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Cattle farmers in Teesta and Dharla river basin areas of Lalmonirhat district face acute fodder crisis as recent floods
damaged grass fields in around 60 char villages in the four upazilas of the district.

Fodder crisis hits flood-hit
areas of Lalmonirhat
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PHOTO: STAR
A farmer of Shiberkuti Char in Dharla river basin area

collects a very small quantity of fodder from a far-flung

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

A large number of cattle
farmers in Teesta and Dharla
river basin areas of the
district are facing serious
problem due to acute crisis
of fodder following the

recent flash floods.
Floodwater has destroyed

grass fields in around 60 char
(landmass emerged from
riverbed) villages of Teesta
and Dharla river basin areas
in four upazilas of
Lalmonirhat and it will take
a couple of months for new
grass Lo grow, said
Lalmonirhat District
Livestock Officer Dr Abu
Hossain Sarker.

High prices of hay, oil-
cake and wheat bran from
the beginning of the rainy
season have added to the

situation.
"One maund of hay is
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selling for Tk 300 to Tk 350 in
local markets whereas the
price was Tk 180 to 200 a
month ago. As all of the grass
fields have been damaged by
the recent flood, crisis of
ereen fodder has also turned
serious and I have sold all of
my three cows,” Jalal Miah of
Sindurna village of

Hatibandha upazila said.
"My three cows have

turned bone and skin due to
lack of green fodder as all
the grasslands around the
village have been damaged
by the flash flood. [ have not
money to purchase hay
from the market either. If
the fodder crisis continues
for a month, I will sell the
cows,” Akmol Hossain, a
farmer at Shiberkuti Char
village in Lalmonirhat

Sadar upazila said.
"The flood has washed

away my preserved haystack
and there is scarcity of green
fodder too. Now I get only
three litres of milk from two
cows daily while a month
ago [ used to get about seven
to eight litres of milk on an
average,” Harunur Rashid, a
farmer of Shoalmari village

under Kaliganj upazila said.
Dairy farm owner

Soleman Miah of Bowalmari
Char village of Lalmonirhat
Sadar upazila said he sold all
the six milking cows of his
farm for low prices a week
ago as it became very diffi-
cult to maintain them due to
fodder crisis.

Visiting some villages in
Teesta and Dharla river basin
areas, this correspondent
saw that many cows have
become sick, some of them
attacked with skin diseases.
Only a few medical teams are
working in different char
areas to check epidemic of
post-flood diseases among

the domestic animals.
The fodder crisis is likely

to continue till the begin-
ning of aman paddy harvest,
said Montez Ali, a farmer of

Char Kalmati village under
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.

Schoolboy
stabbed

to death

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Benapole, Jessore

A school student who was
stabbed by criminals on
Saturday afternoon, suc-
cumbed to his injuries at
Jessore Medical College

Hospital yesterday morning.
The deceased was identi-

fied as Taijul Islam Akash, 17,
a student of class X at Abdus
Samad Memorial Academy
and son of Al Amin of
Bejpara TB Clinic area in the

district town.
According to the victim's

father, a gang led by Selim
and Ripon of the area
stabbed Akash indiscrimi-
nately in Shasthitala area of
the town on Saturday after-
noon while he was returning
home from school.

Critically injured, he was
rushed to Jessore Medical
College Hospital where he died
atabout9:00am yesterday.

LIMON CASE

Hearing on
framing
charge
deferred

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Barisal

The hearing on charge-
framing against college
student Limon Hossain in
the arms case has been

deferred for the fourth time.
Following a time petition

filed by Limon's lawyer
Manik Acharya yesterday,
acting Judge Manzurul
Imam of the Court of
Additional District Judge,
Jhalakathi, deferred the date
and fixed September 16 for
hearing on charge-framing.

Limon, who was maimed
by Rab shooting in
Jhalakathi on March 23,
2011, was recently charge
sheeted in the second case
against him in connection
with obstructing law enforc-
ers from performing their
duties.

Sub-Inspector Ariful

[slam, investigation officer
of the case lodged by Rab
with Rajapur police Station
on March 23, 2011, submit-
ted the charge sheet to
Senior Judicial Magistrate's
CourtofThalakathionJuly 1.
[ronically, the investiga-
tion into the case lodged by
Limon's mother against six
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
personnel with Rajapur
Police Station on April 10,
2011 has not been com-
pletedin 14 months.
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Poor netting of hilsa
frustrates fishermen

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

The ongoing hilsa season sees a poor netting
of the popular fish in the coastal waters,
much to the frustration of fishermen and
traders.

Fishermen's families are passing hard
days as the catches are not sufficient enough
even to recover the cost of deep sea trips on
trawlers for the purpose.

Over 1,000 fishing trawlers from Patuakhali
and Barguna districts got engaged in catching
hilsa in the sea and different rivers after the end
of ban period of hilsa catching but the catches
are much less than expectation.

May to October is generally considered
the hilsa catching season in Bangladesh.

Habib Mia, a fisherman of Char Miazan
under Kalapara upazila of Patuakhali, said he
is now worried about payment of Tk 50,000
that he took as loan from an aratdar (whole-
saler) as heis not getting the fish as expected.

Fishermen are passing idle time at
Dhulia, Mominpur, Kalaiya, Nimdi,
Galachipa, Kalapara, Mouduvi, Char
Montaz, Kalapara, Mohipur and

Pathorghata fish landing stations.
"We went to the deep sea with 15 fisher-

men and came back to the shore on Friday,
after 12 days. We were able to catch only
three maunds of hilsa that sold for Tk 40,000
whereas we had to spend about Tk one lakh
for the trip. During this time of last year we
caught 30 to 35 maunds of hilsa per trip,”
said Abul Kalam Azad, 45, a fisherman of
Char Montaz under Galachipa upazila.
Monirul Islam, 45, a fisherman of Mohipur
area under Kalapra upazila, said he did not see
such crisis of hilsa in the last 25 years. Hilsa
might have changed their abode in the sea due
to food crisis orrise in sealevel, he added.
NimaiChandra, a hilsa wholesaler of Mohipur
area, said they had expected to net huge
quantities oflarge size hilsa fish due to favourable
weatherthisyearbut theywere now frustrated.
"My experience says that huge hilsa is
netted if sea is very rough. During this time
of last year at least 200 maunds of hilsa came
to my warehouse daily but this year we are
getting only 25 to 30 maunds,” he added.
Abdul Mannan, president of Barguna
Fishing Trawler Owners' Association, said
about 300 fishing trawlers went to the Bay to
catch hilsa in the first week of this month. All

the trawlers but two returned empty.
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Poor catches still mark trips to the rivers by fishermen, although the hilsa season started
in May. The photo of a wholesale shop at Mahimpur in Patuakhalitells the tale.
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Developed by Panasonic, ECONAVI technology utilises Intelligent Sensors and Control Programmes to detect where energy is normally
wasted and automatically adjusts performance to reduce energy wastage.

less than 25C) — Test was conducted based on [ECE0456 ofher than water temperature.

# Washing machines: Up to 50% energy savings on top of ECONAVI — Comparison between NA-FS series Inverter model and Non-Inverter model.
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