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Cyclists ride past the burnt-out wreckage of a bus at Udiana village in Kamrup district, some 50 kms from Guwahati in

20 Shia pulled
off Pakistan
bus, shot dead

AFP, Peshawar, Pakistan

Gunmen pulled 20 Shia
Muslims from a bus and
killed them at point blank
range in Pakistan yesterday,
the third such incident in six
months, officials said.

The incident happened in
the northwestern district of
Mansehra as the bus was
travelling between Rawalpindi,
the headquarters of the
Pakistani army, and the mainly
Shianorthern city of Gilgit.

Officials said it was
ambushed in the hills of
Babusar Top, around 160
kilometres north of the
capital Islamabad, although
they differed over details of
the incident.

"Tento 12 people wearing
army uniform stopped the

bus and forced some people
off the bus," said Khalid
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Singapore hits back
US on human rights

AFP, Singapore

Key Taliban
member calls
for end to war

AFP, lsiamabad

Singapore yesterday angrily accused Washington of "double
standards" on human rights after a US State Department annual
reportcriticised the city-state's tough internal-security laws.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) said the US report
"again includes the same gross inaccuracies and misrepre-
sentations of the Singapore Government's policies that we
have rebutted in detail year after year”.

The US report said Singapore's continued use of the Internal
Security Act (ISA), which allows for detention without trial, gave
the government "broad powers" to curtail citizens' rights.

The ISA provides the government "with the power to
limit, on vaguely defined national security grounds, the
scope of certain fundamental liberties that otherwise are
provided forin the constitution”, according to the US report.

But it acknowledged that the ISA has been used in recent
years against alleged terrorists, and not members of the
political opposition.

"We are disturbed by the double standards applied to the
US' criticism of our (ISA), which is meant to address threats
to internal security, including threats to public order, com-
munal and religious harmony, and subversive and terrorist
activities," Singapore's foreign ministry said.

[t asked how Washington can reconcile its criticism of the
[SA with the existence of US detention facilities at

A key member of the Taliban
has called for an end to the 10-
year war in Afghanistan and
for peace talks, demanding
prisoner releases and an end
to sanctions on rebel leaders
to quicken the process.

"All sides should stop
fighting and solve all their
differences through dialogue
and negotiations," wrote
Mullah Agha Jan Motasim,
who until 2009 headed the
political committee and is still
influential in some Taliban
circles, in a statement sent to
AFP

Motasim, who was finance
minister in the 1996-2001
Taliban regime, welcomed
"important preliminary steps”
from all sides, such as the lifting
of UN sanctions on former
regime members, and said that

India's Assam state yesterday. An angry mob torched a bus and burnt a road bridge in a restive region of northeast RHDARERE, SRSIILISIRAIOn | o, o RO as a result the Taliban were
India yesterday as violence blamed for a spike in inter-religious tension across the country flared again. chiefin Mansehra, i inclined towardsdialogue”.

Hypersonic
jet fails Mach
6 test

AFP, Washington

Aflight test of an experimental
unmanned vehicle designed
to fly at hypersonic speeds has
ended in failure, the US Air

Black Hawk downed in

Afghanistan;

AFP, Kandahar

A Nato Black Hawk helicopter came down in
southern Afghanistan yesterday, killing
seven American soldiers and four Afghans,
the military said, as Taliban insurgents

11 killed

been used against the helicopter.

"The helicopter was destroyed and all the
crew and soldiers inside were killed,"
Ahmadi said.

"The Nato helicopter was hit by a Taliban
rocket in Khashir area of Chenarto village in

"After checking their
papers, they opened fire and
at least 20 people are
reported to have been killed.
This is initial information
and the final toll may go up.
They are all Shias," he said.

Local police official
Shafiq Gul told AFP that the
cunmen were masked, but
said the victims were pulled
from three separate vehicles
in the district.

"By contrast to the Guantanamo detention facilities,
which exist outside the framework of US law, the ISA pro-
vides a proper legal framework, and prescribes rules, for

preventive detention,” the foreign ministry said.
The US report said Singapore's parliamentary elections

in May 2011 and a presidential vote three months later were
"generally free and fair".

However, it said the ruling People's Action Party "bene-
fited from the use of legal restrictions that handicap the
political opposition”.

The report also addressed Singapore's use of caning as a
punishment for certain crimes, and government restrictions
on public assembly and freedom of the press.

But he called on the United
Nations and United States to
remove remaining Taliban
names from the blacklist and
demanded the immediate
release from Guantanamo
BayofTaliban leaders.

"We believe that such
steps of international com-
munity would help in bring-
ing peace and stability and
would become a source of
persuading leaders of
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