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Consumption of shoots threatens
bamboo production in CHT

KAFIL MAHMUD, Khagrachhari

Bamboo production is
under serious threat as
ignorant locals are indis-
criminately cutting shoots
for human consumption,
defying a ban,

The Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) is one of the
largest producers of bamboo
in the country and if the
production is hampered,
there will be a serious scar-
city of bamboo in the coun-
try. The government will also

be losing crores of taka in
revenue from this natural

resource of the CHT.
Throughout the coun-

try, bamboo is a vital com-
ponent for pulp, besides
its importance in con-
struction sector, rural
home building and many

other purposes.
In a bid to increase bam-

boo production, the forest
officials concerned in
Khagrachhari, Rangamati
and Bandarban imposed a
three-month ban in June on
all kinds of bamboo-cutting
in 25 upazilas of CHT as
bamboo shoots start grow-
ingin the monsoon.

Traditionally, bamboo
shoot is a popular dish
among the tribal popula-
tion. But over the years it has
become popular among
Bangalee settlers too,
increasing much its demand
asavegetable.

Due to lack of policing
and publicity of the ban,
more people are getting into
the trade of collecting and
selling the shoots openly in

the markets.
Ratnamoni Chakma of

the district recently brought
about 12 kilogram shoots to
Modhupur Bazar in the
town for sale. She said she
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Two persons gather bamboo shoots, a popular food among the tribal people of Chittagong Hill Tracts, to take them to
Shanirbar Bazar in Khagrachari district for sale.

was not at all aware of the
ban on cutting of bamboo

shoots.
“Believe me if I knew

about the ban I would
never try to cut or sell
shoots,” she said.
Vegetable trader at
Khagrachhari bazaar Shefali
Marma said she sells about
45 kilogram of shoots every
dayataround Tk 40 per kg.
Shefali said that poor
villagers in different areas of
the district including
Alutila, Krishigobesana,
and Noimile collect the
shoots from the adjoining

bamboo clusters and sell
those to the traders at a
slightly cheaper rate.
Mohammad Mizan, a
bamboo trader at
Khgrachhari bazaar for last 15
years, said bamboo produc-
tion is falling every year due to
illegal collection and sale of

shoots for consumption.
Ananta Bikash Tripura, a

first class contractor of the
district, said if the consump-
tion of bamboo shoots is not
stopped during the mon-
soon, bamboo prices will go
up affecting the construc-
tionsector of the country.

“Now a piece of a good
quality bamboo ranges
between Tk 150 and 170. The
other variety (muli) costs
between Tk 1000 and 1200
per bundle of 100 pieces.

“We are already witness-
ing a 30 percent rise in bam-
boo prices compared to last
year's,” Ananta added.

Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) of
Khagrachhari Mohammad
Zohurul Alam said the ban
was imposed in accor-
dance with a work plan,
prepared by Conservator
of Forest Mahbubuddin

Chowdhury.

The Karnaphuli Paper
Mill relies heavily on bam-
boo from the area but now
the mill is facing closure due
to the shortage of bamboo,
he said. “We are trying to
increase awareness among
local people through com-

munity leaders,” he said.
In the 2010-11 fiscal year,

the forest department of
Khagrachhari alone issued
permits to harvest nearly 33
lakh pieces of bamboos,

from which the government
earned Tk 28.48 lakh in

revemnue.

SHARANKHOLA CLASH

JCD leader
killed in
infighting

A CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

A union level Jatiyatabadi
Chhattra Dal (JCD) leader,
who was seriously injured
in a factional clash between
two local JCD groups at
Rayenda in Sharankhola
upazila on Friday night,
died at a clinic in Khulna on
Monday night.

The victim was iden-
tified as Hasan Akon, 16,
JCD organizing secre-
tary of Rayenda unit and
son of Joynal Akon of
Jilbunia village in same
upazila.

Father of the victim
Joynal filed a case with
Sharonkhola police station
accusing 11, including the
upazila unit BNP secretary
Anwar Hossain on charge of
killing his son.

Police, locals and family
sources said, two rival BNP
groups, led by the upazila
unit BNP president Matiiur
Rahman and secretary
Anwar Hossain engagedina
clash over control of an
extended workers' meeting
of JCD, held at Rayenda
Pilot High School ground on
Friday night.

The clash left eight peo-
ple, including Hasan
injured from both sides.

Being informed, police
rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under
control.

The injured were admit-
ted to a local hospital from
where Hasan was shitted to
a private clinic in Khulna.
There he succumbed to his
injuries at 10:00pm on
Monday.

Police, however,
arrested Anwar following
the case filed by the wvic-
tim's tather.

THAKURGAON DIABETIC HOSPITAL

Patients suffer
as druggists
assoc bans fair
price sale

QUAMRUL ISLAM RUBAIYAT,
Thakurgaon

Around 4000 diabetic
patients of Swasthaseba
Hospital in the town have to
buy insulin and other medi-
cines for higher prices from
outside as Thakurgaon
Chemists and Druggists
Association allegedly forced
medical representatives to
stop supplying the items to
the hospital pharmacy hos-
pital three months ago.

Authorities set up the
pharmacy inside the diabetic
hospital, facilitating the
patients to buy medicines for
fair prices, said hospital
sources and patients.

The hospital sells insulin to
its patients at Tk 1,000 a vial
while pharmacies in the town
sellitforTk 1,100to 1400.

But the drug association
forced stopping medicine sup-
ply by representatives of differ-
ent pharmaceutical companies
to the pharmacy at Swasthaseba
Hospital in last April without
showinganyreason.

The association members
even manhandled a few medi-
cal representatives when they
went to supply insulin and
other drugs to the hospital.

Following a memoran-
dum submitted by diabetic
patients to the deputy com-
missioner (DC) for taking
steps to resolve the problem,
the district administration
arranged a negotiation at the
conference room of the DC
office on July 20.

Leaders of Thakurgaon
Chemists and Druggists

Association, officials of
Swasthaseba Hospital, rul-
ing party leaders of the dis-
trict and local journalists
attended the meeting with
3L Muhammad
Shahiduzzaman in the chair.
In the meeting, it was
decided that the medical
representatives could sup-
ply insulin and other drugs
to Swasthaseba Hospital.
Even after the settlement,
medicine supply to the hospi-
tal is yet to resume, Dr Ekramul
Hossain Swapan, executive
director of Swasthaseba
Hospital, told this correspon-

dentonSaturday.
"The drug store owners in

the town have formed a syn-
dicate to prevent the medical
representatives from supply-
ing insulin to the hospital.
The syndicate is out to make
exorbitant profit by prevent-
ing the patients from buying
medicines for fair prices at
the hospital pharmacy,” said
Abul Khayer, 75, a diabetic
patient of Hallpara in
Thakurgaon town.

When contacted, Azizur
Rahman, president of
Thakurgaon district Chemists
and Druggists Association,
said, "The problem was
resolved through arbitration
and I have already instructed
the representatives to supply
medicines to the drug store of
the hospital."

Meanwhile, 2-3 compa-
nies have resumed 'condi-
tional' supply of a few drugs
in the last couple of days,
pharmacy sources said.

Tower soon on Kuakata
beach to watch nature

Site selected at Huchanpara

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

The Ministry of Civil
Aviation and Tourism will
build a 175 feet high tower
on Kuakata sea beach so
that tourists can enjoy
natural beauty of the
beach and watch both
sunrise and sunset from
the tower.

After selecting a site at
Huchanpara near the
main point of the sea
beach, Patuakhali district
administration has sent a
proposal to the ministry
forits approval.

Kalapara upazila
administartion has also

sent a proposal to the
ministry to acquire two
acres of land in the area to
build the tower.

Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) Dedarey
Alam Mohammad
Maksud Chowdhury said
the proposed tower will
be 175 feet in height. It
will have a restaurant at
110 feet height, an open-
air deck at 126 feet height
and two separate lifts--
one for male and the other
for female tourists, the
UNO added.

A four-member team
headed by Md Jamal
Hossain, deputy secretary
of the civil aviation and

tourism ministry con-
ducted a feasibility study
on Kuakata beach on May
15. The other members of
the team are Khalid bin
Majid, manager (plan-
ning) of the same ministry,
Asifur Rahman Bhuiyan,
assistant chief engineer ot
the Department of

Archaeology and a rep-
resentative of
Patuakhali DC.

The body submitted its
report to civil aviation and
tourism ministry on May
30. Later, the ministry
asked Patuakhali DC to
select a site for the tower
and send a proposal in
this regard.

Man killed
by son
in Sylhet

UNB, Sylhet

An elderly man was
killed allegedly by his
son over a family dispute
in the city s Surma resi-
dential area on Sunday
night.

The dead is Aftab Ali, 56,
ofthe area.

Police said Akter
Hossain Deepu alleg-
edly hit in the had of
his father Aftab with a

stick, leaving him
critically injured at
about 8 pm.

He was rushed to Sylhet
Osmani Medical College
Hospital where the duty
doctor declared him dead
on arrival.

Police arrested Deepu
on charge of killing his
father.
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The recent downpour has left Kalapara-Kuakata road near Alipur ferry terminal denuded of bricks, mortar and tar. Now

there are only sticky mud and potholes, putting vehicular movement at grave risk. Another fall-out is that the condition
of the road makes it extremely difficult for tourists to travel to Kuakata beach.

H&M BANGLADESH IS ON THE LOOKOUT FOR A
THE REGION BASED IN OUR DHAKA, BANGLADESH PRODUCTION OFFICE.

FOR

As one of the world's largest tashion retailers and Bangladesh's leading garment exporter, it's no surprise
that H&M's Bangladesh office has been growing significantly in recent years.

But H&M also cares for the world we live in, and our Sustainability Team helps to share our environmental
and social efforts with the press and media. When it comes to the Team, activities are abundant and
everyone Is passionate, knowledgeable, and fun to work with too. Working here, your contributions will be
recognised from day one, and your colleagues are always eager to learn and share. With ever increasing
attention from the media, keeping contact with stakeholders is always an integral part of our work. Our
Sustainability Team is already 17 members strong, and it’s still growing. So what are you waiting for?

Dhaka, Bangladesh
Bangladesh (mainly), India, Sri Lanka & Pakistan

Proactive communication & information sharing
« Actively communicate using diverse channels;
contributing to better visibility of H&M's

Sustainability work.

Represent H&M in selected local meetings /
events where our presence is needed or
beneficial to our work being portrayed in a

positive light.

Highlight the best Sustainability practices to
suppliers, and proactively communicate

where necessa I'y.

Maintain an extensive knowledge and
understanding of our ground level programmes /

activities.

Be the contact person for the press department
and handle all requests in close coordination
with the production office.

Coordinate stakeholder engagement

« Follow positive developments, and
constructively engage external partners and
stakeholders in shared efforts when necessary.
Responsible for donor / stakeholder visits to

factories.

Facilitate / moderate stakeholder dialogue
based on the needs of the Sustainability
Manager and seniors on relevant subjects.

Document & analyse updates on

regional sustainability developments

« Document improvements, success stories
and the impact of our factory activities on a

regular basis.

Analyse cases and support the Sustainability
Manager to develop activities catering to the
needs of the country as well as stakeholders.
Provide regular updates with analysis on critical
iIssues of the industry to the Sustainability

Manager and seniors.

Provide supporting information and facts
regarding relevant events and incidents.

Internal cooperation with

Sustainability & Communication Department
+ Consulting the Global Sustainability Department
to develop agendas for stakeholder dialogues in

different countries.

Consulting the Communication / Press /
Information and Sustainability Departments in
actively interacting with local and international

media / journalists.

Draft media messages in collaboration with
the Communication Departments of

respective countries.

Prepare country-specific Q&A.

We're looking for a strategic thinker, able to understand diverse perspectives
with extensive knowledge on CSR specific to textiles and connected socio-environmental
aspects in the region; an effective communicator in both written and spoken English and in
local language with abilities to network and engage with stakeholders; a decision maker
who inspires and sees the bigger picture. So if you've got integrity and prior experience,
essentially in CSR and preferably in communication, please send your cover letter and
updated résumeé within the next two weeks to

HR Manager
Puls Trading Far East Ltd. (H&M)
House No. NW (K) 8/A, Road No. 50
Gulshan - 2, Dhaka - 1212
Bangladesh

or.

Only shortlisted candidates will be notified via phone or email.




