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Chanting slogans and moving around the stage, the performers create a theatre- like environment.
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Germany on August 11, 2004. Prior
to his death, Humayun was attacked
brutally by religious fanatics on

perhaps formed as an expression of devotion. Most songs
glorified some deity or mythological accounts, while
some depicted lifestyles of different classes. However, all
that changed in last two hundred years.

The 19th century saw a revolution in the realm of
Bangla music. Thanks to a breed of immensely talented
poets, composers, artistes and musicians, Bangla music
outshined its contemporaries in the region during what
was considered its golden age.

[nterestingly enough, the idea that music can spark
nationalistic sentiments among masses was also realised
in 19th century Bengal. These songs can be categorised as
patriotic songs (glorifying the land) and people's songs or
'Gano Sangeet’ (themed on struggles of the people).

Bangla patriotic songs are believed to have appeared
first at the beginning of the 19th century through the

sphere for writers like Bankimchandra Chattyopadhyay
and Dinabandhu Mitra.

Bangla patriotic songs attained wide recognition dur-
ing the 'Swadeshi Movement' (part of the Indian inde-
pendence movement against the British Raj, encouraging
use of everything local and discouraging British goods).

respectively.
Rashed Hasan with his lucid
voice recited “Shab Kichhu

other patriotic classics by Tagore are: “Jodi tor daak
shuney keu na ashey” (one of Mahatma Gandhi's
favourites), “Chitto jetha bhoyshunno” and "0 amar
desher mati”.

Rajanikanta Sen, influenced by Tagore, composed a
number of patriotic songs. “Mayer deya mota kapor
mathaye tuley nerey bhai” was hummed by the youth
during the movement against the Raj; the nationalistic
appeal of the song remains undiminished.

Atulprasad Sen, who wrote relatively few songs com-
pared to his contemporaries, carved a niche for himself in
the cultural scene dominated by Tagore. The poet and

During the Language Movement, the

vated political activists, freedom
fighters and the masses that wanted
emancipation from repression.

Mariam, Naila Zaman, Bipul Bhattacharjee, Mahmudur
Rahman Benu, Debu Chowdhury and others -- going
from camp to camp, singing to refugees and freedom
fighters to boost their morale (featured in the documen-
tary "Muktir Gaan”, directed by Tareque Masud and
Catherine Masud).

According to Shaheen, “We used to sing the Tagore
song 'Oi pohailo timir raati', Nazrul song 'Karar oi louho
kapat', Mushad Ali's 'Shonen shonen bhaishob', 'Barri-
cade bayonet berajaal’ (written by Abu Bakar Siddiqui
and composed by Shadhan Sarkar), Sarwar Jahan's 'Jago
jago’, Sheikh Lutfar Rahman's 'Bisham doirar dheu' and
many more.

“This was our contribution to the war. The sight of
freedom fighters being moved to tears while listening to
these songs is something I'll never forget.”

kori” (rendered by Apel Mahmud), “Bicharpati ebar tomar
korbey bichar ei jonota”, “Shona shona boley”, “Salam
salam hajar salam” (sung by Abdul Jabbar) and “Ek shagor
rokter binimoye”.

The post-Liberation War period saw a range of patri-
otic and people's songs. Talented lyricists and music

directed by Golam Sarwar, depicts unful-
filled post-war dreams and searches for a
way out.

Although Kanthoshilan has earned recog-
nition as a recitation organisation, it has
occasionally been producing stage plays
over the years. This is the sixth such initia-
tive by the organisation.

The over one-hour play highlights only
three characters: a playwright, his daughter
and a political leader who is a close friend of
the playwright. As there were few performers,
the sequences were extended conversations--
either between the playwright and his daugh-

the performers were significantly poetic and
based on literature. As the protagonist is a
playwright-author, the conversation
between him and his daughter stood out as
inspirational and thought provoking.

been shattered over the years and questions
what else can rouse the masses.

We see a helpless individual in the play-
wright in both cases-- with his daughter and
his friend. Hopes finally come as his daugh-
ter, a representative of "uttar bangho’ or the
post-war generation leads the way to take
the struggle further.

Omar Faruque, Ira Rahman and ]M Marut
Siddiqui enacted the roles of the playwright,
his daughter and the leader respectively.

A group of performers also took partin a
chorus throughout the play, which at times
created visuals of torture and atrocities by
the Pakistani Army. Masud Rana did the set

Atiqul Islam did the light designing.
Tahsinur Rahman's music highlighted
selected tlute recitations that comple-
mented the soft dialogues.

Syed Shamsul Haqg along with
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ning was held at District Shipakala
Academy in the port city on Sunday.
To mark the 8th death anniver-
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“Ghumiye Parar Agey Bajuk Bansi,
Uthuk Beje”.

Born in 1947 at Rarhikhal of
Munshiganj district, Humayun

from his political satire novel “Pak
Sar Zamin Shadbad” by Munna. The
one-hour long story depicted how
the courageous writer was attacked

The script was successfully inter-
woven with 26 poems, two texts of
the scholar and three news items of
the time when he was attacked by

Amra” by Sharmistha Barua and
“Biswas” by Tajul Islam are worth
mentioning.

This period in Bangla music saw the emergence of
creative titans -- Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul Islam,
Dwijendralal Roy, Rajanikanta Sen and Atulprasad Sen.

reflected in these songs. Roy, however, did not reject
western musical traits. “Dhano dhanya pushpobhora”
for instance is based on Raga Kedara but the line “Shey
je amar jonmobhumi”, with three types of musical
tempo, follows the English music pattern. This trend of

enhanced the inner messages of the
recitation.

The programme ended with the
group recitation “Bhalo theko phul,

way again among the masses during the Language
Movement (1952) and the Liberation War.
The National Poet of Bangladesh, Kazi Nazrul Islam,

tion in classical music and Persian, Arabic, Sanskrit litera-
ture, inspirational songs by Nazrul were hard hitting,
Among them, “Karar oi louho kapat”, “Shikal porar chhal
moder”, “Durgam giri kantar moru”, "Amra shakti amra

tomader naam lekha robey na...gyanijon gunider
ashorey tomader kotha keu kobey na”, Listeners still
hum “Shobkota janala khuley dao na” with Sabina
Yasmeen.

about the scenic beauty of the country but point out the
bitter reality. Many agree when Hyder Husyn sings
“Shadhinota ki hotel-e hotel-e grand fashion show?
Swadhinota ki aunner khojey kishori promodbala?” or
“Keuba gorey shonar Bangla, keu swanirbhor

:
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queensSrideviboth on the big screen as well
as on the ramp.The 49-year-old actress not
only prepares for the commercial release of
her first feature film after a hiatus of 15
years but walked the ramp looking gorgeous

Seraj, will be aired on the third day of Eid at 3:05pm.
The game show zeroes in on people from remote areas
and reveals how they enjoy Eid day with rural and tradi-
tional events. This episode features the culture of high-
lands and lowlands, their livelihoods and struggles. The

But it drew criticism for delaying the broadcast of

popular events until primetime hours.
Viewers also complained of problems with online

streaming and edited versions of the opening and clos-

to highlight the lifestyle and struggle of people who live
in remote areas of the country.

Regular segments include traditional games such as pillow
fight, walking on a horizontally placed bamboo, chocolate
race, catching ducks in the water bodies and many more. The

watched and cheered by her husband-
producer Boney Kapoor and daughter
JThanvi, the actress, who turned 49 on Mon-
day last, praised Sabyasachi for designing

Meanwhile, the BBC said its coverage of the Olym-
pics was watched by 90% of the UK's population and
that 51.9 million people had watched at least 15 min-
utes of coverage.

BBC One controller Danny Cohen said the Games
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all come from the “Haor” and “bhati” areas. With time, the ~ hardships. at providing entertainment for all. black blouse.Sridevi, who brought the cur- a5 the designer informed, from New York, Yet NBC enraged some viewers by leaving the cere-  source: mac 08:15pm  Radio Chocolate

0%30pm  Kamini
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08:15pm  Bokulpurer

tains down for the third edition of a couture
week, would not have found a better plat-
form to promote her upcoming film "Eng-
lish Vinglish''. She was accompanied by the
film's director Gauri Shinde. Sabyasachi has
worked on Sridevi''s costumes in the

Maasranga Television
08:30pm  Khonikaloy

Kolkata, Berlin, Paris and Barcelona - and
consisted of Ghagra skirts, sarees, lehengas,
churidar kurtas and sherwanis in shades of
green, off-white, red, orange and brown.
The designer returned the compliments
of the actress saying "I am so happy that

Beetle Baily by Mort Walker
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