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watching a football match.

Thirty-nine students, aged
between 8 and 18, died on
the spot.

Farmer-turned-driver
Jasim Uddin had no formal
driving training. He had
managed himself a fake
licence for money, Harun-
Ar-Rashid, brother-in-law of
Jasim, told The Daily Star
following the accident.

A Chittagong court in
December last year sen-
tenced Jasim, 40, to a five-
year jail term.

The entire locality, how-
ever, has been grieving over
the last few days as the
upazila administration and
the school authorities were
organising commemorative
programmes since Monday.

Portraits of the victims
have been hung on overhead
banners in Abu Torab,
Mayani and Moghadia areas.

The construction of a
monument named "Aabeg”
(emotion) was completed
last week on the premises of
Abu Torab Bahumukhi High
School in memory of the 31
students the schoollost.

Today, a daylong

programme will be organ-
ised by the upazila parishad.
Local parliament member
Mosharraf Hossain is sched-
uled to be present.

“Many of the children we
lost could have been the first
educated generation of their
families and could have
improved the conditions of
their families and the coun-
try,” said Zafar Sadek, head-
master of Abu Torab High
School.

Many of the victims were
the only sons of their families
and their untimely deaths
shattered many dreams their
families had cherished.

Masuda Begum of
Madhyam Mayani village
lost her only son Sharif
Uddin, a class IX student, in
the accident.

The poor mother, wife of
a jute mill worker, said her
husband worked very hard
to send their two children to
school.

He did so with a hope:
they would come out of
poverty someday. With
Sharif now dead, Masuda's
class-five daughter Durde
Shefais heronly hope.

The parents of the victims

gathered on the high school
premises on Monday morn-
ing as the school authorities
organised a programme (o
offer prayers for the young
souls.

One of them was Nilima
Shilwho alsolostheronly son
Nayan Shil, a class VIII stu-
dent of the school. Nayan
died on 24 November last
year at Apollo Hospital in
Dhaka after fighting for life
for over four months. Despite
government support, Nayan
could not be saved.

“*Nayan's father died of
cancer when Nayan was only
two years old and my second
daughter took a job last year
in a garment factory in
Chittagong,” said the mother.

Her daughter lost the job
as she had to remain busy
taking care of her injured
brother.

Nilima now wants a job
for her daughter to run the
family.

CORRECTION

In the caption of our yester-
day's issue the date of the
Mirsarai tragedy was inad-
vertently mentioned as April
11, which would be July 11.
We regret the error.

Court overturns
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court'slatest decision.

Protesters chanted slo-
gans calling the decision
"illegitimate" and denounc-
ing the military, reports said.

The same court sparked
the current impasse last
month, when it said the
parliamentary election was
null and void because of
flaws in the law settingitup.

The Muslim Brotherhood
party - Morsi's power base -
has the biggest bloc of seats
in the parliament, and the
current political impasse is
seen by analysts as being
part of a power struggle
between the Supreme
Council of the Armed Forces
(Scaf) and the party.

Katatni said that by hold-
ing the assembly, MPs were
not contradicting the disso-
lution ruling "but looking at
a mechanism for the imple-
mentation of the ruling of
the respected court. There is
no other agendatoday”.

The MPs approved
Katatni's proposal that the
parliament seek legal advice
from a high appeals court on
how to implement the
Supreme Court's ruling on
the election.

Some non-Islamist MPs
boycotted the session,
criticising Morsi for what
they said was an attack on
the judiciary.

The liberal Free Egyptians
party said Morsi's "violation

had taken his oath of office
infront of the court.

The Scaf said it was confi-
dent "all state institutions"
would respect the law and
constitution.

The dissolution of parlia-
ment took place the day
before Morsi was elected in
Egypt's first ever free presi-
dential poll.

Itis unclear how events will
unfold as the situation - with
the new president elected
without a new constitution
having been drafted - is
unprecedented, analysts say.

At the same time as dis-
solving parliament, the Scaf
also issued a constitutional
declaration stripping the
president of any authority

PM outlines jobs to do
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heading for big cities.

“There should be a master
plan for the use of land in
every district and upazila.
The plan should detail where
establishments such as pub-
lic housing, industries,
schools, colleges and hospi-
tals can be built in a way that
does not affect farmlands,”
she said at the inaugural
session of the DCs' confer-
ence at the Prime Minister's
Office in the capital.

“You [DCs] must contrib-
ute to the expansion of agri-
cultural land by converting
barren onesinto arable ones.”

The premier also advised
the DCs to see if houses
could be built around union
centers across the country
with modern facilities.

“If we can do that in the
upazila and district level too,
people can live there. They
can thus be discouraged
from coming to the city”
Hasina said, adding that such
policies were important with
agrowing population.

“You must work on it so that

we can make plans in future
based on the master plan.”

Stressing the need for
decentralisation, Hasina
said her government wanted
to make district-wise devel-
opment plans and provide
budgetary allocations based
on its population and pro-
ductivity.

Also, the government has
a plan to create seven eco-
nomic zones in the seven
divisions of the country as a
way of infusing dynamism
into the rural economy
through setting up factories
and specialized industries,
especially the food process-
ing ones, she said.

The prime minister also
directed the DCs to create
jobs at the district, upazila
and union levels to stop the
influx of rural people into
the bigcities.

Referring to the govern-
ment plan of digitising land
records, Hasina asked the
DCs to ensure correct
recordings ofland so that the
actual owners were not
deprived.

She said she had received
many complaints of such
deprivation, and directed
the deputy commissioners
to implement the Vested
Property Return (amend-
ment) Act 2011 properly.

Onthe DCs' recommenda-
tion regarding the construc-
tion of more warehouses, the
premier said the government
was planning to construct
modern warehouses to store
adequate food grains forup to
three years.

Hasina also directed the
DCs to introduce school
feeding programmes in their
districts to increase enrol-
ment and prevent dropouts.

She asked the DCs to
discharge their jobs sin-
cerely with special emphasis
on rural development and
job creation.

"Remember, our salaries,
cars, houses and allowances
come from the income of the
common people. So your
main objective should be to
work for them.”

On the Padma bride
project, Hasina said: “We'll

stand on our own feet....
We've already decided in the
cabinet to begin the Padma
bridge construction with
our own money. If the
donors come forward by this
time we'll take their assis-
tance.”

She said she had received
numerous phone calls from
people of different catego-
ries. Teachers, students and
upazila parishad chairmen
and members have
expressed their interest in
giving parts of their savings
and income for the job.

“Despite all the criti-
cisms, we'll continue work-
ing for the welfare of the
country,” she said.

Hasina, also president of
the ruling Awami League,
renewed her commitment to
turn Bangladesh into a "mid-
dle income country" by 2021
when the country will
observe its golden jubilee of
independence.

Cabinet Secretary M
Musharraf Hossain Bhuiyan
delivered the welcome
speech on the occasion.

Asean wants
UN law to
settle Sea row
with china

MP. Phnom Penh

Southeast Asian states want a
UN maritime convention to
be the basis for settling com-
peting claims in the South
China Sea, a draft document
showed yesterday.

The draft document out-
lining Asean's position called
on all sides to "undertake to
resolve territorial... disputes
in the (South China Sea) by
peaceful means in accor-
dance with international law,
including UNCLOS".

UNCLOS is the UN
Convention on the Law of
the Sea, an international
treaty that sets limits on how
much of a neighbouring sea
a nation can consider as
their territorial waters or
exclusive economic zone.

The move is expected to
irk China.

Mozena mirrors
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pressing for suspending

Bangladesh's access to GSP
facilities.

The US envoy cautioned
that if the petition went
against it would be detri-
mental to trade and invest-
ment in Bangladesh. He also
mentioned lack of proper
infrastructure and corrup-
tion and hartal as some

major obstacles to boosting
trade and investment.

On the country's political
situation, the US ambassa-
dor said he was confident
about some kind of agree-
ment between major politi-
cal parties.

“I saw recurring signals
from both the major parties
manifesting some flexibil-
ity,” he said, “I am hopeful
that they will come up with a
ground rule through dia-

racy. To be a democracy
there must be a free and fair
election. And so, there will
be an agreement. I hope it
will be now,” he added.

Mozena, who returned to
Dhaka vyesterday after his
routine visit to Washington
DC, Capitol Hill, Pentagon,
Oregon and New York, where
he discussed the pressing
issues of Bangladesh, said one
of the problems this country is
facingis political instability.

He said the people,
including the Bangladeshi
diaspora he met during his
visit, had expressed concern
over the political instability
in Bangladesh.

About signing of the Trade
and Investment Cooperation
Forum Agreement (TICFA)
with Bangladesh, Mozena said
this would be a forum to iden-
tify obstacles and solutions to

Bangladesh and USA.
Presided over by Press
Club President Kamal Uddin
Sabuj, the meet-the-press
was also addressed by its

General Secretary Syed Abdal
Ahmed and convenor of
seminar and meet-the-press
sub-committee Zahirul
Alam, among others.

Seventh Fleet

Responding to a query,
the US envoy said
Washington had no inten-
tion to deploy its Seventh

Fleetin the Bay of Bengal.

“Is this a joke? How can
you get an aircraft carrier to
Chittagong...put wheels on
it?"” he said.

Times Now, an Indian news
channel, ran areport tiled “US
eyes Bangladesh” on May 31 in
which it had claimed that the
Americans want to use the
(Chittagong) port to counter
growing Chinese influence in
the region.,

Mozena said he wanted to
go back to teaching profes-

sion after his retirement
from the Foreign Service and
would use the report as an
example of misreporting.

“This is a glaring example
of how you can use informa-
tion, disinformation and
misinformation and create a
story,” he said.

Asked, if Dhaka and
Washington would sign any
pact during the visit of secre-
tary of US Navy to
Bangladesh, the ambassador
said he was notaware ofit.
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