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Sadi Mohammad

Rabindranath Tagore had lost many of his near and dear
ones, including two of his daughters and a son, during his
lifetime. Tagore, unlike others, put his inner pain out of sight.
When his daughter Madhurilata [Bela] died, Tagore saw her
off, just stroking her forehead. The bard's thoughts on death
indicate that the body is perishable but the soul is eternal. It
is like going toward another world from the one we live in.
That's why he composed the song “Keno Rey Ei Duartuku Par
Hotey Shongshoy”. Tagore did not get overwhelmed by death;
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rather he mingled his trauma with the joys of the world. He . . Chalachitre
would diffuse the joy among others through his innate cre- | ﬁ , AW Rabindranath
ivi | ' | : On Gtvat 11:00
R The plays were rehearsed before Tagore. He would often sit on the right side of the stage and at times took part in the music, reading and recitation. E"H:iaﬁalh shﬂ
Papiya Sarwar A CORRESPONDENT like “Sharodotshab” (1908) through the dance dramas that Since 1921, in his seasonal musical drama and dance :::::n T{::r::

were staged during his later years. This can be termed as the
'Shantiniketan Phase' in the history of Tagore plays. At this
phase, the plays produced by Tagore had simple but indica-
tive symbols in stage decoration. The play “Raja” in 1910
was also performed in the same style.

drama, Tagore began to give priority to the indigenous jatra
style. This very style was pursued in staging “Shesh Barshan’,
“Srabon Gatha”, “Bashanto”, “Shundor” and “Nataraj”.
Tagore was always fascinated by dance and admitted the
invaluable role of this performing art in acting. Since “Kal
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Tagore went through much grief in his life but he transformed
this into strength. He would only offer us joys of life. Tagore
searched life in nature -- in the smile of moonlight or in the
dance of raindrops. The change of nature would constantly

Manjarul Hasan
Tagore's childhood in Jorashako (a locality of Kolkata) was
culturally very opulent. The environment was enlivened

with the performances of renowned maestros and talented

console him. He wrote the lyrics “Kanna Hashir Dol Dolano - - L S

Poush Phaguner Pala” that signify the healing by time with {2:; 5[1;1]5;{:; E:?; iﬂiﬁ?ﬁgﬁ;; ng;ﬁ[fﬁ:;f eda There were several pragmatic reasons for promoting a Mrigoya” (1882), Tagore included little girls of his family, :::;::nlﬁﬂm
the changes of nature. Soon after the death of his son, Tagore Tagore began writing plays at a relatively young age and €W trend in theatre as exemplified in the 'Shantinikatan even for auxiliary characters like 'Bon Debi'. Tagore himself Genre: Adventure/
concealed that grief in his heart, and composed the song “Aaj Papiya Sarwar also managed to enact those written by children of his fam- Phase'. Because of financial constraints, it was not possible  was adept in dancing. He featured efficiently as a dancer, as Family

Jyotsna Raat-e Shobai Gechhey Bon-e". He went back to cele- ily. Except for one or two performances in his early years, to have expensive sets. 'Thakurda' in “Raja”, 'Kabishekhar' and 'Andho Baul' in Cast: Jeremy

brate nature. Again, he wrote “Ontor Momo Bikoshito Koro”. most of the time he used to play the complex characters or It is worth mentioning here that as there was no opportu-  “Falguni” and 'Baul' in “Dakghar”. i“l;‘l‘il:ﬂ‘::;::i::‘nlﬁw

This indomitable spirit of Tagore inspires us the same way. We
find peace in our heart rendering the bard's compositions.

nity for female students at that time to pursue their study in
Shantiniketan, male artistes used to play the female roles in
plays like “Raja” or “Prayoshchitto”.

A harmonious bridge between music and dance was

observed in musical drama like “Bashanto” (1923), “Shesh
Barshan” (1925), “Shundor” (1925) “Nataraj” (1927) and

the protagonists of his own plays. Simultaneously, he would
take on the mantle of the director.
Tagore's early dramas featured only the artistes from his

Bulbul Islam

1 family. He also did excellent work grooming theatre activists. The stage setting of “Falguni” (1916) or “Dakghar” (1917), “Geetotshab” (1931). Later on the subjects of plays were Drishtidan
T;gﬁ;i:;l?éf;ﬁl?; i‘;:;h;:zz:itjﬁizﬂégglf;:; ot “Mukto Kuntola”, was among the first plays that Tagore staged in Kolkata, were a bit heavy but it helped deliver the  gradually presented in the form of dance. On BANGLAVISION
e I—I.is AT et e e launched in his boyhood. “Mukto Kuntola” had the touch of theme of the play symbolically. Tagore's role was of the director-producer in the 'Dance ~ at0%:05pm
i ;?Mrilyru . suggésts T cgncepl sl d};ath " Western theatre and not that of jatra. Even though Tagore's Although “Raja o Rani” and “Bishorjan” were staged fol- Drama Phase'. The plays were rehearsed before him. He Single EPliﬂd:IT"-'
= . r . e . ; : : i ay
his son, Shomi, Tagore composed the song “Prem-e Praner Il'"llﬂl:lghl_f& about theatre sn:nmrvhart changed.ialer, lher‘e was a lowing the Wes\[er:: style {}f theatre, later the adaplalunn of would {:-[u.en sit on Lh.E right f.ildE of the yagg and at times Cast: Ahshan Hahih
Gondhey”. He would look at death as a natural occurrence. distinct influence of the West in his productions starting from  these two plays -- “Tapoti” (1929) --revealed Tagore's new took part in the music, reading and recitation. Nashim, Shohana
Actually death is inevitable for everyone or everything that “Balmiki Pratibha” (1881) to “Kal Mrigoya” (1882), “Rajao Rani” ideology of theatre. Symbolic features, dropping still back- Though less known as an actor and director in stage Saba | WESSS
was once born. Sometimes we easily accept death of our near (1889) and “Bishorjan” (1890). As the Shakespearean stylewas  ground, continuous acting, creating characters like Bibek --  plays, Tagore's legacy lives on in the form of simple stage
and dear ones; sometimes we cannot, but ultimately we give followed in Tagore's plays, the stage decoration and the plan-  all these elements clearly bear an indication of the very new  sets and the inclusion of dance in theatre.
in and accept death. The world moves on. Birds continue ning of scenes were also inspired by the Western style. theatre IdROLOEY. et e—e e a e ba e se s ba e A sea b e e b e e s b e e baaenasaann 8 Hide b
chirping; the gentle breeze flows as before. And thus, we have I_ﬂlE'l‘r T_EIEUF? U'I‘Il“-lghl of dropping fEdU“dﬂl_W.'r' .frmn Tagme always believed that it was jatra and _ﬂﬂl _lhtEEllrIEr Source: “Rabindra Smriti®, "Kaler Matra O Rabindra Natok™ and "Natyomancho 0750 Siyam 0 Shushastha Gty
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"Humayun excelled in whatever he did. His
passing away was grieved by the entire
nation. His books and later his TV serials,

tographer Nasir Ali Mamun and others
were present as discussants. Faisal Arefin

He also previously worked as assistant director on films
such asTheWayWeWere and Chinatown.

with Jhumur Ahmed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

She hasn't been in the limelight, but singer and scholar
and music teacher JThumur Ahmed certainly deserves
recognition for her dedication to Rabindra Sangeet.

Jhumur, who teaches at Chhayanaut's music school
and UODA, is currently working on her PhD at
Jahangirnagar University. Her subject is "Rabindra
Sangeet -- Bani, Sur, Chhando” [Lyrics, Tune and
Rhythm of Rabindra Sangeet].

“There have been much research on Tagore but I
don't think anyone has done extensive research com-
bining all three aspects [lyrics, tune and rhythm)] of his
songs,” says Jhumur,

Inspired by her parents -- Sohrab Ahmed and Hasina
Parveen -- Jhumur started her initial music lessons
from her father. She completed a Rabindra Sangeet
course from Chhayanaut in 2001. Among her teachers
are: Tagore exponent Dr. Sanjida Khatun and accom-
plished singer Abdul Wadud.

Under ICCR scholarship, Jhumur completed her
Honours from University of Calcutta and Masters from
Rabindra Bharati University. In Kolkata, she took classi-
cal music lessons from Kalpana Bhattacharya and
Rabindra Sangeet lessons from Rajasri Bhattacharya.

After returning from Kolkata, when she was contem-
plating the subject of her PhD, her guru Dr. Sanjida
Khatun suggested that she should conduct a thorough
research on all aspects of Rabindra Sangeet.

“Tagore had tried to come out of the influence of
classical music and create original tunes. In his later
years, the Nobel laureate poet focused more into origi-
nal tunes. My dissertation highlights this,” Jhumur says,
adding, “T've also discussed lyrics of the songs he com-
posed toward the end of his life.”

Asked if she is facing some limitations, the artiste
says, “"INot many books are available in Dhaka. I have to

bring books from Kolkata.”

What is the USP of her dissertation? According to
Jhumur, “There have been many papers and researches
on the lyrics of Rabindra Sangeet. However, most of the
individuals doing these researches were/are not sing-
ers, so naturally the rhythm and tunes of the songs have
not been elaborately discussed. Scholars who are not
singers usually treat the rhythm of songs and poems
similarly. Tagore had introduced several types of
rhythms in his songs. Taal [tempo] is what differentiates
between songs and poetry.

“Many singers are reluctant to write about tunes and
rhythm. Hence I think research on a combination of all
these aspects is necessary.”

“I'm also trying to highlight the differences between
the songs Tagore composed during his initial phase and
his later years,” she says.

Speaking on practice of Rabindra Sangeet, as a
teacher, Jhumur says, “There are many schools offering
courses and lessons in Rabindra Sangeet but we have to
consider whether youngsters are learning distorted
versions of these songs or not. Tagore made clear
instructions in his lifetime that his creations shouldn't
be distorted.

“Many listen to Rabindra Sangeet but how many
truly understand the songs, the messages? One has to
study Tagore, in depth, to fully understand his cre-
ations. This is particularly necessary for an artiste who
is supposed to breathe life into his songs.

“I've heard renditions of Rabindra Sangeet that don't
follow the original notation, in Shantiniketan. I was
shocked! At Chhayanaut utmost importance is placed
on the original notation of songs.”

Why isn't she visible at musical programmes? “I'm
currently focusing on my dissertation and I also don't
feel that I'm ready for public performances. Recording
albums is also not my priority right now” -- Jhumur's
response.
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presided over the programme. The speak-
ers discussed on the life and works of
Humayun Ahmed.

The speakers urged the government to
set up a book market and naming it after
Ahmed, in the Dhaka University area.

Belal Chowdhury said, “Humayun was
simple by nature and was an avid nature
lover. His creativity will work as guidelines
for promising writers in our country. He

plays and movies becamne instant hits.”

Masum Rahman said, “His departure
has created a vacuum in Bangla literature.
His unique style of storytelling drew
young readers. He also excelled in the
relatively new genre in Bangla literature --
science fiction. To his credit, Humayun
wrote the first Bangladeshi science-
fiction.”

Masum Rahman speaks ate pmgamme.

Procession for Humayun Ahmed

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh
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Sammilito Sangskritik Jote (SS]),
Mymensingh unit, brought out a pro-
cession in the district town today to
mourn the death of noted writer
Humayun Ahmed.

The procession which began from
Mymensingh Press Club premises
paraded the main thoroughfares of the
town and ended at Mukul Niketon High
school premises. The convener of SSJ,
Amir Ahmed Chowdhury Ratan, led the
procession.

Noted educationists, cultural person-
alities, writers and human rights activ-
ists joined the procession.

A discussion was held recalling the
life and work of the illustrious writer
and filmmaker Humayun Ahmed at
Mukul Niketon High school auditorium.
Amir Ahmed Chowdhury chaired the
discussion, which was attended by hun-
dreds of people from all walks of life.

Noted educationists, cultural personalities, writers and human rights activists joined
the procession.

The speakers included Advocate Abul
Kashem, secretary of Awami Shilpi
Goshthi; president of Shesh Sangskritik
Sangstha, Advocate Motalab Lal; presi-
dent of Bangladesh Mohila Parishad,
Ferdous Ara Mahmuda Helen; and vice-
chairman of Bhaluka Upazila Parisad,

Monira Begum.

The speakers were of the view that
Humayun Ahmed was a pioneer of mod-
ern Bengali literature and he is the only
writer after Tagore and Nazrul who
influenced hundreds of thousands of
readers in the country.

The popularity of the writer was dem-
onstrated in the manner in which peo-
ple paid their tributes and expressed
their love for Humayun. The writer
established a place in the hearts of his
fans due to his masterful storytelling,.

His creative writings are priceless
assets of Bengali literature that could
also be used to make films and dramas,
said the speakers.

The speakers urged a road in Dhaka
be named after Humayun. They also
urged the government and the affluent
to step forward and set up a modern
cancer hospital in the country for poor
patients -- the late writer's long cher-
ished dream.

Terming the death of Humayun a
great loss for Bengali literature, the
speakers also said that we would have to
wait many years to fill the vacuum
caused by the death of this icon.

Humayun Ahmed, 64, died while under-
going treatment for cancer at Manhattan's
Bellevue Hospital in New York on July 19.
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He becomes the first second-generation president in the
Academy's 85 year history, after his father Howard W Koch
served as AMPAS presidentin thelate 1970s.

The 66-year-old will only be permitted to serve a single
term before leaving office.

Presidents are allowed to serve up to four consecutive
terms as long as they are on the AMPAS board, but Koch will
nextyear reach his nine year limit asa governor.

He had been favourite to succeed Sherak in the low-key
elections, and was the first candidate to receive more than
50% of the vote fromthe Academy's 42 governors.

Beetle Baily

N FOLLOW TAKE WELL-
PATH TO DESERVED
REST UNPER

During his mree—},rear presidency Sherak oversaw a
change to the voting system for the best picture Oscar, with
voters now ranking the nominees in order of preference
fromoneto 10.

Koch will now continue Sherak's work on the new Academy
MuseumofMotion Pictures, set toopenin LosAngelesin2016.

He is the 32nd person to serve as Academy president, a

jobfirstheld by Douglas Fairbanks in 1927,
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