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Local shopkeepers remove
traffic barriers on
Sonargaon Road in the
capital yesterday. Inset,
rubbles are seen in the
foreground after traffic
installations are destroyed
while shop owners and
staff demonstrate in the
background to press for
cancellation of one-way
traffic system on the road,
saying such a restriction is
resulting in low turnout of
customers in their markets.

Obama 'backs
Syrian rebels'

Signed secret order seeking
Assad's ouster

REUTERS, Washington

President Barack Obama has signed a secret order
authorising US support for rebels seeking to depose
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and his government,
sources familiarwith the matter said.

Obama’'s order, approved earlier this year and known
as an intelligence "finding,” broadly permits the CIA and
other US agencies to provide support that could help the
rebels oust Assad.

This and other developments signal a shiftt toward
growing, albeit still circumscribed, support for Assad's
armed opponents -- a shift that intensified following last
month's failure of the UN Security Council to agree on
tougher sanctions against the Damascus government.

The White House is for now apparently stopping short
of giving the rebels lethal weapons, even as some US
allies do just that.

But the US and European officials have said that there
have been noticeable improvements in the coherence and

effectiveness of Syrian rebel groups in the past few weeks.
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Four telcos

Bolt v Blake

set to get
2G licence The track & field starts today
renewed AFP, London

The countdown towards what is being
hyped as the fastest race in history
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licences renewed on
Tuesday for the next 15
years.

Z1a Ahmed, chairman
of Bangladesh
Telecommunication

Regulatory Commission
(BTRC), said they have
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