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Russia's Natalya Antyukh powers her way to the finish line in women's 400m hurdles final at the Olympic Stadium

in London on Wednesday night. Natalya clocked 52.70 seconds to win the gold.
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Smith axed
from World
T20

REUTERS, Johannesburg

South Africa Test captain
Graeme Smith was omitted
from the 15-man squad to take
part in the World Twenty20 in
Sri Lanka next month, Cricket
South Africa (CSA) announced
onThursday.

The 31-year-old last
played a T20 international in
October 2011, but in July was
named by CSA in a 30-man
provisional squad for the

global event.
There was, however, a place

in the squad for all-rounder
Jacques Kallis, who has played
just one T20 international for
his country since May 2010.

"We are confident that our
squad will be very competitive
and make South Africa proud.
We have had basically the
same squad together for the
past year and many of them
also produced stand-out
performances at the Indian
Premier League (IPL)," CSA
selection convener Andrew
Hudson said in a statement.

The World T20 starts in Sri
Lanka on Sept. 18 with South
Africa drawn in the same group
as the hosts and Zimbabwe.

SQUAD

AB de Villiers (captain),
Hashim Amla, Farhaan
Behardien, Johan Botha, JP
Duminy, Francois du Plessis,
Jacques Kallis, Richard Levi,
Albie Morkel, Morne Morkel,
Justin Ontong, Wayne Parnell,
Robin Peterson, Dale Steyn,
Lonwabo Tsotsobe.

BD A tour
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second-highest scorer with a

90-ball 45.
Once again Gowtham, who

took six wickets for 74 runs in
the first innings, tore apart
Bangladesh A's second
innings, picking up six wickets
for 49 runs.

It was a disappointing tour
for the Bangladesh A team,
mainly because of their poor
batting all through the tourna-
ment while the punishment
meted out to captain Shahriar
Nafees, who was sent back to
home just before the third and
final match on disciplinary
grounds, added insult to injury.

US notch
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a year after tests into her gen-

der following her win at the
2009 World Championships,
moved a step closer to adding
the Olympic title to that crown
as she eased into the 800m
semifinals.

"It was a tactical race. I
wanted the race to be a fast
one," she said of her heat,
adding that her chances of
winning a medal would come

down to the speed of therace.
"I have to run a sub-two

minute race to be a con-
tender.”

American world record
holder Ashton Eaton domi-
nated the first day of the
decathlon, sitting on 4,661
points after the first five
events, in three of which
(100m, long jump, 400m) he
setleading marks.

His overnight mark was
220pts more than US team-
mate and current world cham-
pion Trey Hardee (4,441), with
Canada's Damian Warner in
third on 4,386.

The Dream Team rumbles on
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made hardly any impact during the first two

guarters. Instead it was left to the maverick
LeBron to grab the game by the scruff of the
neck and push the USA through to the semifi-
nals.

Kobe did arrive at the party, somewhat late.
His second-half play was sensational as he
grabbed a team-high 20 points, all in the sec-
ond-half. The Australians never really stood
much of a chance but with their crowd roaring
them on to chants of "Aussie AussieAussie, oi,
oi, 0i"” the team nicknamed the Boomers stayed
close to their opponents for most of the game,
before the USA just ran away with it in the final
quarter. For their part, the USA were also keyed
up by frequent chants of “U-5-A, U-5-A" from
most of the ground. Even in support, the

American's were dominating.
On this evidence, another gold medal for the

USA looks almost a formality. They have com-
pletely dominated men's basketball in the
Olympics since its introduction in the 1936

Games in Berlin. The won seven successive
tournaments since their bow in Berlin and
when professional players were first allowed in
1992 in Barcelona, the US Dream Team won
gold. Altogether, the USA men's team have won
13 out of 16 Olympic tournaments they have
participated in. The only other side to have won

Olympic gold? The Soviet Union, of course.
This means that the UUSA's semifinal against

Argentina should almost be a formality. The
Argentines fended off a strong challenge by
their great rivals Brazil to sneak into the semifi-
nal. That game too provided a great atmo-
sphere, mostly because it acted as a substitute
for the football rivalry that did not materialise.
While the Brazil football team has been domi-
nating others, Argentina inexplicably failed to
make it to the Olympics. A phoney war in the
basketball courts will have to whet the appe-
tites of those who had been hoping for the clash
of the South American giants. At least this time
Argentina came outontop.

London Diary
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Committee of that country and they verify who

they are and work with them to get them back to
their bed for the night.”

Pole fault

Some days you wish you could just start again.
Cuban pole vaulter Lazaro Borges may have
had high hopes but fell to Earth with a bump
when his pole broke in two places as he took a

vault onWednesday morning.
He was thankfully unhurt but failed to qual-

ify for Friday's final.
Left orange-faced

"Ohwee" [0oh dear] as the Dutch would say. The
Daily Express and Mirror printed a photograph
of the gold medal winning British dressage
team of Charlotte Dujardin, Carl Hester and
Laura Bechtolsheimer, to commemorate their
momentous Olympic win.

Only one problem -- the picture was actually
of the Netherlands bronze medallists AnkyVan
Grunsven, Edward Gal and Adelinde
Cornelissen.

Cue a flurry on Twitter with Daily Express
soon trending.

It seems the root cause may be a
mislabelled agency picture which was dis-
tributed to journalists.

The images were removed for later editions.

Red, or should that be orange, faces all
round.

Role play

Confessions from British actor Patrick Stewart
caught between filming and catching a piece of
the action in the Olympic Stadium on

Wednesday -- he used to be an athlete.
"When I was younger [ was a sprint-hurdler,

but I hated it. They made me do it. When [ was
15 I was in a county championship, but I threw
my heat on purpose so [ could do a show that
night instead called Harvey, my coach never
forgave me for that."” Trekkies the world over do.

Picturethat

An exhibition displaying photos of Londoners
born in each of the 204 NOCs competing at
London 2012 is still searching for its final six
participants. Despite three years of research and
assistance from embassies, high commissions,
NOCs, LOCOG, schools and community groups,
the organisers of TheWorld in London photogra-
phy project have failed to find Londoners origi-
nating from six Pacific nations -- American
Samoa, Federated States of Micronesia, Guam,
Marshall Islands, Nauru and Palau -- to com-

plete the collection of portraits.
TheWorld in London is on display in Victoria

Park, until 12 August, and at Park House on
Oxford Street until 30 August and online at
www.theworldinlondon.org.uk, and organisers
have given themselves a deadline of December
to find the missing six Londoners before the
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FROM PAGE 16 |
Kazakhstan 6
Iran
Cuba ’3
Czech Republic” 1
Sweden ;
Jamaica

North Korea
South Africa 3
Kenya i
Colombia

Mexico

4

1

‘.1

2

4

1

0
0
Croatia 20
Ethiopia s 2

Slovenia 1
Azerbaijan o
India 0
Slovakia 0
Switzerland 2
Georgia 1
Norway 1
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Qatar :
Moldova

Singapore
Algeria

Greece :
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(The medal list was updated at 10:00pm
Bangladesh time)

Amer terms interview
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The PFLC met with Amer for nearly one hour and played the

video of his aired interview before asking him to elaborate on
his match-fixing comments, but Amer termed his interview a

fabricated one.
“They aired my words out of context and [ am not in agree-

ment with the interview that was aired,” said Amer after
emerging from the meeting.

“I had an hour-long chat with that reporter but I had never
mentioned this season's Abahani-Brothers match, rather I
mentioned the football matches that we had to give away at
times during my football career,” said Amer, adding that he
had only mentioned the Abahani-Brothers match in his
attempt to make a point -- querying whether that match
should also be under a cloud because Brothers lost to a ten-

man Abahani.
But the former national footballer clearly said in the inter-

view that “Everyone has their fingers raised against a relegation-
threatened club, but no one dares to do so against the champi-
ons. Is it too difficult to understand how we lost 2-4 against
Abahani when they were playing with 10 men? We had to do so
because there were specific instructions given to us to lose.
When an influential political leader tells you to throw the match,
what else could youdo?” (The Daily Star, August 8, 2012).
Amer's dual stance has put the professional football com-

mittee in confusion.
“We have taken the matter seriously because a club official

has admitted to playing a fixed match. But we first want to
clear the confusion over his disparate comments in the TV

interview and during the meeting.
“We will now request the authority of Ekattor TV to provide

us uncut footage to understand the matter. We can even talk to
the club officials, the journalist who interviewed Amer and
Amer again,” said PFLC chairman and BFF senior vice presi-
dent Abdus Salam Murshedy.

“After clearing the confusion, we will look into the match-
fixing matter. The league committee will look after the matter
instead of the Fixed-Match Identification Committee and we
will try to reach a consensus as soon as possible,” said Salam.

Football
camps from
Aug 16

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) will start
football camps for four
groups from August 16,
ahead of the 15th Inter-
national U-18 Tournament in
Russia, SA Games and AFC
Challenge Cup Qualifiers, the
National Teams Committee
(NTC) chairman and BFF
vice president Kazi Nabil
Ahmed disclosed at a press
conference at the BFF House
yesterday.

“There were some fail-
ures and successes in the
last four years for the
national teams and in an
effort to raise their consis-
tency levels, we are going to
hold football camps for four
groups -- U-18 to U-20, U-
21 to U-23 and two national
squads from August 16,”
said Nabil.

He also informed that the
football camps, with the
participation of approxi-
mately 70 booters, would
last ten days before the
groups play six matches
among themselves over
three days.

After those matches, the
number of players will be
reduced to 35 and a coach
outside the BFF will be
appointed to guide them in
three exhibition matches to
be played in Sri Lanka
between September 15 and
September 25,

The BFF vice president
said that they have been
trying to bring a full coach-
ing staff including trainer
and physio.

Powell to miss
4x100m
relay

AFP, London

Former world record-holder
Asafa Powell will miss
Jamaica's Olympic 4x100m
relay with a groin strain that
has ruled him out for the rest
ofthe season.

The 29-year-old Powell
sustained the injury during
Sunday's 100m final, in
which he limped in eighth
and last position.

"Confident that Team
Jamaica will deliver a great
4x100 relay. Join me in
cheering them on!" tweeted

Powell.

The Jamaican quartet are
the ones to beat in the relay.
Their world record-breaking
victory at Beijing 2008 con-
cluded a fabulous Games for
their sprinters, and particu-
larly Usain Bolt, who also
won the 100m and 200m.

They have continued to
dominate since, winning
the world title in Berlin 2009
and lowering their world
record to 37.04sec when
winning at the 2011 world
championships in Daegu,
South Korea.

DHAKA FRIDAY
AUGUST 10, 2012

E-MAIL: sports@thedailystar.net
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Oscar's dream not over

AFP, London

Double amputee Oscar
Pistorius's landmark Olym-
pic campaign gained a
reprieve on Thursday as
South Africa were given a
place in Friday's 4x400m
relay final on appeal.

"IT'S ON!! We in the FINAL. Team man-
agement Protested as Ofentse was taken out
and we have been given Lane 9!! @ljvanzyl to
take his place!!!” tweeted Pistorius after he
heard the news.

"Will be up on the 3rd leg tomorrow for
the Final! Really can't wait"

Pistorius, 25, thought his adventure had
come to an end when second leg runner
Ofentse Mogawane fell on the bend into the
home straight after tangling with Kenya's
Vincent Kiilu. Mogawane suffered a dislo-
cated left shoulder.

While Kiilu said he had been spiked his
team agreed he was at fault, having viewed
the video evidence, after the organisers dis-
qualified Kenya on account of Kiilu's actions.

That prompted South Africa to appeal.

"The Jury of Appeal met and agreed to
advance the South African team to the final,
even though they did not finish the race,

considering that they had been severely
damaged in the incident with Kenya," said
the International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF) in a statement.

"South Africa will run as an additional
teaminlane9."

Pistorius, who made history when he
became the first double amputee to compete
in the athletics at an Olympics in the 400m
individual heats last Saturday, had summed
up how disappointed he was after the heat.

"I can't tell you how disappointed I feel.
11/10ifT had to giveanumber,” said Pistorius,
who reached the individual 400m semifinals.

Pistorius, who has been supported here by
his 89-year-old grandmother who brought
him and his two siblings up after their mother
died 10 years ago, had only learned on the eve
of the relay he would be running and also in
his preferred third leg spot.

The South African, who had both his legs
amputated below the knee before he was one,
because ofa congenital condition, had fought
alongbattle to be allowed to compete.

Pistorius competed in the Athens 2004
and Beijing 2008 Paralympics.

He was given the green light for the Olym-
pics following studies that found his pros-
thetics give him no advantage over his able-
bodied rivals.

Tahsin country's first

Ironman

STAR SPORT DESK

On July 22 Tahsin Alam
crossed the finish line of the
2012 Ironman Lake Placid
Triathlon Championships in
an official time of 16 hours
and 27 minutes, making him
the first Bangladeshi to con-
quer the world's most diffi-
cult one-day endurance
sport. As previously reported,
this is the culmination of
Tahsin's 2-year preparation
to cover a 3.8km swim, 180.2
km bike and a full 42.1 km
marathon in a non-stop
continuous race against the

clock.
In a field of over 3100
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athletes, Tahsin finished in
2193rd place with a strong
finish in both the swim and
bike sections. Each section of
the Ironman has time cut-
offs: athletes unable to finish
within the allotted time are
not allowed to proceed with

the race. Tahsin comfortably
finished the 3.8 km swim in 1

hour 35 minutes, well under
the 2 hour 20 minute limit. “It
was the best swim of my life,
particularly with that many
athletes in the water at the
same time,” Tahsin com-
mented. All 3100 athletes
begin in the water at the same
time, making it a very danger-
ous affair. “T was kicked in the

-

= '- )
“ !" ~

.

PHOTO: COURTESY

Bangladesh expatriate Tahsin Alam is on his bike
during the gruelling Ironman Lake Placid Triathlon
Championships in which he finished 2193rd out of
3100 competitors in New York on July 22.

face several times, but was
lucky enough not to lose my
swim goggles.”

Tahsin had an equally
successful bike ride. Tahsin
completed the course -- two
90.1 km loops including two
24 km continuous hill climbs
-- in 8 hours and 2 minutes,
well within the time limit of
10 hours. “I drank about 9
litres of water and salts, while
also eating 300 calories of

food perhour.”
He was most worried

about stomach failure and
heat exhaustion, both com-
mon occurrences during the

[ronman.
The first half of his mara-

thon was completed success-
fully, where he maintained a
steady speed up to the half
way mark. “Unfortunately, my
body started to slow down
shortly into the second half of
the marathon. I never stopped
moving. I ran when I could, 1
walked when I could not run.
It is very tempting to stop, but
if you stop, your race is over.”
Tahsin pushed through into
the night with a headlamp to
guide his way. Shortly past
11pm, Tahsin entered the Lake
Placid Olympic Stadium,
home of the 1932 and 1980
Winter Olympics and the site
of the Ironman finish line.
Assisted by his coach, Tahsin
unfurled the Bangladesh flag
above his head as he crossed
the finish line. His brother and
mother, Dr. Amena Begum of
Dhaka University, were there

to greet him.
After a required rest of

three weeks, Tahsin will com-
pete in two other shorter
distance triathlons, a half
marathon and the prestigious
Philadelphia Full Marathon
in November..
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