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Too early to end
Burma sanctions

Says US envoy; Amnesty decries
abuses against Muslims

AFP, Yangon

The new

ban on imports from the impover-

ished country.

"We have said in the past, and I
have said, that we endorse contin-
uing to keep in place many of the
the sanctions

authorities --

US ambassador to
Myanmar yesterday said that it
was too soon to abolish all sanc-
tions against the former pariah, as
Congress considers extending a

gi

Derek Mitchell

authorities -- in Congress," said Derek Mitchell, who took up

his new post earlier this month.

Keeping some measures in place was "an insurance pol-
icy for the future in case things reverse," he told reporters,
noting the fast pace of reforms since the end of decades of

military rule last year.

"We're talking about a rapid process. It's only really been a
little over a year and there are still some questions about the
future," he said, adding that the import ban could be revis-
ited laterif the reform process continues.

Meanwhile, Amnesty International yesterday accused
Myanmar security forces of committing serious rights
abuses against Muslims in violence-hit western Rakhine
state during six weeks of emergency rule.

Hundreds of people, mostly men and boys, have been
detained in sweeps of areas heavily populated by the Muslim
Rohingya group, with almost all held incommunicado and

some ill-treated, it said.

Most arrests appear to have been "arbitrary and discrimi-
natory", it added. While communal violence appears to have
eased since the unrest erupted in early June, violations by
the security forces have increased, he said.

Buet teachers firm
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from 11:00am today in front of
the council building of
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(Buet), he added. “We have no
choice but to resume demon-
stration to press home our
demands.”

Asked about their decision
of mass resignation, Ashraful
said they have received sponta-
neous response from the
teachersto quit.

“A  signature collection
campaign for resignation has
already begun and the teachers
are in principle ready to step
down if their demands are not
met by 4:00 pm on Sunday
[tomorrow],” he mentioned.

Contacted, Education
Minister Nurul Islam Nahid
yesterday said he was trying his
best to end the crisis, but he
thought that the agitating
teachers first have to remove
the barrier they created by
making an announcement to
resign en masse.

“1 will try to discuss the
matter with the prime minister
again to reach a solution,”
noted the minister.

Sources at education minis-
try said Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is now less interested to
discuss the demands as the
agitating teachers threatened
to quitin a body at a time when
the education minister took an
initiative to break the deadlock
through discussions.

Buet Teachers' Association
began the demonstration on

April 7 demanding removal of
1ts VC Prof SM Nazrul Islam and
Pro VC Prof M Habibur
Rahman over 16 allegations
against them.

The allegations include
appointment of the Pro VC,
deputy registrar and several
teachers by the present admin-
istration on political consider-
ation and changing the marks
of two students,

The association also com-
plained that the university
authorities had violated the
Buet tradition of maintaining
seniority with regards to pro-
motions and appointments.

The teachers led by the Buet
Teachers' Association, how-
ever, called off their agitation
on May 5 following an assur-
ance from the prime minister
of solving the crisis.

But suspending the aca-
demic activities on July 7, they
resumed the agitation and
brought out silent processions
and held arallyon the campus.

OnJuly 11, the Buetauthori-
ties announced a 44-day clo-
sure for summer vacation and
Eid-ul-Fitr.

The following day, 25 teach-
ers including faculty deans and
department chairpersons
resigned en masse.

The resignations added a
new dimension to the move-
ment. Many general students,
administrative staff and the
Buet Alumni Association
expressed solidarity with the
teachers' agitation.

JU Senate elects
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would return to their aca-
demic activities.

At a press briefing at the
Social Sciences Building
around 1:30pm, they said the
former VC got such number
of votes since he had a large
number of loyal men in dif-
ferent bodies like the senate
and the academic council
He did not give any election
to the senate committee
during his tenure.

Sammilito Shikkhak
Parishad demanded that the
senate elections be held first
saying the terms of 55 out of
the 92 senate members have
been expired as per the
University Act 1973.

Sixty three of the senate
members cast their votes
yesterday that began around
12:15pm at the Senate Hall of
the university's administra-
tive building. Of the 68 senate
members present yesterday,

five boycotted the polls.

Prof Shamsul Kabir boy-
cotted the elections just after
the beginning, claiming that
the university authorities
failed to ensure a level-playing
field through participation of
all the senate members.

He said he participated in
the elections considering
that all the senate members
would participate. But the
incumbent VC failed to
ensure that although it was
his duty, said the former UGC
director.

The four others cited
similar reasons.

Prof Muhammad Ismail
Hossain, a teacher of eco-
nomics department, whose
name was proposed as one of
the candidates, withdrew his
candidacy following requests
from some influential senate
members, said sources.

Terming the VC-panel
polls “controversial”, the

agitating teachers formed a
human chain in front of the
administrative building
around 10:00am.

They, however, withdrew
their all-out strike
programme to show respect
to a High Court order. The HC
on Thursday directed the
government to take steps so
that the VC panel elections
were conducted in a peaceful
and fair manner.

Registrar Abu Bakar
Siddique announced the
results around 1:15pm at the
Senate Hall in presence of
journalists of different
media.

He said since Prof Anwar
and Prof Nurul Alam polled
equal number of votes “we
went foralottery to figure out
their positions. We took five
names and Dr Anwar's name
came up three times while
Nurul's name twice. So, Prof
Anwar got the second posi-

tion by getting 38 votes”.

Noting the moment “his-
toric”, VC Prof Anwar said,
“Finally, the darkness is over;
the clouds are gone. New sun
rises in Jahangirnagar
University.”

He said he was happy to
have performed his duties,
shouldered by the govern-
ment, through completing
the VC panel elections free
and fair.

“I hope that the [next]
appointed vice-chancellor,
whoever it might be, will run
the university taking every-
one beside him,” he added.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Prof Shariff said he was hopeful
to be the VC again since “the
personwho becomes firstinthe
elections usually gets the
appointment. “I hope the
chancellor and the prime
minister will take the right
decision,” added the formerVC.

Gilani's son replaces father in parliament

AFP, Islamabad

The eldest son of Pakistan's
sacked prime minister has
been elected to parliament
to replace his father, a
month after he was dis-
missed by the Supreme
Court for contempt.

Abdul Qadir Gilani won a
by-election on Thursday in
the family constituency in
the central town of Multan,
after Yousuf Raza Gilani was

Yousuf Raza Gilani
dismissed for refusing to
reopen corruption cases
against President Asif Ali
Zardari.

State television said
Gilani won 64,628 votes,

\ I. .
Abdul Qadir Gilani
comfortably beating his
closest rival, Shaukat Bosan,
an independent candidate
who secured 60,532 votes.

Zardari congratulated
Gilani junior, saying "it is the

people and the people alone
who pronounce the final
verdict and are not afraid of
overturning all other judg-
ments”.

The Supreme Court last
week gave new Prime
Minister Raja Pervez Ashraf
until July 25 to indicate
whether he would write to
the Swiss authorities to
reopen the cases which were
shelved in 2008 when
Zardaribecame president.

Ctg market too hot
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lentils and sugar has been aplenty for

the fasting month starting today. But the
retailers are still manipulating the mar-
ket for their own gains.

“Hiking prices of essentials ahead
of Ramadan has become so ingrained
in sellers' psyche that they think
there is no way we can get rid of it,”
said a frustrated Afrin Akhter who
was buying grocery items at
Karnaphuli Market.

Only a month and a half ago, she
bought the best quality gram at Tk 68
per kg. But yesterday she had to count
Tk 82 for a kg when the wholesale price
was Tk 70.

Retailers were selling different quali-
ties of gram with prices ranging between
Tk78and Tk 84.

The demand for gram stands at
70,000 tonnes during Ramadan. Around
90,000 tonnes were imported in the last
six months, of which 42,000 in the past
two months.

According to data from Chittagong
Customs House, import cost of the best
quality gram is Tk 65 a kg, while Tk 55 to
Tk56 for the regular one.

Mohazer Hossain, managing direc-
tor of Yasir Group, an importer,

expressed his surprise to know the
retailers selling gram at Tk 82-84. He
asked the government to look into the
matterseriously.

Dates were sold at Tk 50-60 yester-
day while the price was Tk 40 only two
days back.

The price of chillies also rocketed as
high as Tk 80-120 a kg in the last couple
of days. Earlier, it was sold at Tk 60.

Wide between prices at retail and
wholesale levels has been seen in case of
lentils too, sold by the retailers at Tk 90 a
kg, with the superior quality costing as
highasTk115.

The wholesale rate of different qual-
ity lentils is, however, Tk 54-70.

[n a commerce ministry letter to the
Chittagong deputy commissioner on
July 11, the expected retail price of lentil
was quoted to be Tk 69 perkg.

Chittagong Customs House data
shows that around 45,000 tones of len-
tils were imported in the past two
months, enough to sustain in the holy
month.

The wholesale cost for soybean oil in
Khatunganj market was Tk 123 per kg. It
was, surprisingly, sold by the retailers at
Tk135-137.

Around 2.5 lakh tonnes of edible oil
has been imported in May and June,
sufficient to meet the demand of 1.50 to
1.75 lakh tonnes during the fasting
month.

While visiting different kitchen mar-
kets yesterday, retailers were found to be
selling sugar at Tk 54 akg asits wholesale
price fell.

Over 1.76 lakh tonnes of sugar were
imported since April, while Trading
Corporation Bangladesh too has ample
stock.

Tarig Ahmed, director of TK Group,
a major edible oil importer, hoped the
oil price would not increase during
the Ramadan days due to aplenty
supply.

He, however, urged the government
to strengthen monitoring at the retail
level so that the prices could be kept
withinareasonable range.

Meanwhile, Chittagong district
administration on Sunday started moni-
toring the city'skitchen markets.

Acting Deputy Commissioner
Ehsane Elahi said five monitoring
teams, headed by five magistrates of the
district administration, were formed to
maintain stability in the market.
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Ref: No: DPDC/DGM(CP&S)/2012/52
I Amendment of Tender Notice

Ref: Tender Enquiry No: DPDC/DGM(CP&S)/Pole Carrying/2012/17, dt: 08/7/2012.

Dated:17/7/2012

The Tender Notice of the above Tender Enquiry No. is hereby amended as follows:

1) Please read “Open Tendering Method (Single Stage: One Envelope)” in
place of “open Tendering Method (Single Stage: Two Envelope)”.

All other Terms and condition of the Tender notice will remain unchanged.
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