.
Among his famed works are “Roudro Korotite”,

e L S i to enjoy a happy Eid with their daughters. ‘ ] : S e
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he also contributed to the realms of essays, [ will spend the Fid vacation in Dhaka with my husband. I Qatar at the end of August to shoot for Mahfuz Ahmed's aseer's first published poem was “Parbe Na”. The poem delve e |

stories, novels, translations and columns.
Rabindra Bharati University and Jadavpur
University of India conferred honorary D.Lit.
degrees on him. His poems have been trans-
lated in many languages. Rahman was a recipi-
ent of Swadhinata Padak, Ekushey Padak,
Adamjee Puroshkar, Bangla Academy

one special drama this Eid. I feel that I've worked more than
enough for a lifetime. Now is the time to pay more attention
to my child.

My daughter is still an infant. She just gazes at me and
smiles. [ smile back and try to talk to her. I want every father

hope to have a good time during Eid. Nowadays, the work-
load has increased due to the burgeoning of TV channels.
Like all other artistes, I have to work in many Eid dramas. I
hardly get a break until Eid arrives, allowing me the time to
have a well deserved rest.

Lots of delicacies will be prepared at home during Eid.
Many relatives and friends from the media will also come to

good this year, points out Sabbir.

The star will spend Eid in Dhaka with his family. Although
he wants to go outside the capital during Eid, his busy
shooting schedule bars him from doing so. Reminiscing on
his childhood Eid days, Sabbir says those were the real fes-
tive days. However, looking at his own child takes him back

serial “Maago Tomar Jonnyo'.

Sajal

As every year, I only have one plan for Eid: to sleep through
the day. I'm busy round the clock throughout the year and
hardly have any time to rest. So during the three days of Eid,
[ prefer to stay indoors and enjoy a well deserved sleep. 1

titled “Ultramarine”. The novel was based on the contemporary life in
Kolkata and the prevailing social issues. He had published a collection
of short stories called "Kanch-er Pakhir Gaan” in 1969. He wrote two
more novels -- “Mitar Shangey Char Shandha” and “Amitakkhar”. He
has a collection of selected works, “Murtaja Baseer: Murto O Bimurto”.

deep into patriotism and socialism. It was included in “Ora Pran Dilo”,
a compilation of poems on the Language Movement, which was pub-
lished from Calcutta (now Kolkata) in 1952.

Reading Baseer's poetry is like undergoing an emotional journey. As
a poet, he is a modernist in the whole sense. His style is unquestion-
ably unique, expressive and easily comprehensible. When readings his
poems, one feels the yearnings of a lonely soul, unbound sorrow, the
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Cast: Colin Farrell,
Keira Knightley
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Syed Manzoorul Islam, Professor, for Cultural Relations (ICCR). His work “Mudra O Shilalipir Aloke \Live) 198 Dreans Thiteen
Department of English, University of Dhaka, Banglar Habshi Sultan O Tothkalin Samaj” was published in 2004. Rtv 01:45  Final Destination
talked about Shamsur Rahman and his poems. Several articles by Baseer have been published in the Journal of the 10:10  Doctor's Prescription 03:45  Final Destination 2
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decades, he wrote numerous poems and pub- “The Wings” is one of his noteworthy series, comprising of 37 paint- 0345 NatunerJayogaan (Live) ~ 07:30  Rush Hour

: : . . . e 5. 3 : 05:30 Game Show: Ghar-e 09:30 Harry Potter and the

lished over a 100 books. His poetry remarkably ings, articulating truth, beauty, romanticism and spirituality. The most Bairey R
articulates urban alienation. He was deeply significant part of the series is that all of the works have a deep corre- 0735 R Music y

influenced by Jibanananda Das and

Sudhindranath Datta.”
Noted poet Shujauddin Kaisar said, “I met

him in the mid '70s. At that time he was very
popular among promising writers of Dhaka
University. Rahman was not light reading.”

lation but each painting denotes its individuality. Baseer has main-
tained continuity in his works. Subtle forms and colours create a pan-
oramic impact in his works. Hope, aspiration and strange visions are
evoked with passion in his images. He has held several solo and group
exhibitions in different parts of the world and has received a number
of prestigious awards.
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Fantasy Kingdom, Water Kingdom, Heritage =~ 00" pool, lazy river and facilities for smaller ® The movie is the first feature film by Tareque Masud which is based ’ . e | ftv 1:450m, 6:45pm, 10:45pm,
3 ’ children. The highlight is the wave pool. More- his childhood - : d in the tl al ) = . i : News (Bangla) at 2pm, Desh TV
Park, X-treme Racing Go-kart and Motel | he clid d. fapail | onhisc ood experience in a madrasa in the then rural East m =1 7:30pm. 10:30pm. News (Bangla) at 2pm,
Atlantis, and is a delight for children and OVEUIIC Qresis st e wor ey LNy ooy, Pakistan during the turbulent 1960s. Before the film, Masud made S E z | ETV 7pm, 9pm, 11pm.
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In Chittagong, Concord entertains the INg Zone. ® The film bagged the FIPRESCI Prize in the section Directors’ tpm. g |

Fortnight (outside competition) in 2002 Cannes Film Festival. The
jury board selected the film for “its authentic, moving and deli-
cate portrayal of a country struggling for its democratic rights”.

® While the film was not nominated for an Oscar, it was
Bangladesh's first film ever to be submitted to the Academy
Awards for consideration to compete in the Best Foreign
Language Film category.

® [n 2002, the film also won “Best Screenplay” award in Marrakech

public with Foy's Lake Amusement World, Sea At h.dmel Atlantis one can take a break from
World and Foy's Lake Resort. a hectic day. :

Keeping in mind that people would love to Chittagong residents have access to Foy's
let their hair down this Eid, Fantasy Kingdom  Lake Resort, a unique getaway where one can
and Foy's Lake authorities offer special stay while enjoying the scenic beauty of Foy's
arrangements in the holiday season. Addi- Lake. The Resort at Foy's Lake is open all year
tionally, concert with dance show, D] show round.
and acrobat show will be arranged. The Fan- Facilities include exciting rides at Adven-
tasy Kingdom will be decorated with a color-  ture Land and Sea World (water park), BBQ International Film Festival, Morocco.
ful look for Eid celebrations. nights, cultural programmes, boat rides on ® In March 2011, the film was shown as part of “screening of world

This festive season take a glimpse at what  the lake, concerts and shows featuring leading \ classics” by the New York State Writers Institute in USA.
Concord has to offer in Ashulia and artistes.
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