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Karzai accepts
dismissal ot
top ministers

REUTERS, Kabul

Afghan President Hamid
Karzai yesterday accepted
a vote by the country's
parliament to dismiss his
two top security ministers,
but ordered both to remain
in their jobs pending
replacement, a move
aimed at safeguarding
fragile stability.

The fractious parliament
voted on Saturday to remove
Defence Minister Abdul
Rahim Wardak and Interior
Minister Bismillah
Mohammadi after recent
insurgent assassinations of
senior officials, as well as
cross-border fire incidents
blamed on Pakistan, an
inflammatory issue for
many Afghans.

Khaleda admits 2006 mistake’
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sources claimed.

At the meeting BNP
policymakers were discuss-
ing Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's recent proposal for
an interim government with
a small cabinet to oversee the
nextparliamentaryelections.

At one stage of the discus-
sion, the former premier
said backing president
[ajuddin Ahmed as the chief
adviser in 2006 was a bad
decision. “We even opposed
Justice Mahmudul Amin
Chowdhury as head of the
caretaker government as
you [her colleagues in the
standing committee] had
told me he was an Awami
League man. But it was
wrong too,” meeting sources

quoted Khaleda assaying.
“So what if he [Justice

Mahmudul Amin
Chowdhury] was a man of

Awami League. [Justice]
Latifur Rahman [former
caretaker government
chief] too was known as an
Awami League man,”
Khaledasaid.

A member of the standing
committee asking not to be
named said the comment of
the BNP chief seemed well
thoughtout.

To The Daily Star, senior
BNP leader Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain said, “We
are busy on the issues
related to the future.”

On October 29, 2006,
president lajuddin Ahmed
assumed the office of chief
adviser to the non-party
caretaker government in
addition to his presidential
responsibilities as major
political parties failed to reach a
consensus on an acceptable
person forthe post.

Justice KM Hasan was

supposed to be the chief
adviser but he declined as
the Awami League-led
alliance had opposed the
idea. Later, the name of
Justice Mahmudul Amin
Chowdhury and Justice
Hamidul Haque came into
discussion but the BNP-led

alliance opposed them.
Later, then president

[ajuddin Ahmed held talks
with four major political
parties, BNE, Awami League,
Jamaat-e-Islami and Jatiya
Party, to resolve the stalemate

over the chiefadviserissue.
After the talks, a

Bangabhaban spokesman
told the media that the
president would give his
decision as "other optionsfor
appointing the caretaker
government chief from
retired judges of the Supreme
Courthadbeenexhausted".

During the talks, BNP

Jamaat and Jativa Party had
informed the then president
that they had reservations
about Justice Mahmudul
Amin Chowdhury being the
chief adviser, and
Bangabhaban claimed that
Justice Hamidul Haque had
declined the post of chief

adviser,
On October 29, 2006,

[ajuddin was sworn in as
chief adviser, which was
welcomed by Khaleda Zia
and her archrival Sheikh
Hasinawas dejected.

After some dramatic turn
of events, lajuddin declared
emergency on January 11,
2007, and stepped down from
the chief adviser post, which
brought an end to over four-
month-long political chaos
and confrontation between
AwamiLeagueand BNP

The elections, however,
were held almost two years

Lack of true democracy
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The premier said she wit-

nessed very closely her
father's struggle for liberty,
democracy and socio-
economic progress of peo-
ple.

So fibre of these values
remained implanted deeply
in her heart, Hasina added.

Foreign Secretary Mijarul
Quayes gave the welcome
address in yesterday's inau-
ogural session participating
by delegates from UN mem-
ber countries, representa-
tives of UN agencies and
diplomatic missions of
different countries in Dhaka
and New Delhi.

Referring to global cam-
paign for a "society for all"
launched in Rio in 1992,
Hasina said the goal
remained elusive in last 20
yvears despite our renewed
pledges in Copenhagen in
1995, in New York 2000 and
again in Rio this year.

She said, "Freedoms,
human rights and global

peace remained elusive
while all forms of extremism
arethriving,

"New and emerging
challenges such as oil and
food price hike, global
financial and debt crisis,
climate change, lack of green
and clean technology and
the digital divide kept the
marginalise poor societies
isolated from global main-
stream."

Hasina said she firmly
believes that her model for
empowerment of people
should be dedicated to the
millions of people who
suffer politically, economi-
cally, socially, culturally, and
even from climatic
disempowerment, depriva-
tion, vulnerability, exclusion
ormarginalisation.

"So, I have been trying to
realise this model of empow-
erment for the 160 million
people of Bangladesh
through pro-poor
programmes aimed at
bringing about holistic

justice and equality, and
thereby, strengthening
democracy,” she said.

To ensure gender parity
and women empowerment,
Hasina said, education has
been made free for girls up-
to secondary level, and
women are being encour-
aged to take active partin all
national activities.

She said around 12,828
women members were
elected in the seats kept
reserved for women. Women
are now occupying about 30
percent postsin government
offices, and serving in the
armed forces, law enforce-
ment agencies and in UN
peacekeeping missions.

"We are also trying to
ensure equal rights of the
ethnic minorities in accor-
dance with the 1997
Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace
Accord," she said.

Hasina also told the
audience that the effective-
ness, acceptability and
durability of the People's

Empowerment Model lie in
its inherent strength of
addressingtherelated issues
properly.

The model needs vital
support of governments,
civil societies, UN, interna-
tional financial institutions
and development partners
for its widespread imple-
mentation, the prime minis-
ter said.

With Foreign Minister
Dipu Moni in the chair, the
session was addressed,
among others, by Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister of Nepal Narayan
Kaji Shrestra, Foreign
Minister of Sri Lanka Prof G L
Peiris, Rural Development
Minister of India Shri Jairam
Ramesh, Works and Human
Settlement Minister of
Bhutan Lyonpo Yeshey
Zimba, Deputy Foreign
Minister of Maldives Ali
Hameed, U N
Undersecretary General Dr
Joan Clos and Deputy
Director General of Unesco
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- B.Sc in Computer Science, MBA Perfered.

- The applicants should have 5 years experience in the following area (s) :

- Database Administrator (DBA)/Database Engineer/Programmer/ IT Manager/Project
Manager (software).

Candidate should have knowledge about :

- Student Management System, HR Management, Accounts, Store, Library and
Web-based software application development with report writing in crystal report.
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- Graduate from science/commerce discipline.
- Having deploma in computer sceince / MCSE / MCSA

el g 36 - The applicants should have 03 years experience in managing IT Department or
well setup networking system.
Candidate should have knowledge about :
- Student Management System, HR Management, Accounts, Store, Library and
Web-based software application development with report writing in crystal report.
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River-linking
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tributaries. The Telegu-

Ganga project has brought
water down from one state
to another,” said Ramesh,
who in recent years has
emerged as an influential
minister of the Congress-led
UPA government.

The controversial project
involves linking 30 major
rivers and diverting the water
of the Ganges and the
Brahmaputra. India first
devised the mega plan in
1980 and envisages that the
project will increase its
irrigation coverage from 120
million to 160 million hect-
ares and multiply crop
production.

On Teesta water sharing
agreement, he said, “I share
the feeling that it should have
been done, but unfortunately
it could not be done because
there were certain concerns
on the West Bengal side from
the chief minister. Those
concerns are being addressed
now.”

He said the government
is addressing the concerns
of its coalition partners.
“We are taking time, but
once it is done, it will be a
durable and enduring set-
tlement. I think a little bit of
patience would not be out
of place.”

Referring to controver-
sial Tipaimukh project, he
said a joint experts group of
India and Bangladesh will
meet in New Delhi on
August 27 to discuss the
concerns.

On the implementation of
the Land Boundary
Agreement, he said the
Indian government is com-
mitted to implementing the
deal, and to that end, a
constitutional amendment
bill will be placed in the
upcoming parliament ses-
sion beginning on August 8.

“We will bring the legisla-
tion... it requires amend-
ment of Article 3 of our
constitution. It will be
placed in the parliament.
There is no controversy and
we are committed toit.”

Talking about Indo-
Bangladesh cooperation,
Ramesh said, “Prosperity of
India depends on the pros-
perity of Bangladesh and
the prosperity of
Bangladesh depends on
the prosperity of India. We
are all in a co-prosperity
region. It does not help
India if Bangladesh does
not grow.”

“We must be less argu-
mentative, but more prag-
matic. We must identify the
areas where we can cooper-
ate.”

EC prepares roadmap
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League-led government will

remain in office during the
next parliamentary elec-
tions. The amendment
however has triggered politi-
cal uncertainty as the BNP-
led opposition combine has
announced they would not
contest the election if it is
held under the AL-led gov-
ernment.

"Many cases would have
been filed with the courts
challenging the amendment
had people not accepted it.
But no case was filed. So, we
assume people have
accepted it. And the next
election will be held under
the current constitutional
provision," said Mobarak,
who was appointed as an
election commissioner in
last February.

Mobarak was speaking at
a press briefing at the EC
Secretariat conference room
after an EC meeting in
presence of Chief Election
Commissioner Kazi
Rakibuddin Ahmad and
three other election com-
missioners.

He also said the EC has
already prepared a roadmap
to holding the next parlia-
mentary polls and elections
to some other local govern-
ment bodies.

He also expressed his

doubt about whether MPs of
the current parliament will
be able to contest the next
parliamentary polls while
remaining in office.
According to him, MPs are
holding offices of profit and
individuals holding offices
of profit are disqualified
from contesting the parlia-
mentary polls, he said.

Asked how the level
playing field will be ensured
if ministers contest the polls
staying in offices, he said
they would hold the polls
under the existing laws.

Election Commissioner
Brig Gen (retd) Zabed Ali,
however, said: "How can we
guarantee that MPs and
ministers will be candidates
in the next parliamentary
polls? They may not contest
the polls.”

At the briefing, CEC
Rakibuddin said the EC
would have to conduct
many elections in the days
ahead. The EC has prepared
a roadmap to holding the
next parliamentary polls in
between October 26, 2013
and January 24, 2014, he
added.

According to the
roadmap, the EC will hold
talks with political parties
and civil society personali-
ties seeking their opinions to

bring changes in electoral
laws.

Proposals for electoral
reforms will then be sent to
the law ministry to translate
those into law by March next
year.

Besides, the EC has plans
to sit with political parties
and civil society personali-
ties again before announc-
ing the schedule for the next
parliamentary polls, said the
EC'sroadmap.

The CEC said they would
not use electronic voting
machines (EVM) in the next
general elections as the EC
did not have much prepara-
tion to that end.

He said the EC Secretariat
would make preparations to
collect election materials as
per the roadmap.

Rakibuddin also said re-
demarcation of boundaries
of parliamentary constitu-
encies would begin after the
Eid-ul-Fitr.

On holding polls to city
corporations, the CEC said
polls to Rajshahi, Khulna,
Barisal and Sylhet city cor-
porations will be held before
the next parliamentary
elections.

The EC would also pre-

pare to hold polls to 481
upazila parishads, he added.
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Corrigendum

Request for Proposal of Training and Campaign

on Human Rights Educators.

Reference is made to UNDP Bangladesh advertisement published on 25th July 2012
in the Daily Star and Daily Ittefag for the subject Request for Proposal (RFP). We
draw attention of all concerned that the deadline for the submission of proposals
has been extended till 12 August 2012 3.30PM instead of 08 August 2012 4.30PM
due to revision of Terms of Reference (TOR).

Interested firms /organizations that have not yet obtained the bidding documents
(RFP) may collect the same by applying to the following email Address:
javed.noman@undp.org

Empowered lives.
Resiliant narions.




