City

DHAKA SUNDAY AUGUST 5, 2012

20

@The Baily Star

' of steel reinforcement per sq.ft.

Il |'| Then why il

COVMPROMISE
ON'SREEIY?

Www.berm.com

Feel safe with Xtreme Inside

U DIGITAL

Buy any product & get Blu-ray player
BDP2500 @ Tk. 8,900 & BDP7500 @ Tk. 18,000

o W -

PHILIPS

For More Information:

9855366-8,01712-665463
*Conditions apply

Poison-apple

Indiscriminate use of
chemicals on pineapples
poses health risk

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Indiscriminate use of chemicals to treat pineapples is
posing serious health hazards to people at Madhupur
upazila that produces about 1 lakh tonnes of pineapple a
year.

Trading of different chemicals and growth hormones
has thrived in the area, attracting more people to pineap-
ple cultivation with promises of guaranteed benefits.

Around 273 government-approved chemical shops
have their presence in Madhupur.

According to Madhupur Upazila Agriculture Office,
“giant q" variety of pineapples was cultivated on 6,035
hectares of land in the upazila including Alokdia,
Aushnara, Digor Baid, Aurunkhola, Laofula, Raniaid,
Moter Bazar, Jalchhatra, Garo Bazar and Rasulpur areas
this year. Last year, the same variety was cultivated on
only 3,000 hectares ofland.

Local pineapple growers said they use “planofix” and
“superfix” hormones in the fruit during the budding
stage and on several more occasions betfore harvesting to

make the fruit bigger and get the yields early.
Further, “ethrel” is used after harvest to ripen the fruits

Chemicals are sprayed
on pineapples in a field
in Madhupur upazila of
Tangail and wholesalers
buy those from a mar-
ket in Jalchhatra of the
upazila and ship them
across the country.
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Highway robbery
goes unabated

Complain truck, covered
van owners

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A section of truck and covered van owners are involved in
looting of vehicles carrying goods on the Dhaka-

Chittagong highway, vehicle owners said yesterday.
That was why highway robberies could not yet be

stopped, they said. Law enforcement agencies had
identified many of the gangs involved in the crime but all

of them could not be captured.
Some truck owners support those gangs as they

consider robbery as an easy means of getting quick
bucks, speakers said at a press conterence at the Jatiya
Press Club in the capital. Inter-district goods transporta-
tion and vehicles owners' association (Sangram Parisad),

Chittagong, made the claim.
M Yusuf Bin Majumder Manik, joint convener of the

organisation, said robberies continued because the
vehicle owners themselves were involved. So, it was

ditficult for police to nab the culprits.
For these unscrupulous owners, general truck and

covered van owners have to compensate the owners of the

ooods stolen and so they suffer the financial loss, he said.
SEE PAGE 6 COL 6

Two killed
1N train
accidents

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two people were killed
yesterday in two accidents
in which trains were

involved.
A woman in the capi-

tal's Joar Sahara area was
killed when she was
knocked down by an
inter-city train yesterday.

Identity of the
deceased, aged around 50,
could not be known imme-
diately.

The Silk City Express
heading for Dhaka struck
her while she was walking
along the rail lines
towards Cantonment
Railway Station from Kuril
Biswa Road around
8:10am, said Nazrul Islam,
sub-inspector of

Government Railway
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

Syria clashes
intensity

Cash-strapped regime seeks
Russia's help; China
questions West's intention

AGENCIES

Clashes have intensified overnight and atter daybreak
yesterday in Syria's both key cities, the capital Damascus
and northern Aleppo province, in what appeared to be
decisive battles between armed insurgent groups and

government forces.
Rebel-held quarters of Syria's Aleppo came under

heavy bombardment by regime forces, as a senior secu-
rity official warned that the real battle for control of the

strategic northern city was yet to come.
A hold-out rebel district of Damascus was also

pounded, a day after the United Nations deplored the
failure of diplomacy to end a conflict that has reportedly

claimed more than 21,000 lives in nearly 17 months.
Abdel Jabar Oqgaida, commander of the Free Syrian

Army in Aleppo, said the district of Salaheddin had

"come under the heaviest bombardment since the battle
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

INDIA IN THE DARK

40pc electricity
loss costs it
$10b a year

AP, Mumbai

A decade ago, Chandrakant's tishing village in India's
financial capital Mumbai lived mostly by candlelight.

What people did nothave - electricity - they stole.
Today, his settlement has moved up the feeding chain

of Mumbai neighbourhoods and mostresidents have city

electricity meters. But the loose habits of the past persist.
Residents still steal power on special occasions,

weddings or funerals that need to be lit brighter than

their home meters can bear.
SEE PAGE 6 COL 5

Iconic voice
falls silent,
forever

SPORTS REPORTER

Abdul Hamid is no
more. The pioneer of
Bengali sports com-

mentary in our
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

PRAYER TIMING August 5
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1245 1-15

Asr 5-00 5-15

Maghrib 6-42 6-52

Esha 8-15 8-45 16
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Politics is
the bar

Mankin on
indigenous debate

STAFF CORRESPONDENT SOHEL PARVEZ
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K -~ Shoppers crowd a store in Bashundhara City complex in the capital yesterday to buy Panjabis
as the Eid shopping frenzy gets into its stride.

Panjabi catches imagination

opened in March in Rankin Street of

The government is
reluctant to recognise
the Jumma people as
“Indigenous” proba-

bly due to political
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

quins display the latest in
Eid this year.

Country Boy is a store that

Wari. The store now receives an

Menswear showrooms have stocked .
increased turnout of shoppers,

up on a wide range of colour, design
and fabric choices for panjabisin the
last couple of months. The manne-

mainly the youth.

style for

"Nowadays, the youth loves to
wear panjabi to celebrate occasions.
As we have a wide range of collec-
tions and designs, we have kept
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panjabis on the display to attract
young shoppers ahead of Eid," said
Omar Farug, manager of Country

Boy showroom in Wari.
The Country Boy showroom is not

alone. Other menswear brands such

as Cats Eye, Artisti, Richman and
SEE PAGE 6 COL 5
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