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Yelena Isinbayeva: Gontent with bronze

LONDON 2012
IN SNAPSHOTS

The London 2012 Olympic Games has ended, leaving a
lasting impression on sportslovers across the world.

Some 17000 athletes from 204 countries competed for 302
events in 26 disciplines. These were the Games in which US
swimmer Michael Phelps cemented his place as the great-
est Olympian of all time while Jamaican sprint king Usain
Bolt proved he is the greatest sprinter ever born. But it was
much more than just Bolt and Phelps. Mo Farah, David
Rudisha, Caster Semenya, the Chinese divers, the Russian
gymnasts and the Jamaican and American sprinters made it
a memorable Games and arguably the best ever.

These Games was also made special by the participation of
South African 400-metre sprinter Oscar Pistorius, who made
history by becoming the first double-amputee to take partin
the Olympics. London 2012 was also the first Games where
all teams had at least one female athlete with Saudi Arabia,
Qatar and Brunei sending their first women athletes.

The record books show that USA once again proved they are
the sporting superpower of the world, snatching the baton of
dominance away from China who ruled the roost in Beijing
four years ago. The biggest winners, though, were the hosts
Britain, who reaped the fruits of eight years of investment by
winning their best medal haulin a hundred years.

The last sixteen days witnessed stories of tremendous human
endeavour and sporting excellence. There were tears of joy
and of sorrow, moments of great jubilation and of despair.
During these Games, London truly became the heartbeat
of the world. The onus now rests on Rio de Janeiro to

emulate.
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