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AK1J BIDI FACTORY UNREST

Another bullet-hit
worker dies

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Another bullet-hit worker
of Akij Bidi Factory died
yesterday, raising the death

toll to three.
Nazrul Islam alias Kala,

son of Afroz Ali of Koipal
village in Daulatpur upazila,
succumbed to his injuries
while being taken to Dhaka
from Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital at about 5

in the morning.
Earlier, two workers of the

factory Raqgibul Islam, 40,
and Mintu Ahmed, 30, of
Boiragirchar in the upazila --
were killed and aboutadozen
others injured when Ansar
members opened fire on the

demonstrators on Sunday.
Meanwhile, Mintu's

brother Sentu Ahmed filed a
case with Daulatpur PS on
Monday night in connection

with thekillings.
Witnesses said, several

hundred workers of the
factory started demonstrat-
ing in front of the factory on
Sunday morning, demand-
ing wage hike.

The trouble began when a
group of workers loyal to the
owners attacked the protest-
ers, triggering a clash
between the two groups.

At one stage, the on-duty
Ansar members of the fac-
tory opened fire on the
demonstrators, killing
Raqibul on the spot and

injuringatleast 12 others.
Of the injured, Mintu died
on the way to the local

upazila health complex.

Meanwhile, the factory
authorities yesterday
handed over cheques for Tk
5 lakh as compensation to
the family members of
each victim.

SNAPS AND SNIPPETS

Man shot,another abducted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

A man was shot and another was abducted at
Toikorma village in Ramgarh upazila yesterday. The
victims were identified as injured Jnanendra
Chakma, 28 and abductee Santi Mohon Tripura, 27, of
the village. Lt Col Ashrafuzzaman, commanding offi-
cer of Shindukchhari army zone, said a gang of 10/12
picked up the duo from their homes at gunpoint and
asked them to tell the location of one Chilapru
Marma alias Jambu of the village. As they declined,
the gang opened fire on Jnanendra, leaving him
injured. Separate drives are continuing to rescue
Mohon, said the army official.

Threekids drown
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakursaon

Three children, including two siblings, drowned in a
pond at Chotodap village in Atwari upazila of
Panchagarh district on Monday. The deceased were
Mouri Akhter, 9, Mahida Akhter, 6, daughters of
Mamunur Rahman of the village and their cousin
Rigdha, 4. Police said the girls went out of their
homes for playing at noon and went missing. Later,
locals found the bodies floating in a nearby pond at
around 10:30pm.

Dr. Alim ltnurﬂhulw f
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Apollo Hospitals, Dhaka, organises a seminar titled
'Updates on Advanced Patient Care Management' in
Sylhet city on Thursday. From left, Dr Alim Ahktar
Bhuiyan, consultant of Apollo Neuroscience Centre, Prof
Shahabuddin Talukder, consultant of Apollo Heart
Centre, and Dr Sahagufta Anwar, general manger of
business development of Apollo Hospitals, Dhaka, are

Girlkilled inwall collapse

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole, Jessore

A madrasa girl died when a wall collapsed on her at
Bakabarshi village in Keshabpur upazila of the dis-
trict on Monday. The victim, Laily Khatun, 15,
daughter of Hazrat Ali of the village, was a class ten
student at Maguradanga Dakhil Madrasa. Hazrat Ali
said, a wall of their house fell on Laily at about
11:00pm, leaving her seriously injured. She was
rushed to the upazila health complex where the doc-
tors declared her dead.

Two bombsrecovered
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Police recovered two powerful bombs from Water
Development Board (WDB) office area of the district
town yesterday morning. Sub-inspector
Kamruzzaman of Sadar police station, said that locals
saw the bombs lying in an abandoned state in the area
and informed police. A case was filed in this regard, the
Sladded.

3 copssuspended
UNB, Benapole, Jessore

Three policemen of Benapole Port police station
were suspended on Monday night over snatching of
a handcuffed accused from police custody.
Punitive action was taken against sub-inspector
Delwar Hossain, and constables Imdad Hossain
and Khalid Hossain, said officer in-charge of the PS
Hasan Hafizur Rahman. Criminals snatched drug
trader Shahadat Hossain from Nabinagar police
custody on Jessore-Benapole highway in
Jhikargachha upazila while he was being taken to
court in connection with a case on July 11.
However, the accused was arrested the following
day and sent to jail, the OC added.

PHOTO: STAR

A man taking his goats to a safer place on a raft from flood-hit Sindurna village in Hatibandha upazila of Lalmonirhat yesterday, right, submerged Kamarkhali
Bazar in Durgapur upazila of Netrakona.

Flood situation worsens as rivers swell

Heavy rain triggers flash flood in two districts

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Flood situation in
Netrakona, Lalmonirhat,
Kurigram and Gaibandha
districts turned grim yester-
day as most of the rivers
flowing through the districts
marked a furtherrise.

Meanwhile, heavy rains
in the last two days and
onrush of water from hills
across the border have
triggered a flash flood in
Sylhet and Sunamganj
districts.

Our Netrakona corre-
spondent reported that
flood engulfed fresh areas in
Durgapur, Kalmakanda,
Atpara, Madan and
Khaliajuri upazilas yester-
day morning, marooning at
least 50,000 people.

Executive Engineer ATM
Khalequzzaman of
Netrakona Water develop-
ment Board (WDB), said the
areas have gone under water
as Someshwary, Dhanu and
Ubdakhali rivers swelled
further on Monday night.

Durgapur upazila
Nirbahi Officer (UNO)
Kamruzzaman Mia, also
UNO- in-charge of
Kalmakanda upazila, said 20
villages under Gawkandia,
Kullagora, Bakoljura and
Janzail unions of Durgapur

upazila and 30 villages
under Borkapon, Rongchati,
Karnai and Koilati unions of
Kalmakanda upazila have
been flooded.

Khaliajuri upazila admin-
istration sources said 10 new
villages in the upazila have
been submerged. Aman
seedbeds and vegetables
fields in the affected areas
have gone under water.

In Lalmonirhat, water
from overflowing Teesta
and Dharla entered the low-
lying areas in five upazilas
of the district yesterday,
affecting around 40,000
people, according to our
correspondent.

Teesta was flowing above
8 centimetres above the
danger mark at Dowani
point in Hatibandha upazila
while Dharla was flowing 2
centimetres above the
danger level at Kola Khawa
ghat point in Lalmonirhat
Sadar upazila yesterday
noon, BWDB Lalmonirhat
office sources said.

The fresh areas affected
by flood are Angarpota-
Dahagram, Bawra,
Kuchlibari in Patgram
upazila, Votmari, Kakina in
Kaliganj upazila,
Goddimari, Sindurna,
Dawabari, Patikapara in
Hatibandha upazila,

Mohishkhocha, Durgapur in
Aditmari upazila, and
Khuniyagachh, Rajpur,
Gokunda, Mogolhat and
Kulaghat in Lalmonirhat
Sadar upazila.

Our Kurigram correspon-
dent reports: With the swell-
ing of Dharla, Teesta,
Dhudkumar and
Brahmaputra rivers on
Monday night, flood situa-
tion further deteriorated in
eight upazila of the district
yesterday.

Dharla was flowing seven
centimetres above the
dangerlevel at Dharla Bridge
point in Sadar upazila yes-
terday afternoon while
water level in the Teesta at
Kaonia point and the
Brahmaputra at Chilmari
point continued to rise, local
Water Development Board
sources said.

The affected areas are
Gharialdanga and
Bidyananda unions under
Rajarhar upazila, Thethrai
and Bazra unions under
Ulipur upazila, Halokhana,
Bhogdanga, Mogalbasha
and Pachgachi unions under
Kurigram Sadar, Thanahat,
Raniganj, Chilmari, Ramna
and Astamirchar under
Chilmari upazila, and
Shaulmari, Roumari and
Jadurchar unions under
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Roumariupazila.

The flood-hit people have
taken shelter on embank-
ments and high lands. They
face acute crises of food, fuel
anddrinking water,

Our Gaibandha corre-
spondent adds: Flood hit
fresh areas at 35 villages in
Sunderganj upazila yester-
day, leaving around 14,000
people marooned.

The affected areas are
CharTarapur, Char Khorda,
Latshaler Char, Belka
Nawabganj, Charitabari,
Burail, Lalchamar, Bhorer
Pakhi, Fakirer char, Kalai
Soter Char, Keranir Char,
Patrokhata, and Kapasia
Char in Sunderganij
Upazila.

Some of the affected
people have taken shelter on
the flood control embank-
ment. Mozaharul Islam,
chairman of Haripur Union

Parishad said they are trying
to rescue flood victims from
remote char areas by hiring
country boat. The affected
families face food and drink-
ingwater, he added.

Upazila administration
with the help of local NGOs
has already started rescuing
the flood-hit families from
remote char areas, said
Ahsan Habib, UNO of
Sunderganjupazila.

Our staff correspondent
from Sylhet says: Downpour
and onrush ofwater from hills
across the border have
triggered a flash flood in
Sylhet and Sunamganj
districts

The Surma and Kushiyara
rivers were flowing above
the danger marks at several
pointsyesterday.

The Sylhet city experi-
enced 95 mm rainfall yester-
day. Road communication

between Gowainghat
upazila and Sylhet city has
remained snapped since
yesterday noon as Sari-
Gowain road in Salutikor
area have beeninundated.

Surma was flowing 30 cm
above the danger mark in
Sylhet, 100 cm in Sunamganj
town and 40 cm at Kanaighat
yesterday, Water Development
Boardsourcessaid.

Breaches have developed
in Surma dyke at Kanaigahat
and Kushiyara dyke at
Zakiganj, the official
informed.

Sylhet District Relief and
Rehabilitation Officer Md
Rafiqul Islam said the low-
lying areas in Gowainghat,
Companiganj, Jaintapur
and Kanagihat have been
flooded inundated due to
heavy rains in the last
two days and onrush of
water from hills across
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