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Last 2 years' losses still

haunt ]ute growers

KONGKON KARMAKAR,
Dinajpur

Jute growers of Dinajpur
and Joypurhat districts
have started harvesting
the cash crop but they are
worried about its market
prices, especially against
the backdrop of huge
losses in last two seasons.

This year the area of jute
cultivation has increased
although the growers have
been feeling insecurity due
to losses since 2009, said
Md Anwarul Alam, deputy
director of Dinajpur DAE.

The rise of jute cultiva-
tion area and its better
production rather poses a
challenge as the coun-
try's jute market is
shrinking, DAE officials
observed.

At least 10,467 hectares
of land was brought under
jute cultivation in
Dinajpur district while the
target was 7,724 hectares,
said sources of the
Department of Agriculture
Extension (DAE).

Around 1,00,483 bales of

jute production is
expectedin Dinajpur.

In Joypurhat, 3,450 hect-
ares of land was brought
under jute farming with
production target of 41,400
bales.

In 2009, the area of jute
cultivation in Dinajpur
and Joypurhat districts was
only 4,578 and 2,095 hect-
ares respectively, DAE
sources said, adding that
the two districts now see
jute farming in much
larger areas ofland.

But the jute growers
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Harvested jute is kept for rotting in a water body at Kachiniya of Khansama upazila in
Dinajpur district that sees good yield of the cash crop this year.

have been incurring losses
due to its low prices since
2009, said Md Anamul
Haque, a member of
Business Management
Organisation in Parbatipur
upazila of Dinajpur.

This vear farmers of
these districts cultivated
high yielding "Tosha' and
local varieties of jute and
oot bumper production,
DAE officials said.

The production of Tosha
variety would be 10 to 11

bales per hectare and local
variety 8 to 9 bales per
hectare, said field level
agricultural statt and farm-
ers.

During the last two
seasons, farmers faced
trouble to rot jute due to
shortage of water but this
year farmers are not facing
the problem.

"But we are worried
about the market price.
The jute price was around
Tk 800 and 600 per maund

in 2010 and 2011 while the
production cost was
around 1,000 per maund,”
said Md Abdus Salam, a
farmer of Khansama
upazila in Dinajpur.

"Production and labour
costs have gone up
further. Jute farming will
be profitable this year if
the price remains Tk 1300
to 1400 per maund,” said
Md Abdul Hannan,
another farmer of the
same upazila.

2 housewives
murdered

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Two housewives were killed
allegedly by their husbands
for dowry in Jessore and
Dinajpur districts on Friday
andWednesday.

In Jessore, a housewife
was beaten to death alleg-
edly by her husband and in-
laws for dowry at Batbila
village in Monirampur
upazila on Friday night,
reports our Benapole corre-
spondent.

The victim was identified as
Jahanara Khatun, 22, daughter
of Zakir Hossain of Narikelbaria
villagein the upazila.

OC (Investigation) of
Monirampur PS Azmal
Huda said Jalil Gazi used to
torture his wife Jahanara for
dowry since their marriage
about six years ago.

On the fateful night, Jalil
picked up a quarrel with
Jahanara over the issue and at
one stage beat her mercilessly,
leaving her dead on the spot.

In Dinajpur, a housewife
was murdered allegedly by
her husband for dowry in
Khansama upazila on
Wednesday night.

The victim, Morsalina
Begum, 20, daughter of Md
Mozaffar Hossain of Newla
in the upazila, was six-
month pregnant reports our
correspondent.

Family sources said,
Morsalina married Faridul
Islam, son of Md Akibul Islam
ofTelipara early this year.

Since the marriage,
Faridul and his family mem-
bers used to torture her for
dowry.

On July 18, an altercation
took place between the
couple as Morsalina failed to
bring a motorbike from her
father demanded by Faridul.

At one stage, Faridul
tortured her, leaving her
criticallyinjured.

She was rushed to the
upazila health complex where
the doctors declared her dead.
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IT PAYS TO WORK TOGETHER
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Work to repair four-kilometre road from Chandra to Munshirhat in Faridganj upazila of
Chandpur district continues as owners and workers of CNG-run three-wheelers took
the initiative through voluntary service and own financial contribution to make the road
fit for vehicular movement. Earlier appeal by locals fell into deaf ears as Roads and
Highways Department left the road in awful condition for the last four years.
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Showroom with
l:ar_;:h{c"':a'.r range 1n Kolkata
Ciem Stones

[Mamond, Eundan-ladaw, CGold &

R \.1 9B Wood Street,
' ] ot +} Kolkata 700 016 (India),

Ph:+91 33 2290 5000/01, 2290 3388/99

Fax:+91 33 2281 6596
Email: igjc@igjcreation.com, Website: www.igjcreation.com

For further enquiries please call +91 8981390009

01977267253
O019PRANSALE

WIN THE MEDALS
throughout London 2012

Tempest

British Generator

Call for details:
01977 296357 & 8811858

Ensuring power
since 1982

AS LOW AS

Candy - Italian Technology Since 1954

Change the way you wash with
CANDY NMix Power System

EUROPEAN TECHNOLOGY ENSURES LOWEST ELECTRICITY AND WATER CONSUMPTION.
FULLY AUTOMATIC FRONT LOADING WASHING MACHINE - 7kg & 8kg.

USES JUST 850 WATTS Prer waSHING CYCLE*

=

ENERGY SAVING
(-60%)

7

WATER SAVING

FREE GIFTS

) DURING
RAMADAN

» 2,000

PER MONTH
* FOR SCB, BANK ASIA, BRAC BANK, IFIC & AMEX CREDIT CARD HOLDERS

/ BE A GUEST OF DELONGHI IN ITALY
v BUY ANY CANDY, DELONGHI OR KENWOOD PRODUCTS AND
WIN 2 FREE TICKETS*
USIVE SHOWROOMS: HOUSE # 24/A, ROAD # 42, GULSHAN # 2, DHAKA 1212, TEL:02-8832883, 8832884.
UNDHAR/ ,;-lmrmﬁ MALL, SHOP # 54, 55, 68 & 69, LEVEL 6, BLOCK-D. TEL: 01711695244,

01713 330049, 01713 244767,01711 595755, 01714 070409.
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/DISCOUNTS

www.update-bd.com

BUY ONLINE & GET saimviar

BUY MORE FOR LESS
WITH INSTALLMENTS

@ 0% INTEREST

ON YOUR CREDIT CARD




