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The Passur River finally awaits start of excavation work to maintain navigability of the important channel adjoining the Mongla Port in Khulna district

after a Malayasian company got the Tk 132-crore work order as the lowest bidder in a tender, called for the fifth time for the purpose.

No time to have a breather

Handiwork artists busy as Eid nears

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

About 150 handiwork artists
at a workshop in a remote
village under Dashmina
upazila in Patuakhali district
are passing busy time ahead
of the Eid ul Fitr as artisti-
cally designed clothes sup-
plied from there is of high

demand during the festival.
"I receive order for

designed clothes from dif-
ferent shopping malls
including Arong in Dhaka.

We get order round the year
but the demand rises ahead
of different festivals like Eid
ul Fitr, Eid ul Azha, Durga
Pujaetc," said Abdul Hai, 45,
who along with his wife
Shirin Begum, 38, set up the
workshop at Bogi Bazar in
Dashmnaupazilain 2002.

"We mainly receive order
bothmenand women'sclothes
including salwar, kamiz, orna,
punjabi and fotua. This season
we got Tk 5 lakh work order. We
do works with colourful stones,
chumki, pipe, and glass that
makes the clothes attractive
andvaluable," hesaid.

After undergoing six-
month training on handi-
craft in Mymensing organ-

ised by NGO Terre Des
Homes Netherlands, the
couple helped their three

daughterstolearntheart.
Later many young girls

and housewives from differ-
ent villages including Bogi
and Banshbari of Dashmina
upazila and Dashpara and
Korpurkathi of Baufal
upazila area got employ-
ment at the workshop.

A piece of cloth costing Tk
200 to 800 becomes sellable
for Tk 2000 to 15000,
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Dashmina upazila
under Patuakhali
district does
artistic needle-
work, setting
chumki, stone,
pipe, glass etc to
turn otherwise
ordinary clothes
into attractive
'Eid dresses' as
those are in great
demand ahead of
the festival.
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depending on the quality
and amount of the artwork.
They are now working
long hours to deliver artisti-
cally designed clothes as per
order from shopping malls
at different places including

capital Dhaka.
"I worked 15 hours to

make this cloth beautiful
with colourful designs and
handiwork. Now it is worth
Tk 3500. As the demand for
such clothes has increased
ahead of Eid, we have to work

even during the night to
ensure timely delivery,” said
Mariom, a worker of the
workshop, while tying a piece
ofcloth to awooden frame.
"Normally we earn Tk
3,000 to 4,000 amonth but our
income doubles during the
Eid season. My earning from
here helps me to contribute to
my family, especially for edu-
cation of my children," said
Rina Begum, 35, an artist
working at the workshop.
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Rangpur municipality files 'set afire’
Former secy accused, RCC forms probe body

A CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

A former secretary of now
defunct Rangpur munici-
pality on Thursday alleg-
edly burnt a huge number
of files containing impor-
tant documents of the
municipality.

A few staffs of Rangpur
City Corporation (RCC)
alleged that Moshiur
Rahman along with his men

entered the administrative
office of the corporation at
noon and took away the
files without the knowledge
of the authorities.

Later, he set the files on
fire at a toilet of RCC, they
said.

They also said Moshiur
burnt the files to ruin the
evidence of corruption by a
top official of the former
municipality.

Contacted, Moshiur said
he went to the office to keep
the files in order before
handing them over to the
new secretary of RCC.

“But an office attendant
while cleaning my room
took away a few files mis-
taking them for waste
papers and set those on fire
on the office premises”, he
added.

“A probe committee led

by corporation secretary
Aktar Hossain has
formed in this regard and
asked to submit report
within seven working days’,

been

sald Karzi Hasan Ahmed,
administrator of RCC.

Moshiur was transferred
to Nilphamari municipality
recently and supposed to
join there today, said RCC
sources.

Passengers
suffer for
roadblock
by Sramik
League

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

Thousands of home-bound
passengers yesterday faced
immense suffering as Sramik
League blocked Comilla-
Sylhet highway at
Madhyapara under
Brahmanbaria municipality,
demanding release of the
district unit general secretary.

MA Malek Chowdhury,
general secretary of Sramik
League Brahmanbaria unit,
was arrested on Friday evening
on charge of stabbing district
Jubo League Organising
Secretary Mushtague Ahmed

Locals said a group of
Sramik League men stabbed
Mushtaque in the town on
the day as a sequel to a
rivalry between the two
associate bodies of the rul-
ing Awami League.

The workers and leaders of
Sramik League barricaded the
highway at 1:00pm, creating
tailbacks on both sides of the
road at Madhyapara point.
The also burnt tyres and
chanted slogans demanding
release oftheirleader.

Law enforcers from
Brahmanbaria Sadar PS
rushed to the spot, pacified
the agitating Sramik League
men and removed the barri-
cade from the road at
around 2:30pm.

Md Kawser Ahmed, presi-
dent ofdistrict Sramik League,
said they will sit with the lead-
ersofother trade unionsin the
district today to discuss the
nextcourse of action.

“We will declare agitation
programme, demanding
release of Malek Chowdhury,”
he said.

Contacted, Officer in-
Charge (OC) of Sadar Police
Station Md Abdur Rab said they
arrested Malek Chowdhury
following a case filed by Jubo
Leagueagainst him.
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PREPARING VGF CARDS IN PABNA

Interference by AL men
creates stalemate

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

The final lists of ultra-poor
people for issuing VGF
(Vulnerable Group
Feeding) cards in nine
upazilas of the district are
yet to be completed due to
alleged interterence of the
ruling party men although
August 14 is the deadline for
submission.

Chairmen and mayors of
72 union parishads and
nine municipalities said the
local AL leaders have cre-
ated the stalemate in listing
the ultra poor people as
they are putting pressure on
them to issue half of the
total VGF cards to the
names they recommended.

Things turned out vio-
lent on August 4 when the
ruling party men vanda-
lised Ekdanta Union
Parishad office and
assaulted the UP chairman
and four members who did
not pay heed to the demand
oflocal AL men.

Unable to reach a com-
promise with the ruling
party men, the union
parishad is yet to prepare
the VGF list for submission

to the Project
Implementation Office
(PIEN):

On the occasion of Eid-
ul-Fitr, the Ministry of Food
and Disaster Management
on July 25 approved special
VGF cards for ultra poor
people in the district to
receive a single handout of
10 kgrice each.

Sources in the district
relief and rehabilitation
office (DRRO) said atotal of 2,
06,795 VGF cards have been
granted for Pabna ahead of
Eid. This is the highest allot-
ment of such cards in the
district, theysaid.

If the lists are not submit-
ted within August 14, the
ultra poor people will not
get the rice betore Eid, the
sources added.

The union parishad
chairmen, most of whom
belong to BNP and Jamaat,
claimed that they could not
make the VGF list till Friday
due to lack of "understand-
ing” with the ruling party
men.

Ali Reza Kakon, chair-
man of Malonchi Union
parishad under Pabna
Sadar upazila, said he has

got 2,084 VGF cards but the
ruling party leaders are
asking for 50 percent share
of the cards.

The chairman and mem-
bers of the union said they
will boycott the relief if they
have to give 50 percent
share of the cards to the
ruling party men.

Md Amzad Hossain,
chairman of Dhulauri
Union Parishad in Santhia
upazila, said he had to give
40 percent share of 2410
VGF cards allotted for the
union to the ruling party
mern.

Abu Sayed, chairman of
Varara UP in Sadar upazila
and also the vice president
of AL sadar upazila unit,
sald the pro-BNF Jamaat
chairmen are bargaining
with the ruling party men
over distribution of cards.

The pro-AL chairmen in
some unions have already
solved the issue with the
party leaders, he added.

Contacted, Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Md
Mostaftizur Rahman said
impasse over making the
lists of ultra poor people will
be removed soon.
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Workers agitate for Eid bonus on the premises of Bashundhara Steel Complex Limited while
their leaders hold meeting with the management at its office in Manikganj yesterday.

Workers block highway for
increased Eid bonus

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Manikganj

Workers of Bashundhara
Steel Complex Limited
blocked the Dhaka-Aricha
highway yesterday morning
for about half an hour
demanding arrears and
increase of Eid bonus.
Sources said, instead of
joining the work, hundreds
of workers of the steel mill

blocked the highway at
about 8.00am, creating long
tailback on both sides of the

road.

The agitating workers
said, with the hope of getting
arrears and increased Eid-
bonus they had worked extra
hours for the last several

weeks.
They also agitated on the

mill premises demanding
Eid bonus equal to their

monthly wages.
However, the workers

withdrew the blockade at
about 8.30am resumed work
at 10.30am on the assurance
of the factory management
of increasing the bonus
money.

They also threatened to
go for work abstention and
road blockade again if their
demands are not met within
nexttwo days.
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® Air Conditioner

® Micro Wave Oven
® \Washing Machine
® Refrigerator

@vailable at our showrooms nnlp
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Official Distributor

Zaqguivze Electrronica Eeel”
Fax :880-2-9562017,9110551, E-mail :info@esquirebd.com
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B Unique hole less eco drum
B Save 30% water
B Auto restart system save power

®m Hole less eco drum smooth
surface won’'t damage clothes

B Unique round shape protect
vibration & increase product life

B Anti-rust round fiber resin body
B Ag+ silver lons protects cloths

from bacteria, molds and odors.
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W MNow available in 7kg, Bkg, 9kg & 10kg capacity.

Showroom: Stadium, Dhaka. Tel: 9556686, 9567118, 9556351, 9557807, 7160417, 01730-087005, 01713-367529, 01713-367520, 01730-087008 | Mohakhali: 9882695, 01713-367528 | Guilshan: 5881468, 01713-367518, 01713-367522 | Shewrapara: 89005373, 01713-367527 |
Mohammadpur: 01730-700797 | Kawranbazar: 01713-365495 | Elephant Road: 8651386, 01713-367519 | Uttara: 8924457, 01713-367523, 01713-384869 | Panthapoth: 01713-367521 | Moghbazar: 8358024, 01713-367509 | Middle Badda: 01730-059008 | Rampura: 01713-365477 |
Narayangonj: 7642631, 01713-367526 | Munshigonj: 01713-384850 | Maymensingh: 01711-823248 | Khulna: 2830089, 01713-367516 | Chittagong: 2550873, 2557632, 01713-367517, 01730-700796 | Bogra: 78147, 01713-246450 | Sylhet: 01713-384851 | Jessore: 01713-384874 |

Exclusive Dealer: Stadium, Dhaka. Tel: 9558163, 01715-117181 | Pallabi: 9002651, 01711-319664 | Dholaipar: 7449880, 01912-237668 | Kachukheth: 8754947, 01720-538393 | Mohammadpur: 8144227, 01671-010525 | Mirpur-1: 8016837, 01819-547154 |
Uttara: 01816-430123 | Natore: 01717-253615 | Barisal: 01715-226199 | For Dealers Inquiry. Please Call: 01713-043790, 01713-367505, 01713-240162, 01730-087000, 01713-367515, 01713-240163 |




