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Chinese food tor thought
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Political scientists can go on

debating over which politi-
cal system-- democracy,
autocracy or communisim--
is good for the people. But
eventually, what it all boils
down to is the welfare of the
people or the lack of it.

“They (critics) don't
understand China,” Li Jun,
the Chinese ambassador to
Bangladesh, tells The Daily
Star. “But we know their
countries better than them.”

Truly, a look inside China
can offer some food for
serious thought for all, espe-
cially for Bangladeshis.
China and Bangladesh
indeed have two different
government systems. Yet,
once in China, one cannot
help but go for a reality
check on people's status in
politics and the state of
affairs backhome.

The legendary American
president Abraham Lincoln
possibly set the tone for the
government of every politi-
cal system with his immortal
quote: “Government of the
people, by the people, for the
people.”

The ruling Communist
Party of China (CPC), which
is the head and heart of the
Chinese government, is also
tuned to it, maybe in a differ-
ent way. Talking with top
leaders, people and foreign-
ers, it appeared that the CPC
has its government system
cutout for the people.

Food prices continue to
oo up globally, with China
being the only exception.
When asked, commoners
struggled to name a single
food item that was spiked in
recent years. Prices of basic
food items remain the same,
if not reduced. Very recently,
the Chinese government
halved bus and metro rail
fares, and telephone tariff to
facilitate people's mobility
and national cell phone
obsession.

In Bangladesh, prices that
go up never come down.
Prices of essentials keep on
soaring at every excuse
available. If there is no rea-
son, then it is left to market
manipulators with the gov-
ernment being a spectator.
People are left to reel from
over llpc food inflation.
Utility bills and transport
costs are being hiked inter-
mittently. Now, the finance
minister wants 25pc tariff
from mobile calls.

Of course, all these
Chinese price comforts are
heavily subsidised. But the

CPC has a good justification
too: a chunk of people's
money should be spent on
people's comfort. And who
cares to know about the state
of government coffers when
the economy is booming?

Critics may argue it is a
usual trick of all authoritar-
ian governments that try
beyond their ability to make
people happy and keep
regimes away from danger.

In reality, the CPC cares
least about popular stunts.
China precisely knows what
it needs to do in the next five
years and who are to imple-
ment it. It always comes
through a process, and
China's priorities are always
fixed. Behind the scenes, the
CPC bigwigs dedicate their
time to researching strate-
gies of the world and the
needs of China before draw-
ing up an action plan for the
future. They spend years to
find out loopholes in the
plan and plug them. At the
same time, through a proven
electoral process emerge the
leaders who will carry out
the CPC strategy over the
next five years.

Leaders of the next gov-
ernment demonstrate their
ability and vision at the
grassroots level and then
proceed to win the vote of
confidence of central lead-
ers. In the shadow of the
president, his successor
spends months in examin-
ing the jobs in hand and
prepares himself for a
smooth and swift execution.
Just the way Vice President
Xi Jinping is now waiting in
the wings of President Hu
Jintao, who will retire later in
the year after completing the
maximum two 5-year terms
in office. Hu has been
extremely successful, and
the Chinese people know for
sure his successor will be
even more dynamic and
conquering. They are wait-
ing eagerly for a fasterride to
development.

The outcome of the
Chinese system is all too
evident. The statistics are
enough to silence even the
harshest of its critics. Led by
the CPC, China has become
the world's second largest
economy, largest product
exporter, largest industrial
manufacturer, second larg-
est importer and owner of
largest foreign exchange
reserves.

Interestingly, China is not
resting on its laurels. “China
is not perfect,” Luan
Jianzhang, a top CPC leader,

admits flatly. The country is
continuously identifying its
mistakes and correcting
them in a systemic way,
through which China
embraced reforms in 1978
and moved on.

In contrast, Bangladesh
continues to date a heart-
breaking reality for ages.
Like it or not, it is either
Khaleda Zia or Sheikh
Hasina. People dare not
dream of all-conquering
leaders. Neither do they
expect politicians to work
for the people and their right
to economic development
and welfare. They only cast
their votes and hope that
things will not get any worse
with the change of govern-
ment.

China deals with law-
breakers ruthlessly. Lethal
melamine was found in
Chinese powdered milk, and
the scam sparked a global
outcry a couple of years
back. Quick deaths, penal-
ties and a shutdown of facto-
ries cleaned up the industry
in weeks. The culprits or the
accused did not have a
chance to manipulate the
judiciary and obtain an
'injunction’ or 'stay order’
on justice literally like our
toxic paracetamol syrup
manufacturers, who are
accused of killing over 2,700
children between 1972 and
1992.

Chinese law enforcement
may be accused of human
rights violations. But, at
least, China is not allowing
its law to be abused by
snatchers, grabbers of rivers
and properties, corrupt
people, killers and drug
traders.

The CPC identified cor-
ruption as the biggest threat
to its development and
declared total war against
the menace 10 years back.
According to statistics, it
saved so far about Tk
92,000cr in a province of
Guangdong alone through
anti-corruption initiatives.

Our governments Loo
declared zero tolerance
against corruption. Yet,
corruption rules supreme.
No wonder why Chinese
companies that are clean at
home get questioned about
their affairs in Bangladesh.

China is a follower of
different schools of human
rights, and fails to under-
stand the West's concern for
its actions. To it, human
rights are all about people's
rights to economy, religion,
development and security.

The country is a home to
one fifths of the world popu-
lation, with 130cr of 134cr
population living in the rural
and urban areas.
Understandably, develop-
ment programmes are
directed towards rural and
urban population.

The village development
programme of the CPC can
be an eye-opener to the
developing world. Farmers
get modern city amenities
and farming facilities inside
a developed village. No
middleman is raking money
as easy road communica-
tions allows farmers to sell
their produce at market
prices.

Statistics show China's
per capita income crossed
$5,000 last year, and about
50 million people came out
of poverty in last 5 years.
And, unlike Bangladesh,
Chinese cities never get
crowded with rural people.

The Han people consti-
tute 92 percent of the
Chinese population. But the
Muslim population of about
5 crore is enjoying preferen-
tial treatment. All currencies
carry Arabic words along
with the Chinese. 'One fam-
ily, one child'" population
policy strictly enforced on
Hans since 1970s. But the
CPC, in a show of respect for
religion, has never imposed
this restriction on Muslims.

Bangladesh is still known
for its traditional secular
nature and religious toler-
ance. But this Muslim-
majority nation is getting
insensitive too towards
minority communities.
Secularism could not be
brought back into the con-
stitution yet, and state-run
TV and radio stopped cita-
tion of Gita and Tripitaka
long ago.

The CPC is accused of
being least tolerant of
opposing views, and free-
dom of press and politics.
The Chinese leadership
argues, saying that its politi-
cal system is open only to co-
operation and consultation,
not confrontation. Strange
na it may sound, but China
has eight minor parties, 'co-
operating' with the CPC and
contributing to the 'peace-
ful' development of the
country.

Peaceful development is
what suits China. And this
system of control is serving
China, so much so that the
CPC cares least about the
concerns of the world out-
side.
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NBR mulls surcharge
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Ahmed told a press confer-

ence at its headquarters in
the capital yesterday.

The tax authority also
mulls offering tax rebate for
donations to Padma bridge
fund, he added.

The conference was
organised to review the reve-
nue collection performances
in the 2011-12 fiscal year and
steps taken to achieve the
revenue collection target for
the current fiscal year.

The NBR earned Tk 94,447
crore in revenue in the last
fiscal year, exceeding its
target 0f92,370 crore.

It started examining
scopes to impose surcharges
after the cabinet on July 9
decided to start construction
of the 6.15-kilometre long
Padma bridge with domestic
finance.

The decision came after
the World Bank (WB)
cancelled its $1.2 billion loan
agreement for the bridge on
“corruption charges.”

The WB along with Jica,
ADB and IDB had promised
to provide $2.3 billion for the
estimated $2.9 billion pro-
ject.

Following the resignation
of former communications
minister Syed Abul Hossain
from the cabinet early this
week, the government now
expects the lead financier WB
to revise its loan cancellation
decision,

Asked whether the sur-
charge would be required if
the WB reverses its decision,
the NBR chief said Finance
Minister AMA Muhith has
asked them to proceed on.
"We are looking for options to
ensure the surcharges are

tolerable toall.”

He, however, noted that if
the WB finances the project,
tax burden on people would
be low.

No sector has been
selected yet for imposing the
surcharge, mentioned
Nasiruddin; but as a new
sector, surcharges might be
imposed on mobile phone
calls.

The experience of sur-
charge collection for the
Bangabandhu Bridge will be
a benchmark in this regard,
he said.

Sources at NBR said even
if the WB agrees to finance
the project, the construction
cost is likely to rise to Tk
26,000 crore from the present
estimate of around Tk 21,000
crore due to the delay.

Under such circum-
stances, the government will

Assam riot death toll rises
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districts but there was no

casualty.

Thirteen columns of the
army were deployed in the
four districts of Kokrajhar,
Chirang, Dhubri and
Bongaigaon where they
staged flag marches.

Nearly two lakh people
were rendered homeless in
the violence and about 125
relief camps set up by the
government in the affected
districts.

"Twenty-five people have
been so far killed in Kokrajhar
district while 15 others have
lost their lives in neighbour-
ing Chirang district,”" Assam
Inspector General of Police LR
Bishnoi said in Guwahati,
capital city of Assam. "The
situationisstabilising.”

Assam Chief Minister
Tarun Gogoi held a meeting of
government officials, includ-
ing the chief secretary, to

monitorthe situation.
In an interview to a private

news channel, Tarun said
economic backwardness was
a major reason for ethnic

conflictslike the present one.
His government's focus
was to improve living stan-
dards and create job opportu-
nities so that such events do

notrecur, he added.
Asked if economic growth

would help to bring down
such conflicts based on eth-
nicity and communal ani-
mosity, the chief minister said
"Definitely... such incidents
will definitely go down with
economic growth and more

employmentopportunities.”
He also said, "One of the

reasons why insurgency in the
state has subsided is because
of growing employment
opportunities, development
of infrastructure and expan-
sioninagriculture.”

However, indefinite curfew
continues in Kokrajhar while
night curfew is on in Chirang
and Dhubridistricts.

Nripendra Bhattacharjee,
North Frontier Railway
spokesman, said passenger
and goods trains services had
partially resumed yesterday
afternoon after remaining

stalled for three days.
Meanwhile, India ruled out
Bangladeshi hands in the

ethnicviolence.
Asked about allegations

that some people involved in
the violence might have links
with Bangladesh, Indian
Home Secretary RK Singh told
reporters in New Delhi yester-
day, "The international bor-
der is sealed. It is simply
impossible for any organised
group crossing over to India
from across the border to
carryout theattacks.”

He said 2,000 central secu-
rity personnel have been
deputed to guard Guwahati-
bound trains and railway
tracks which were disrupted
following the violence.

"We have asked the state
government to book ring
leaders of both sides so that
violence can be checked
immediately."

He added 2,500 paramili-
tary personnel have reached
Assam to assist local adminis-
tration to check violence and
restore normalcy.

have to bear the additional
Costs.

The bridge is expected to
boost economic activities in
the south and southwest
regions.

Farmer
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son of Abdur Rashid of
Chandpur village under
Shibganjupazila.

Lt Col Monjurul Alam,
commanding officer of
Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) 9 Battalion, said BSF
personnel of Doulatpur
camp opened fire on Sanaul
while he was irrigating a field
near the border around
2:15pm.

Sanaul died on the spot,
he added.

Monjurul also said BGB
yesterday had convened a
flag meeting with BSF at
company commander level
to protest the killing,

Police sent the body to
Chapainawabganj Adhunik
Sadar Hospital morgue for
dan autopsy.

Govt creating
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Khaleda Zia and its Senior
Vice Chairman Tarique
Rahman.

The BNP leader alleged
that cases were being filed
against Khaleda Zia and
Tarique Rahman only to
keep them away from partic-
ipating in the next general
elections.

He said the government is
talking of democracy butitis
indulging in anti-
democratic activities; even
many provisions were
inserted in the constitution
which are directly contradic-
tory to democratic norms.

Mentioning that the
government has failed to run
the country, Mirza Fakhrul
said Syed Abul Hossain's
resignation proves that the
government was involved in
the Padma bridge project
graft.

BNP Joint Secretary
General Aman Ullah Aman
presided over the discus-
sion.

BUET

Bangladesh University of

CE/Tender No-02/12-13/E-61 DR-20(2)

Invitation of Tender

Engineering & Technology, Dhaka

Dated: 23/7/2012

Ministry/Division

Ministry of Education.

Agency/procuring entity name

Bangladesh University of Engineering & Technology, represented by Chief Engineer, BUET.

1
2
3 | Procuring entity district Dhaka, Bangladesh,
4 | Invitation for Mentioned in |dentification of Packages (SI. No-17).
5 | Invitation Ref. No. CE/02/12-13/E-61 6. Date: | 23-7-2012
7| Procurement method Open Tendering Method.
| 8 | Budget and source of funds _Revenue Budget of BUET.
9 | Tender package No. Mentioned in Sl. No-17.
10 | Tender publication date 28.7.2012.
11 | Tender last selling date 12.08.2012 | (During Office hours).
12 | Tender closing date and time upto | 13.8.2012 at 12:45 pm (dropping other days during office hours).

13 | Tender opening date and time

14 | Name & address of the office(s)

13.08.2012

at 02:00pm, tender shall be opened in presence of tenderersitenderer's authonzed
representative(if any). - o
Chief Engineer, Bangladesh University of Engineering & Technology.

=elling tender document (principal)

Engineering Office, BUET, Dhaka.

Selling tender document (others)

Director, Planning and Development, BUET, Dhaka.

Comptroller, BUET, Dhaka.

Receiving tender document

 Engineering Office, BUET, Dhaka.

Director, Planning and Development, BUET, Dhaka.

Comptroller, BUET, Dhaka

Executive Engineer, PWD, Division-1, 15, Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka.
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Opening tender document - Engineering Office, BUET, Dhaka.
15 | Eligibility of tenderer Tenderer must have experience in similar nature of works within past five years.
16 | Price of tender document Package-A: CE//C-35/04-05; Tk. 400/- Package-B: CE/F-18/11-12; Tk. 200/
Package-C: CE//F-26/10-11; Tk. 200/- Package-D: CE//C-36/11-12; Tk. 200/-
Package-E: CE//C-93/10-11; Tk. 200/- Package-F: CE//C-39/10-11; Tk. 200/-
Package-G: CE/IC-19/11-12; Tk. 200/- . Package-H: CE/IC-18/11-12; Tk. 200/-
Package-l: CE//F-7/11-12; Tk. 200/- Package-J: CE/IC-11/11-12; Tk. 200/
17 Package No. Identification of package(s) Location Tender security Completion time in
amount (Tk.) days
Package-A Vertical Extension of Shahid Smrity Hall (Block-C, 4 Floor), BUET 122,500.00 180 days
(CE/C-35/04-05)
Package-B Cloth Curtain for EEE Deptt. in office room, Lab. and Teachers BUET 20,000.00 60 days
(CE/F-18/11-12) room at NAB, BUET.
Package-C Supply Fumiture for 6 Nos. class rooms of 9 floor at New BUET 45,000.00 60 days
(CE/F-26/10-11) Academic Building. .
Package-D Construction of class Il employees building (approach road, BUET 26,000.00 90 days
(CE/C-36/11-12) wooden hand rail, lime terracing) & electric works. .
Package-E Construction of C.I. Shed of Ahsanullah Hall (2™ Floor) East Side BUET 18,500.00 60 days
(CE/C-93/10-11) of Library.
Package-F Supplying of Carpet for Central Mosque. BUET 8,600.00 30 days
(CE/C-39/10-11)
Package-G Construction of Cl Sheet Roofing on Asbestos Sheet of East BUET 1,800.00 30 days
(CE/C-19/11-12) side at Foundry shop of MME Depit.
Package-H Repairing Tin Shed of Hydraulic Flume at IWFM. BUET 4,200.00 60 days
(CE/C-18/11-12)
Package-| Supplying 30 Nos. steel frame armless cushion chair for Robart | BUET 2,700.00 30 days
(CEfF-7111-12) Noyce Simulation Lab in EEE Deptt. at West Palashi and Book
Shelves for IWFM Library, BUET.
Package-J Supplying, Installation and Trial of Grand Roller Machine for 48 BUET 18,000.00 30 days
(CE/C-11/11-12) No. Tower Bhaban, West Palashi Academic Bhaban.
18 | Name of official inviting tender M M Abdul Alim.
19 | Designation of official inviting tender Chief Engineer.
20 | Address of official inviting tender Engineering Office, BUET, Dhaka-1000.
21 | Contact detail of official inviting tender Engineering Office, BUET, Dhaka-1000.
22 | Validity of tender 90 days from the date of tender opening.

23 | Special instruction

The tenderer must submit certified copy of (a) Valid trade license (b) Income Tax certificate (c) Bank solvency certificate (d)
VAT registration certificate (with a document of its validity) (e) Experience certificate with work order (f) A Bank Draft/Pay-
Order issued from any scheduled bank of Bangladesh located in Dhaka City amounting to Taka abovementioned tender
security in favour of the "Comptroller, BUET". The works mentioned in Package No-J will be treated as retender.

Price of tender document must be deposited in BUET A/C, Sonali Bank BUET Branch, Dhaka by prescribed form or must be
submitted a Bank Draft/Pay-Order in favour of Comptroller, BUET issued from any scheduled bank of Bangladesh located in
Dhaka City amounting to Taka mentioned in Sl. No-16. The tenderer or their authorized representatives are allowed to attend
the opening of tenders. The procuring entity reserves the right to accept any tender, to annul the tender process, or to reject
any or all tenders at any time prior to contact award,

GD-2959

M M Abdul Alim
Chief Engineer




