@he Daily Star

DHAKA MONDAY JULY 23, 2012

City

*xINTERNATIONAL

Blasts kill 20,
wound 80
across Iraq

REUTERS, Baghdad

Car bombs in two towns
south of Baghdad and in the
Iraqi city of Najaf killed a
total of 20 people yesterday
and wounded 80, police and
hospital sources said, in one
of the most violent days of
the past two weeks.

Three car bombs killed 11
people and wounded 38 in
Mahmudiya, a town 30 km
south of Baghdad, according
to police.

The first detonated ina car
in a parking lot, the second in
another car as police arrived
at the scene and a third at the
town's police station, the
police sources said.

In Madaen, a town 30 km
southeast of the Iraqgi capi-
tal, two bombs killed five
people and wounded 14 in a
crowded market, police and
hospital sources said.

And car bombs planted in
a busy trading street in
Najaf, 160 km south of
Baghdad, killed four people
and wounded 28, Interior
Ministry sources said.

Although violence in Iraq
has eased since a peak in
2006-2007 when tens of
thousands were killed,
insurgents still carry out
deadly attacks, especially
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US President Barack Obama was set
to visit Colorado yesterday to meet
victims of the Batman theater
massacre, a day after police entered
the gunman's apartment which had
been rigged with booby traps.

Meanwhile, police in Aurora,
Colorado, early yesterday dismissed
suspicions that another person
helped the killer, James Holmes,
prepare the massacre.

Early Friday, Holmes in full body
armor opened fire at a packed US
movie theater in Aurora, creating a
bloodbath which left at least 12 dead
and 58 injured.

Obama's visit also comes after
authorities revealed the names of
the 12 people who died in Friday's
shootings -- including a six-year-old
girl whose mother was also injured
and two US servicemen.

The White House said Obama
would meet with families of the
victims and local officials in Aurora,
near Denver where James Holmes, 24,
is said to have opened fire during a packed
midnight screening of "The Dark Knight
Rises."

The horrific attack in Aurora has revived
the debate over gun control in the United
States, and drew condemnation by Obama
and his Republican White House rival Mitt
Romney. A further 58 people were wounded
in the shooting.Authorities said Holmes
bought more than 6,000 rounds of ammuni-

Obama to meet Batman
shooting victims, families
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Relatives of the victims comfort each other at a
memorial service yesterday in Colorado, USA.

tion online, as well as four guns in the two
months before the rampage.

Chaos erupted when the gunman tossed
two tear gas or smoke grenades into the
audience at a midnight showing of "The Dark
Knight Rises," then gunned down terrified
patrons as they scrambled for the exits.

Police arrested the suspect -- identified as
24-year-old James Holmes -- without
encountering resistance by his car at the rear
of the theater, in Aurora, a suburb of the city
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Invitation to Bid (ITB)

Construction of Core Family Shelters

Empowered lives.
Resillent nations.

UNDP Bangladesh seeks Bid from interested Firms/Companies for the Construction of
Core Family Shelters. All interested Firms/Companies may request the Bidding
documents (ITB) from procurement.bc@undp.org by a formal request to UNDP that will
register bidders into participants list, so any correspondence, questions regarding the
bidding documents and respective answers can be sent to all bidders.

Submission of Bids: The envelope should state the tender subject mentioned above and
should be submitted to the Registry, UNDP, IDB Bhaban (12th Floor), Begum Rokeya
Sharani, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207.

Deadline for the submission of Bids is August 13, 2012, 04.30 p.m. Local Time.

apply.

1. Administration Manager

2. Monitoring and Evaluation Officer
3. Project Officer

4. National Expert (Legal Aid)

Vacancy Announcement

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh a vacancy for the following
posts under Service Contract for the ‘Justice Sector Facility Project. The project
duration is until June 2015.

The duration of the Service Contract is one year initially, subject to renewal on an annual basis
upon satisfactory performance and availability of funds

For details of the Terms of Reference and instructions to apply, please visit our website:
http://www.undp.org.bd/jobs. Applications should be received no later than 17:00, 6 August 2012.
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted. Female candidates are strongly encouraged to

5. Field Officer
6. Communications Officer

7. ICT Manager

Empowered lives,
Resilient nations,

Air strikes kill
15 militants
Pakistan

REUTERS, Kalaya, Pakistan

Pakistani military jets struck
militant hideouts in the
northwest of the country
yesterday, killing 15 militants
and wounding several oth-
ers, military officials said.

The air strikes targeted
four hideouts in the remote
Ghaljo and Dabori areas of
the northwestern Orakzai
tribal region, the officials
said. The locations were
being used by members of
the Pakistan Taliban.

The death toll could not
be independently verified
and militants often dispute
official figures.

The Pakistan military has
been conducting operations
against militants in Orakzai
for months.

Several militant groups
are active in Pakistan's
northwestern semi-
autonomous tribal regions,
near the border with
Afghanistan, including the
Pakistan Taliban, responsible
for many of the bombings
across the country in recent

Students forced
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the notice yesterday after-
noon following education
ministry's directive.

"As per the ministry's
directive, we wanted to
know the principal's expla-
nation within three working
days about why they col-
lected the money without
any prior permission of the
government,” Prof Noman-
ur-Rashid, director general
of DSHE, told The Daily Star.

The ministry in a handout
yesterday said stringent
punishment would be
handed down if any person or
teacher or institution collects
money from students in the
name of Padma bridge
project.

The principal of the
school could not be reached
despite several attempts.

On July 16, an activist of
the Chhatra League, the pro-
Awami League student body,
had died in a gunfight
between rival factions in
Rajshahi University report-
edly over fund collection for
the bridge project.

The following after, the
finance minister said those
who were collecting money
in the name of fund-raising
for the bridge were extortion-
ists. He even went on record
to say, "They [the extortion-
ists] should be beaten up.”

While talking to The Daily
Star recently, Kamal Ahmed
Majumder, president of the
Monipur school managing
committee, had said he
would urge guardians of
students studying in all
educational institutions in
his constituency to donate
as much as they could.

The guardians of the
school, however, expressed
dissatisfaction and said the
school authority was collect-
ing the money forcefully.

"We want the Padma
bridge to be built but why
should we give money when
there is no such rule to
collect money from stu-
dents," said another guard-
ian.

Expressing resentment,
Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid said they have
not asked anybody to collect
money from students. "It
was totally undesirable,” he
told The Daily Star.

Earlier, the school came
into focus for charging high
admission fees violating
rules. A government probe
committee found the school
realised Tk 5.23 crore as
extra fee during the admis-
sionof 3,054 students.

The school failed to
comply with the govern-

HSC/A level

01713 017811
RUATE 31 w7 30-51 |

Case filed

FROM PAGE 20

Haque, the first prosecution
witness in the war crimes
case.

“That's why the ruling
Awami League created the
false and fabricated case
against Kamaruzzaman
after being instructed and
provoked by the Indian
government to silence his
anti-Indian voice,” added
Kafil Uddin

Hamidul Haque, a free-
dom fighter and former
student leader, rejected the
defence claims saying, “It is
not true.”

For the fourth day,
defence counsel Kafil Uddin
cross-examined the prose-
cution witness, asking over
30 questions.

The three-member tribu-
nal, led by Justice ATM Fazle
Kabir and including Justice
Obaidul Hassan and Judge
Md Shahinur Islam, com-
pleted recording the cross-
examination of Hamidul
before adjourning the case
proceedings until July 25.
The second prosecution
witness will record testi-
mony on that date.

Kafil Uddin said, “What
you have said against
Kamaruzzaman [in your
testimony] is false, fabri-
cated and conspiratorial and
you have given the testi-
mony on getting favours
from the government.”

Hamidul Haque replied,
“Itisnottrue.”

“You have given the
testimony for political
purposes,” said Kafil Uddin,
which Hamidul denied.

“Do you know, where and
when Kamaruzzaman
formed Al-Badr Bahini [an

auxiliary force of the
Pakistan army during the
1971 Liberation War]?” Kafil
Uddin said.

“I cannot mention the
date but he [Kamaruzzaman)|
formed Al-Badr in
Mymensingh town [during
the Liberation War],” replied
Hamidul.

During his testimony on
July 15, Hamidul said
Kamaruzzaman had tried to
persuade him, while he was
detained at an Al-Badr camp
during the Liberation War, to
join him and root out free-
dom fighters.

When yesterday's case
proceedings began at 2:05pm,
Justice ATM Fazle Kabir said,
“We are sorry. We could not sit
on time due to some technical
problems.” He also asked the
defence counsel to complete
the cross-examination within
halfan hour.

But when Kafil Uddin
sought more time at 3:00pm,
Justice Obaidul Hassan said,
“We have to take measures.
We will set time [for cross-
examination].”

Kafil Uddin had cross-
examined the witness for
seven and aquarter hourson
July 15, 16and 19.

During yesterday's cross-
examination, the tribunal on
several occasions asked the
defence not to ask the wit-
ness irrelevant questions.

Kamaruzzaman, who was
indicted on seven charges
on June 4, for his alleged
involvement in murder and
torture of unarmed civilians
during the Liberation War,
was in the dock yesterday.

MIR KASHEM

International Crimes

Tribunal-1 yesterday granted
war crimes suspect Jamaat-
e-Islami leader Mir Kashem
Alidivision facilities in jail.

Considering his social
status, the tribunal, led by
Justice Md Nizamul Huq,
accepted the appeal of the
detained Jamaat leader and
ordered the authority con-
cerned to provide him with
Division-1 injail.

During a hearing on July
19, Mir Kashem's counsel
Abdur Razzaq sought divi-
sion for his client as the
district magistrate had
declined to give the prisoner
under-trial division.

Tribunal-1 had set yester-
day for delivering an order
on the issue.

Meanwhile, Tribunal-1
deferred recording the
testimony of the first prose-
cution witness against
detained Jamaat-e-Islami
dameer Ei[ld war crimes
accused Matiur Rahman
Nizamito August 5.

Earlier, Nizami's lawyer
submitted a list of 10,111
defence witnesses before the
tribunal.

On May 28, the tribunal
framed 16 charges against
Nizami for his alleged involve-
ment in murders and torture
ofunarmed people during the
LiberationWarin 1971.

The tribunal later contin-
ued with the defence cross-
examination of the investi-
gation officer, the last prose-
cution witness against war
crimes accused Jamaat-e-
Islami Nayeb-e-Ameer
Delawar Hossain Sayedee.

Sayedee is facing 20
charges of crimes against
humanity.
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