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Haunted
villages

One year on, Mirsarai people
yet to get over tragic deaths
of 44 schoolchildren

DWAIPAYAN BARUA, back from Mirsarai

A year into the Mirsarai tragedy in Chittagong, relatives
and fellow villagers of the 45 victims, 44 of them school-

children, are still haunted by the painful memory.
For the families and the teachers of the schools where

the 44 kids studied, the horror of the day is still fresh, no

matter how hard they try to bury their pains.
The tragedy happened on July 11 last year when a truck

carrying more than 60 students plunged into a roadside
ditch. The kids were returning home by the truck after

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Durde Shefa cries silently for her only brother Sharif
Uddin, who died in the Mirsarai tragedy a year ago.
Sharif was one of 31 students of Abu Torab High School
in Mirsarai, Chittagong, killed in the truck accident.
Inset, a student of the school mourns the loss of her
classmates.
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BRTA means
corruption

Says minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Communications Minister
Obaidul Quader yesterday
said the BRTA has become
synonymous with corrup-
tion, reports private tele-
vision channel ATN
Bangla.

He was talking to the
newsmen after making a
surprise visit to the
Mirpur office of
Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority
(BRTA).

“You do steal, don't
you? You will be held for

theft. You have turned the
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8
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ONLINE POLL
Do you support thegovernment's
decision to build the Padma
bridge with its own funds?

® Yos mm (22.4%)
W No T (75.5%)
® No Comments| (2.1%)

TOTAL VOTES: 477

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think the BNP-led
opposition combine's plan gear
up campaign against the
government's decision to
construct the Padma Bridge with
its own fund is justified?

PLEASE CASTYOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
facebook.com/dailystarnews
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RMG LABOUR UNREST

Mozena mirrors
buyers' concern

DirLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Many US companies have
expressed concern over buying
ready-made garment products
from Bangladesh after the
killing of a garment workers’
union leader, said US
Ambassador to Bangladesh

Dan Mozena yesterday.
“US companies want to buy products

from Bangladesh but they are very con-
cerned about the labour issues, safety at
workplace and freedom of association in

Bangladesh,” he said.
These companies will not put their

reputation at risk, he said while
speaking at a meet-the-press
organised by the Jativa Press
Club.

He said the labour issue and
the killing of garment union
leader Aminul I[slam in early
April were a matter of consider-
able concern and tremendous
disappointment as the
American Federation of Labor and
Congress of Industrial Organisations
(AFL-CIO) had filed a petition with the US
authorities raising their concern and

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4
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CRISIS IN EGYPT

Court overturns

president's decree

AGENCIES

Egypt 8 Supreme
Constitutional Court froze a
presidential decree yesterday
reinstating the Islamist-led
parliament, hours after the
lower house convened in defi-
ance of the judiciary and mili-
tary.

President Mohamed Morsi had issued
the decree in defiance of a military council

ruling that dissolved parliament.
The top court's decision is expected to

Mohamed Morsi

heighten a crisis that has raged
since President Mohamed
Morsi, a former member of the
powerful Muslim Brotherhood,
issued the decree Sunday just

eight days after taking office.
Members of parliament

gathered for a brief session
earlier in the day before the
ruling of the Supreme
Constitutional Court was announced.
Hundreds have gathered in Cairo's
Tahrir Square to protest against the
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

10-TRUCK ARMS HAUL
Witness

‘missing’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The prosecution failed to
produce a vital witness
betore a Chittagong court
yesterday for cross exami-
nation in the sensational
10-truck arms haul cases.

Farrukh Ahmad, former
deputy inspector general
of the Criminal
Investigation Department,
could not be traced, pros-
ecution lawyer Kamal
Uddin told the Chittagong
Metropolitan Special
Tribunal-1.

Farrukh is a prosecu-
tion witness in both the

arms and smuggling cases
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

3 Bangladeshis
killed in NY
car crash

STAR REPORT

Three Bangladeshi youths
died in a road accident in

New York early on

Monday.
The dead are Shofiul

Alom, 20, Nazim Khan, 21,
and Rezwan Chowdhury,
SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

PRAYER TIMING
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ASSOCIATED BODIES
AL prepares
for councils

HAsSAN JAHID TUSHER

Poet, family
not spared

War crimes witness tells tribunal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ahead of the long-due
councils of the Jubo
League and the
Swechhasebak League,
two associated bodies of
the ruling Awami League,
their leaders are lobbying
the AL high-ups hard to
get top positions in the

organisations.
SEE PAGE 7 COL 5

A witness yesterday told International Crimes Tribunal-2
that Jamaat leader Abdul Quader Mollah and his accom-
plices had killed pro-liberation poet Meherun Nesa, her
mother, and two brothers at their Mirpur home in Dhaka

during the Liberation War.
Syed Shahidul Haque Mama, a freedom fighter and
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5
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