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Extortion returns at Daulatdia
ferry terminal soon after
transport strike called off

M ABUL KALAM AZAD, from Daulatdia ferry terminal
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Conditions at Daulatdia ferry terminal returned to their
previous state hours after the withdrawal of a transport
strike in the southern districts to protest rampant extortion
and harassment. The gang responsible for all these criminal

actsre-established its presence on Monday midnight.
The gang members, locally known as dalal or middle-

men, resumed manipulating vehicles' serials, buying "
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ferry tickets on behalf of truckers and illegally realising g-:
money from them.

The district administration of Rajbari had earlier
assured transport leaders about checking such malprac-
tices, but their assurance has already turned futile.

Transport owners and workers called off their indefi-
nite strike on Monday evening following assurances from
the district administration that their six-point demand,
including an end to extortion and harassment by police
and dalals, would be met.
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Clockwise, a helper pays a BIWTA official to jump the queue at the Daulatdia ferry terminal yesterday. A truck driver, heading from Benapole to | PHOTO:

seepacescoL1  Dhaka, shows receipts, saying he had to pay tolls at 10 to 15 points on the way. A crowd of middlemen and policemen at the ferry ghat. RAGHED SHURGE
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