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KIDNAPPING RAJSHAHI 1 RADER

BCL leader freed
amid protest

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Bagha police released a
leader of Awami League-
backed Bangladesh Chhatra
League following street
protests by his fellows in
Charghat upazila early yes-
terday, only hours after he
and five others were arrested
forkidnappinga trader.

Ekramul Haque, 38, pres-
ident of BCL's Charghat
upazila unit, was released
around 12:00am on bail as
per law on medical grounds,
said Ali Ahmed Hashmi,
officer-in-charge of Bagha
Police Station.

“Ekramul felt serious
pain in the chest soon after
Rab handed him over to
police. Later, doctors sug-
gested him bed-rest for
seven days,” the OC said
mentioning that Ekramul
was accused in the abduc-
tion case.

The five others including
Bulbul Ahmed, 29, a ward
councilor of Charghat
municipality, were sent to
court implicating them in
the abduction case. The
court sent them tojail.

The four others were
Bulbul's brother Titon
Hossain, 19, and BCL activ-
ists Motiur Rahman, 21,
Jahangir Alam, 28, and
Masud Rana, 22.

According to Rab and the
victim's family, the arrestees
asked mango trader Hasan
Ali of Binodhpur area in
Rajshahi City over phone to
come to Bagha in a business
purpose on Tuesday after-
noon.

They kidnapped and
confined him at the house of
one Sirajul Islam at
Meramatpur village in
Charghat. The accused then
demanded Tk 2 lakh as ran-
som from his family.

Father of the victim Islam
Mondol submitted a com-
plaint with Rab-5. The elite
force members arrested the
six from Meramatpur village
around 4:00pm on
Wednesday when they went
there to collect the ransom
money, said Rab officials.

Rab members also res-
cued Hasan following state-
ment of the arrestees.

Protesting the arrest of
Ekramul, BCL leaders, activ-
ists and Awami League men
barricaded Rajshahi-Bagha
road at Charghat around
8:00pm. They also damaged
some vehicles when police
used batons on them around
9:00pm.

Later, they declared an
indefinite barricade
programme demanding the
release of Ekramul.

Anwar Hossain, president
of Charghat upazila Awami
League, claimed that local
people gotangry at the arrest
as Ekramul was not involved
in the kidnapping.

Contacted, Ekramul told
this correspondent that he
was onrestat home.

He and Bulbul went to the

scene for leading arbitration

over the matter, Ekramul
claimed.
He, however, admitted

that none of the victim's
family was present during
the negotiation.

Nepal to get
access to Ctg,

Mongla ports
Says Dipu Moni

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh is working
towards providing Nepal
with transit to access
Chittagong and Mongla
seaports, said Foreign
Minister Dipu Moni yester-
day.

She said this to Durga
Prasad Bhattarai, visiting
foreign secretary of Nepal,
when he called on her at the
foreign ministry in the capi-
tal.

Dipu Moni informed
Bhattarai that Rohanpur-
Singabad rail transit route is
available to Nepal, adding
that the standard operating
procedure is operational,
which allows Nepalese cargo
trucks to enter 200 metres
into the zero point of
Bangladesh at Banglabandha
land portin Panchagarh.

The foreign minister
stressed the need for coop-
eration in managing water
resources and hydropower
for mutual benefits.

Dipu Moni invited
Bhattarai to attend a meet-
ing of joint working group
that Bangladesh is going to
host in September. She said
Bangladesh attaches high
importance to its relations
with Nepal.

Bangladesh and Nepal on
July 31 signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding on bilateral
consultations between the
foreign ministries ofboth.

Bhattarai thanked
Bangladesh government for
allowing Nepal to use
Chittagong and Mongla ports.
He said he is looking forward
to holding the next round of
foreign office consultations by
the end of this year.

Syrian rebels

FROM PAGE 20

That represents a significant
change in assessments of the
rebels by Western officials,
who previously characterised
Assad's opponents as a disor-
ganised, almost chaotic,
rabble.

Precisely when Obama
signed the secret intelligence
authorisation, an action not
previously reported, could
notbedetermined.

The full extent of clandes-
tine support that agencies like
the CIA might be providing
alsoisunclear.

White House spokesman
Tommy Vietor declined com-
ment.

NERVE CENTRE

A US government source
acknowledged that under
provisions of the presidential
finding, the United States was
collaborating with a secret
command centre operated by
Turkeyand itsallies.

Last week, Reuters
reported that, along with
Saudi Arabia and Qatar,
Turkey had established a
secret base near the Syrian
border to help direct vital
military and communica-
tions supporttoAssad's oppo-
nents.

This "nerve centre" is in
Adana, a city in southern
Turkey about 60 miles from
the Syrian border, which is

also home to Incirlik, a US air
base where US military and
intelligence agencies main-
tainasubstantial presence.

On Tuesday, NBC News
reported that the Free Syrian
Army had obtained nearly two
dozen surface-to-air missiles,
weapons that could be used
against Assad's helicopters
and fixed-wingaircraft.

NBC said the shoulder-
fired missiles, also known as
MANPADs, had been deliv-
ered to the rebels via Turkey.

On Wednesday, however,
Bassam al-Dada, a political

adviser to the Free Syrian
Army, denied the NBC report,
telling the Arabic-language
TV network Al-Arabiya that
the group had "not obtained
anysuchweaponsatall.”

US government sources
said they could not confirm
the MANPADs deliveries, but
could not rule them out either.

Current and former US
and European officials previ-
ously said that weapons sup-
plies, which were being
organised and financed by
Qatar and Saudi Arabia, were
largely limited to guns and a
limited number of anti-tank
weapons, such as bazookas.

Reuters first reported last
week that the White House
had crafted adirective author-
ising greater US covert assis-
tance to Syrian rebels. It was
unclear at that time whether
Obamahad signed it.

OVERT SUPPORT

Separately from the presi-
dent's secret order, the
Obama administration has
stated publicly that it is pro-
viding some backing for
Assad'sopponents.

The State Department said
onWednesday the US govern-
ment had set aside a total of
$25 million for "non-lethal"
assistance to the Syrian oppo-
sition.

The State Department also
says the US has set aside $64
million in humanitarian
assistance for the Syrian
people, including contribu-
tions to the World Food
Programme, the International
Committee of the Red Cross
and otheraid agencies.

Also onWednesday, the US
Treasury confirmed it had
granted authorisation to the
Syrian Support Group,
Washington representative
of one of the most active
rebel factions, the Free
Syrian Army, to conduct
financial transactions on the
rebel group’s behalf.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Divisional Forest Officer
Chittagong South Forest Division
Forest Hill, Nandan Kanan, Chittagong, Bangladesh

Corrigendum Notice

Notice No. 04/2012-13

Tender Notice No. 31/SRAP of 2011-12 Date: 7 June, 2012

Invitation for: For Supply

Operation of Passenger Ropeway with Cable Car.

Installation, Commissioning, Maintenance &

Date: 24/07/2012

ltem No. Previous date Corrected date
15. | Tender last selling date | 29 July, 2012 12 August, 2012
16. | Tender submission date | 30 July, 2012 Time: 2.00pm | 13 August, 2012 Time:
1.00pm
17. | Tender opening date 30 July, 2012 Time: 3.00pm | 13 August, 2012 Time:
2.00pm

GD-3049

Md. Baktiar Nur Siddiqui
Divisional Forest Officer
Chittagong South Forest Division
Chittagong, Bangladesh
Phone- 88-031-637328
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INT'L DAY OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

Santu demands
right to observe

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Observing the International
Day of the World's
Indigenous Peoples is a fun-
damental right of the Jumma
communities, says indige-
nous leader Jyotirindra
Bodhipriya Larma, popularly
known as Santu Larma.

"This day is [like] a plat-
form of uniting the indige-
nous people and getting
imbued with new sprit to
secure their rights," said

Santu Larma, president of

Bangladesh Forum for
Indigenous People, at a press
conference at a city hotel,
ahead of the international
dayon August9.

He also announced a six-
day programme from today
to celebrate the day. The
programmes include discus-
sions, workshop and friendly
football match.

"The indigenous people
have been conducting demo-
cratic movement year after
year aiming to protect their
rights and with a hope to

establish the rights of self-
governance someday.

“Targeting the goal, the
indigenous people of the
country will celebrate the
Day like elsewhere in the
globe,"” he said.

Santu Larma, also chair-
man of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts regional Council,
slated the government for
trying to refrain the indige-
nous people from celebrat-
ing the Day, and demanded
that the government observe
the day officially.

On March 11, an official
letter, signed by LGRD minis-
try's the then Deputy
Secretary Sarwar Bari, was

issued to the deputy com-
missioners in every district.
The letter directed to refrain
from cooperating celebra-
tion of the Day and to launch
campaign that there were no
“indigenous” or Adivasi
people in Bangladesh, he
claimed.

From the press meet,
Santu Larma placed 10-point
demands to protect the rights
of the indigenous people.

The demands include
constitutional recognition of
the indigenous people, pro-
tecting their rights for lands,
implementation of the CHT
Peace Accord of 1997, intro-
ducing reserved seats for the
CHT and formulation of
indigenous people's rights
act.

Secretary General of
Bangladesh Forum for
Indigenous People Sanjeeb
Drong, noted columnist
Syed Abul Maksud and
Dhaka University history
teacher Prof Mesbah Kamal
were also present at the
press meet.

PADMA LLOAN

Muhith still hopetul

STAR REPORT

Finance Minister AMA
Muhith has expressed hope
that the government may
reach a settlement with the
World Bank on funding the
Padma bridge project.

“It is possible to reach a
solution with theWorld Bank
soon,” Muhith told BBC
Bangla Service on
Wednesday.

Mentioning the steps
taken to fulfil the World
Bank's conditions, the gov-
ernment has sent a letter to
the global lender requesting
to reconsider its loan cancel-
lation decision.

Mubhith said the negotia-
tion with the World Bank
(WB) reached a certain stage

that made him hopeful of

breaking the deadlock.
About the Malaysian
delegation, which is sched-
uled to arrive in Dhaka in
early August with a funding
proposal for the project, the
finance minister said the
government was scrutinis-
ing all the ways of funding.
And as part of it, the gov-
ernment will also review
Malaysia's proposal, he said.
The WB on June 29
cancelled its $1.2 billion
project funding that it had
kept suspended since last
September on allegations
that ex-communication
minister Abul Hossain and
some public officials were
involved in corruption in
selecting the Canadian
company SNC-Lavalin for
the bridge's supervisory

work.

Abul Hossain was later
transferred to the ICT minis-
try on December 5 in the
face of the allegation of
corruption by the WB.
Finally, he quit on July 23
after a prolonged contro-
Versy.

Abul's resignation came a
day after the finance minis-
ter said the government had
been considering accepting
the WB's fourth condition to
persuade the global lender
to review the cancellation of
the Padma bridge loan.

The WB's fourth condi-
tion was that the govern-
ment send on leave the
public officials and Abul
Hossain, who were presum-
ably involved in corruption
in the project.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Television
Television Bhaban
Rampura, Dhaka-1219

Invitation for Tender

1 Ministry/Division Ministry of Information.

2 Agency Bangladesh Television.

3 Purchaser name Director General, Bangladesh Television.

4 Purchaser code N/A.

9 Purchaser district Dhaka.

§ Invitation for Supply, installation, testing and commissioning of TV Broadcasting

Complex on Turnkey Basis.

Equipment and Related Services for Extension Building of Dhaka TV

7 Invitation ref. No.

Invitation for International Tender No. 15.54.0000.023.14.112.12/864.

8 Date 30-07-2012.
KEY INFORMATION
9 Procurement method Open Tendering Method (OTM), International Competitive Tender
(ICT).
FUNDING INFORMATION
10 | Budget and source of funds GOB.
| 11 _| Development partners _ _None.
PARTICULAR INFORMATION
12 | Project/programme code 2860

13 | Project/programme name

Equipping the Studios Of Extension Building of Dhaka TV Complex.

14 | Tender package no.

GD-1.

15 | Tender package name

Complex on Turnkey Basis.

Supply, installation, testing and commissioning of TV Broadcasting
Equipment and Related Services for Extension Building of Dhaka TV

16 | Tender publication date

30-07-2012.

17 | Tender last selling date

12.09.2012.

18 | Tender closing date and time

e T et

| 13-09-2012, 12.00 hr. BST.

19 | Tender opening date and time 13-09-2012, 12.10 hr. BST.
20 | Name & address of the office(s)
Selling tender document Office of the Project Director, Bangladesh Television, Television
Bhaban, Rampura, Dhaka-1219.
Receiving tender document Conference Room, Bangladesh Television, Television Bhaban,
Rampura, Dhaka-1219.
Opening tender document Conference Room, Bangladesh Television, Television Bhaban,
Rampura, Dhaka-1219.
21 | Pre-tender meeting place, date, | Conference Room, Bangladesh Television, Television Bhaban,

time

' Rampura, Dhaka-1219, Date 12-08-2012, Time: 11.00 hr BST.

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

T s e

22 | Eligibility of tenderer Manufacturer/manufacturer's authorized supplier.
23 | Brief description of goods 48 TB SAN Storage Server, Play Out Video Server, Domain Server,
Network Switch elc.
24 | Brief description of related | System design, drawing, installation, testing, commissioning and local
Services on-site training etc.
25 | Price of tender document Tk. 3,000.00 (three thousand) only.
26 | Amount of tender security Tk. 2,80,000.00 (two lac & eighty thousand) or US$ 3,400.00 (three
thousand four hundred) only.
The tender security shall be in the form of an Irevocable Bank
Guarantee issued by an internationally reputable bank and shall
require to be endorsed by its any correspondent bank located in
Bangladesh.
PURCHASER DETAILS
27 | Name of official inviting tender | Md. Raihanul Hogue,
28 | Designation of official inviting | Project Director & Senior Engineer.
tender
29 | Address of official inviting | Bangladesh Television, Television Bhaban, Rampura, Dhaka-1219.
lender
30 | Contact details of official | Tel: Fax: E-mail:
inviting tender 880-2-9360702 880-2-8312927 raihanbtv@yahoo.com
31 | The purchaser reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders,
Md. Raihanul Hoque
Project Director

GD-3051

On behalf of Director General




